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Pages From the History
of Armenian-Italian Musical Ties

ANNA G. ASATRYAN
(summary)

The Armenian-Italian musical ties come deep from centuries and have rich tradi-

tions.

Dikran Chouhadjian (1837-1898), the Armenian opera art founder, started his
musical education in Istanbul, where he took piano lessons from Italian Manzoni. In
1862. he left Constantinople for Milan, where he studied for three years, expanding his
musical knowledge.

In 1868, Chouhadjian composed a four-act opera in Italian language entitled
“Arshak 11", It was performed for the first time in 1869 at the Naum Theatre by an Italian
opera. Tovmas Terzian, who studied at Venice Moorat-Raphaelian School, wrote the lib-
retto of the first Armenian opera.

In 1890, Chouhadjian composed the opera “Zemireh”, also in Italian language, and
the New French Theatre and the Italian Franzini Company staged it in 1894.

The Armenian theme was reflected in a number of Italian operas; Alessandro and
Domenico Scarlatti, Niccolo Piccini, P. Bernandoni, A. M. Bononcini and others wrote
operas about the King Dikran. 17 July 1993, D. Levonyan staged in “Al. Spendiaryan Ar-
menian National Academic Opera and Ballet Theatre” the opera by G. Donizetti “Poliu-
to”, where all the scenes take place in Armenia. The opera was also performed in Mos-
cow “Bolshoi Theatre™ (1996) and in Spain (1998), achieving big success.

The great Armenian composer Komitas is the author of the article “Hovsep Verdi”,
where he has stated: “Verdi is not only the musician of the past, but of the future as

well”.



