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The participation of Armenian sculptors
in International Biennale symposium
on a bronze sculpture in Ravenna

ANOUSH TER-MINASYAN

(summary)

In the field of rich and multilateral Italian-Armenian cultural relations the special
attention can be turned on participation of the Armenian sculptors in International
Biennale on a bronze sculpture in Ravenna, organized by Center of Dante. Proceeding
more than two decades their productive participation in this authoritative action was so
significant and appreciable, that in 1998 the Armenian sculptors was awarded by the
Group Premium for a high Ievel and the professionalism shown on many Biennales.

The first Armenian sculptors who have taken part in Ravenna’s Biennale in 1979,
was Levon Tokmajyan, and his work has reccived the Gold medal of Prcfecture of the
city of Ravenna. Since 90-s' years the amount of participants from Armenia has
increased: among others participants were Garegin Davtyan, Samvel Kazarian anh Ashot
Bagdasaryan, who rcccived the supreme awards and Gold Medals. From 1994 year the
amount of participants increased: Getik Bagdasaryan, Armenak Vardanyan, Gagik
Ghazaryan, Tom Gevorkyan, Mariam Hakobyan, Nune Tumanyan, Levon Vardanyan,
Emin Petrosyan, Mikael Ohandjanyan and others.

In last Bicnnale in Ravenna two sculptors were accepted from Armenia, one of
which — Vahe Shakhbazyan, has reycivcd the First Premium that testifies to a role, which
have played the previous participants, who give a new oricntation to creativity of their
SUCCCSSOTS.

International Biennales on a sculpture in Ravenna had huge value for the Armenian
sculptors not only because have brought the international recognition to modemn
Armenian art and in this arca, but also because it helped them to find again the lost
spiritual values. This page of their creativity will be entered in a history of the modern
Armenian art.
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