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Introduction

Among the grammatical manuscripts, there are Primer Collections which are
textbooks for teaching children. Handwritten Primers were written mainly as
handbooks for teachers, unlike printed ones, and were not given to pupils for the
simple reason that they were quite expensive?. Primers were often called
“Grammar or Primer”, “Grammar, which is Primer” or were given other similar
names due to the fact that they served as a basis for future teaching of grammar.
Probably, this was the reason why Abgar Evdokatsi published the first Armenian
printed Primer in Constantinople in 1567 called it “Small Grammar or Primer”3,

The first textbooks on literacy were created by Mesrop Mashtots in the V
century and have undergone some changes over time by different authors. Since
the XVI century printed Primers were created in parallel with the handwritten
Primers, but this did not prevent the later creation of handwritten Primers which
lasted until the beginning of the XIX century*. Mamikon Gasparyan was engaged
in the examination of Mesropian handwritten and Printed Primers of different
centuries®.

* <nndwép ubipluywigyly £ 06.07.20, gnuwfunudby £ 06.07.20, punniidly b ippugwgnnige-
Juiti 04.12.20:

! This work was supported by the RA MESCS Science Committee, in the frames of the re-
search project Ne 18T-6B200.

2 Guuwuipjui 1940, hdp 8, 106-107:

3 Nuwyw, Unpynnywi, Uwydwyywi 1988, 9:

4 Quuwwpywl 1940, hdp 8, 104:

5 Quuuwjwipywt 1940, hdp 1, hip 6-7, hdp 8, 1959, hun dU, 1960, hup C, 1961, hip d-
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Two Armenian Handwritten Primers

M 2448, M 9408 HANDWRITTEN PRIMERS

For our study, we have selected two handwritten Primers from the
Matenadaran Armenian manuscript collection: M 2448, 9408, which have so far
not been investigated. In this article, we present a detailed examination
supplementing the general picture of the study of Primers as a whole. We present
the material in chronological order.

The first Primer is the M 2448 manuscript, written in 1687-1689, in
Istanbul. It is a collection of different materials. On pages 2v-35v of the
manuscript, there is a copy of Voskan Yerevantsi's printed work “Primer and
Christianity®”. The Primer?” is written in a question-and-answer form, which was
especially specific to grammar textbooks. The Primer does not contain only
grammatical passages. 20v-35v pages are about religious education presented in
six chapters. The first chapter discusses what it means to be a Christian, the
second chapter lists the degrees of faith, the third one deals with the teaching of
the Lord's Prayer, the fourth one contains the ten commandments of God, the
fifth chapter deals with the seven mysteries of the church, and the last sixth
chapter presents the divine virtues: hope, faith and love.

The subject of our study in the manuscript is the grammatical material
covering pages 2v-20r, which are about the need to teach the letter, the syllable
and the word. It has the following title: «3wnwqu unpby wnung U dwulwug
wuypprhg, twl wpwug nbnlu ng nwbw| £, npng hgh odwunwly hwuwup| h
Ywuwwpnudu Ypenyebwu W h Juwpdnwiu 6whwwbu puebpgnnnuebwu. wdku»
(On Children’s Education and Learning to Read).

The material presented first has the title «3wnwqu Jwpddwtu dwulywug
unpwgniuhg nbtinlu GYGng JninWdu tnwnwypenyetwu» (On Teaching Letters to
Children). It begins with the question of how important it is to educate children

8 The Primer was published in 1666, in Amsterdam. There are several examples in the
scientific institutions of Venice, New lJulfa, Isfahan, Constantinople, Budapest, London,
Amsterdam. see Nulwywt, UnpYnwnyw, Uwdwpywin 1988, 44. There is no printed example
in the RA - neither at the National Library, nor at the Matenadaran. There is only a microfilm
that is kept at the National Library. Due to this fact, we put the handwritten example of the
Primer in scientific circulation.

7 The Primer is not complete. There is only the first chapter in the manuscript, starting
from the second chapter, the material is incomplete as a result of the loss of pages. Mamikon
Gasparyan did not study the printed example of this Primer in detail, but only mentioned it in
one of his articles. See Gwuwjwpyw 1960, hdp C, 37:
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from an early age, and the answer follows immediately: the learner should be
properly instructed («wwpwn L nwnigwunnht pun Jupgh W jupdwpwwtu
nwuwnhwpwybp»), kept away from wrong and unacceptable («phip L
wubwhwwku») things, guided up until the end of his education («h Ykwn
nwdwuu», 3r). Then the author speaks about the letters of the Armenian
alphabet, emphasizing the importance of teaching them. The author singles out
the first degree of letters that are pronounced with one sound («Uwfuyhu
wuwnhbwl wnwnhg, npp wpwnwpbpht dhny husdwdp») and within that scope
presents the Alphabet in four different layouts: in the first and second versions,
the Alphabet is presented in the usual, traditional sequence of the letters. For all
that the second version is introduced in double letters (UU, PP, 99, ... UU, 33,
LU, ...). In the third version, the letters are divided into groups of three letters in
each. Each group begins with a sequence of letters of the Alphabet which results
in 13 groups (W u 2, RPoM..C UM (&3 3..). In the fourth version, the
principle is the same, but the groups of letters consist of four units. Each group
includes letters of equivalent units, tens, hundreds and thousands (3v-4r)8. After
that, the author mentions that the letters should be separated from each other
and the children should get information about the differentiation of vowels U
consonants («dwunigwub), npp |hupu dwjuwinpu W h pwnwawjuux, 4r), and the
questions «Which are the vowels?» and «Which are the consonants?» are put
forward. The explanations follow: there are seven vowels, and they are called so
because they are pronounced independently, without the help of other sounds
(«quut gh qéwjuu jhupbiwug Giniquiubu pwpg wyn) gpn», 4r). The consonants
(«pqwpwdwjl» - «pwnwdwju») are thirty, and they are pronounced in
combination with vowels, but not without them («qh pun &dwjuwynph swpbiny,
www) Yupbu dwjuu wpdwlb)... hul... wnwug dhwinpnyebwl... wubwunbh £
dwjuu wpdwybipr, 4v).

After having learned the letters the learners are supposed to study the
syllables («qwulu nwuwuhp). The section of the syllable is provided with the
following definition: syllable is a unity of letters («jwul L wnwohu swpwlwnwiu
gpny», 4v). It is notable that in the Primer the notion of syllable is conveyed
through two parallel Armenian terms («jwul» and «thwnwnniehiu»). The

8 We see the same layout of the Armenian Alphabet in the early Primers. see Mwnuw-
uwp Yyhp 1723, g, Shnpwly wppbuwlwu, 1781, 4, Ujppbuwpw, 1797, 4, Ujpphuwpw
hwjng, 1838, 2, Rtpwlwu np L wyppbuwpwu wwnqg b nhyphu nény, 1859, 3 etc.
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following rankings of syllables are presented in this section: the second degree of
letters, composed of one vowel and one consonant («Gplypnpn wuwnhéwu
Jwulyhg, npp |hupu dhny dwjuwnpwe W dhny 9bonhe Yud dhny punwawjupd
pw, pk, pk...», 5r), the third degree, consisting of one vowel and two consonants
(«bGppnpn... dhny dwjuwinpwt, Gpynpndpp punwdwjupp' pwp, pbp, pkp...»
6r), and the fourth degree of letters which are composed of a diphthong and one
consonant («snppnpr.... Gplypwppwnopt U dhny pwnwdwjupt' pwt, pb, ph..»,
6v).

The object of study in the next section is the word which is defined as a
combination of syllables, denoting an object or an action («pwn L owpwbniehiu
qwuyhg U upwuwyhs hpp Ywd hpwyniebwu, np b dwju Yuwnwpbwy...», 7v).
Separated by six grades, monosyllabic, disyllabic and polysyllabic words are listed
here: the first degree of words which consist of one syllable («wnwgutnnpn
wuwnh@wu pwnhg, npp thuhu h dhnp Jwulyt' wp, wqn...», 8r-12r), the second
degree, consisting of two syllables («Gpypnpn... jEpYng Jwulyhg' wp-pw, Up-
quin...», 12r-14v), the third degree, consisting of three syllables («Gppnpn... jGphg
Jwulhg' wp-nh-nt, w-pb-ukp...», 15r-17r). the fourth degree, consisting of four
syllables («snppnpn... h snphg Jwuyhg' w-pb-ub-qbn, w-ph-db-kp...», 17r-19r)
and so on. The fifth and sixth degrees of words are arranged similarly - according
to the amount of syllables they contain — («wp-wnw-untbG-nw-pwn, phip-w-wwn-
Yo-pku, gqb-pw-gnuup-6w-Ywu...», 19rv) and («wu-inb-nw-pwo-fuw-Yuwu, pwn-
nw-nw-Ywu-tuw-wku...», 19v-20r). For all that, the examples in all sections are
given in alphabetical order, resembling small dictionaries.

In the closing part of the grammar section of the Primer the Armenian and
Arabic numerals («<wdwpnnnyehtu hwjng U puwin hnodwjtigng») are presented.
Here the combinations of the Armenian letters are introduced in such a way as to
support the teaching of numerals and the numerical equivalents of the letters («U.
dky. 1..., d. vwut. 10..., B. hwppip. 100..., L. hut hwqwp. 9000», 20r).

The next manuscript is M 9408 Primer, which does not provide any exact
data on the manuscript because of the lack of colophons, the author is not known
either. It is only due to the external features, that the Primer is dated to the XIX
century. The manuscript contains only the Primer, which covers pages from 2v to
17r.

The opening part of the Primer starts with a preface entitled "Azd", where
the author mentions that at first sight the Primer is a simple reading book for
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children though a carefully picked up unit for reading guarantees a reliable basis
for learning («wwpq uywwndwdp hppl wninwing pupbtinuh’ pupbpgdwl unnp L
thwuwph ubipunbihp dp hwdwpnuws £, pwjg hwuntu nwwndwdp hppl wwpp b
hhdu nwdwt U Uwjuwnnint  gpwlwunyebwl, wnwyb] nwnpnyEGwU
wpdwuph U 46§ pggnnyebiwdp wwunbih nwdniup dh E», 2v). Continuing to
stress out the importance of the Primer in teaching children, the author attaches
a lot of attention to the way knowledge should be conveyed to learners. He
believes it can be transmitted in any possible way but it should be done correctly
and flawlessly («wtwp £ np wdbt hwuqwdwupny wupbtph W 6hown
ninnnipbwdp wwwunnth», 2v), as the mind of a child is like a clean sheet of
paper, and whatever is written on the sheet, will surely be imprinted in the child’s
mind, and erasing it will have its consequences («wnwjng dhunpp dwpnip b ohuy
renreh Yp udwuh, npniu Jpwy wngh wiugwd hus U hugwbu np gpnth® unjup 6hown
W funp wwwinpnibing ny wuhuwp Ypgwy wiu gpnuiwdp uppbip, wnwug wpwun
dp pnnbinw, 2v). The author also draws attention to the fact that the alphabet is
written to suit the specifics of the language («wjpnipbiuppu wibjh |Ggnthu
Jwwnnyshituutipniu yupdnibne Yapwny jupdwpnuud E», 3r). The preface of the
Primer ends with the hope that children will have success in their studies.

The Primer also includes sections on letter recognition, syllables (including
monosyllabic words) and syllabification (with reference to the reading of disyllabic
and polysyllabic words). Traditional Mesropian Primers used to have a similar
structure, as evidenced by the V century author Hovhan Mandakuni: connecting
one sound to the other easily produces a syllable («G%hp qgpn; Yuwfubinyg
wuwgfuwwn pbptiny ghtigGuwju»)®.

The Primer begins with the letter recognition section, where the forms of
letters are listed: majuscule writing (erkatagir), capital letters, handwritten and
printed ones (3v). Then the Armenian letters are grouped in columns in
alphabetical order, each with its own name and phonetic name (pronunciation):
«w - Up - w, w, p- PGU - pp, pbi... $ - B - dp, $b» (3v).

One of the innovations of the XIX century was the marking of their phonetic
names in parallel with the letters starting from the very first lesson of literacy.
This can be found in the Primer published by Garegin Srvandztyan'®. One of the

¢ 3ndhwu Uwunwlniup 1860, 27:
© Upnuwu&winbwi 1875, 10:
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advantages of the primers of the time was the simultaneous teaching of reading
and writing. This might be the reason why primers often began with a notrgir
Alphabet teaching to recognize the forms of letters through writing and then write
by recognizing («wnwnbiph dubipp éwuwsk; gpbiny W gpb) Gwuwskny»)t. The
benefit of such literacy was that children learned reading quickly, the process of
learning was regulated, they did not imitate like a parrot, and learned spelling in
parallel with writing («wnnwju pupbpgwunyshtup 2nun Yp unyph, undpwdp
Ywunuwinp Ypgwy. pnewyh wtu pbpwlwuh pwnbpp pbpwtu wnubny
sundphp, U Jdpwugwdwju ghpu wy; hGwp Yp undpph puwrwlwu
ninnuigpnipbwdp»)2: We see a similar manifestation in M 9408 manuscript, in
which the Alphabet is given in majuscule writing (erkatagir), capital letters as well
as handwritten'® and printed forms of letters. It should be noted that here they
are written not only in the traditional sequence of letters, but also in different
combinations, so that the pupils recognize all the letters quite well, without any
mechanical drills.

In the first section'* entitled «Pwnwnniehtu wwpq dwjuwinpug» (A Syllable
with Simple Vowels), monosyllabic words with “two-letters”, then “three-letters”
and then “four-letters” are presented. Two-letter syllables are described as closed
if the vowel precedes the consonant as in «wp, wg... wp, tp, bGg... Gp», and as
open if the vowels follow the consonant — «pw, qw... pw, pk, qb... pb» (4r-5r).
The lists of syllables are given in seven columns according to the vowels (w, &, ,
n, h, n, o), and the syllables are formed with the corresponding vowel and the
next consonant of the Alphabet. In the case of three-letters, only the closed
syllable is represented, again in columns. In one of them, syllables in which the
vowel precedes two consonants («wdqr, wip..., Gqu, Gip...», 5v) are listed, while in
syllables presented in the other column, the vowel occurs between two
consonants («pwu, pbp... quu, gtin...», 5v). It is only one type of four-letter
syllables that consists of one prepositional and two postpositional consecutive
consonants: «pwury, ptipn... pnjp, pogp» (6r). In the case of dissyllabic words, the
following types are singled out: an initial syllable with one vowel («dphwwwn
dujuwinp uygpuwywuyhu® w-pbp, w-ghu...», 6v-7r), an initial syllable with two

1 Upnuwudwnbwls 1875, 6:

2 Uyppbuwpwu unp b nhiphdwg nGny, 1865, 1

3 He means the “notrgir”.

4 In the manuscript the sections are called «lwng»:
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letters («Gplwwnwn uygpuwdwuyhu' wp-pwy, Gp-pou...», 7r), an initial syllable
with a consonant («pwnwdwju ulygpuwywuyhu pwu-nwy, pbp-nhg...»,7v).
Then trisyllabic words as well as four syllable and five syllable words follow in
alphabetical order without any differentation.

The second section «Pwnwnniehtu gniqunpbiw| dwjuwinpwws (A Syllable
with Two Vowels) refers to the syllabification of a pair of vowels. First, the
syllables in which the pairs of vowels are divisible are given in columns: «pw-wn,
pw-wu... F-wy, E-hp..» (9rv), then follow the syllables in which the pairs of
vowels are united in a diphthong «wtp, pwt... Uwie... pwpbop... nulwny,
npntnj...» (9v=10r). This is followed by syllables with a pair of diphthongs which
are exemplified («qnjg GpYypwppwnp Yuwd unjup pun wwpqu dhwinpbwip' wy-
gbiwt, pw-pbwt, gh-ubiwt...», 10v-11r) and with a pair of diphthongs in different
syllables («gqniquinpbiwy Gplypwppwnp Ywd pun wywpqu wnpnhbhp' w-lwg, w-
Lwun, qw-Lwp, qu-twy...», 11r-12r).

The third section entitled «Pwnwnnyshitu wughp dwjuwinpww (A Syllable
without a Vowel) refers to the hidden "[" [&]. Here examples with the hidden «[»
at the beginning and in the middle are listed («h uygpwu b h dk9' pp-dhd, Yp-
Upp... np-dpu-nwy... up-Yppw-dntup...»), then come examples with this hidden
syllable at the end («h ybpou' wy-dpd... thn-ppp... tnwu-uh-gpu», 12r-13r). Words
with an initial «2» [z] and «U» [s] are presented here: «pg-pw-nh|, pq-qwy... qp-
noj... pu-intin-t|, pu-nbw-nhu, up-pwh...» (13v-14r). At the end of the section
the list of polysyllabic words (from 6 to 10 syllables) can be found: «w-nwu-wb-
[W-ww-nh... w-db-Uw-pw-pb-wwsy-inhy... wu-fun-uwp-hb-gni-gw-ub-h... pw-
nb-Ybu-nw-uw-gni-gw-ubi-h... wu-nnw-dw-up-dw-uw-Yep-wni-ph-uk» (14rv).

The Primer ends with a section of "Notes", with some additional information
about each section and subsection. For instance, it is explained that the letter
«hhiu» [w] is never used separately in the syllable, but together with the vowels a,
e, i, 0 («pupupu dpuwly hppl dwjuwinp sgnpdwdnthp pwnwnnietwu dky, wy|
w, & h, n dwjuwinpubipniu hbun dhwuwiny», 15r). This is the reason why it is
not presented in the section “Syllables with Simple Vowels” («Pwnwnniehtu
wwnq dwjuwinpwg»). It is also noted that the letter «3» [y] is not pronounced in
a final position, except in some rare cases: «pwj, R, fun)... nbppw), dwypwy».
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Conclusion

Primers contain the traditional structure of Mesropian Primers, except that
each grammatical form is presented in detail, with broad definitions, abundant
examples, often very simplified, comprehensive and easy to understand for pupils.

The study of these Primers once again proves that the system of literacy
created since the time of Mashtots has undergone various changes over time and
improved, and the final goal is the development of the Armenian language.
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<U3LMr6L Grunk aGNUShM U3LLELUNUL

uuunr43Uu S.
Wdthnthnid

Pwbwih pwnbp’ Stnughp Uppbuwpwt, nwuwghpp, dbntwply, Uwdhynu
Quuuywpwu, mwnwiwuwsnipntl, gpuluwnyeniu, Juuluwwunieyniu:

Lhpwlwuwlwu punyph dGnwagpbph 2wppnd wnwuduwund Gu Ujppb-
Uwpwu-dnnnwdniutipp, npnup dwunwyubiph nwnigdwu hwdwp Uwfuwwnbu-
qwd nwuwgppbp Gu: Ypwdwuwsnipiwu nwngdwt wnwoht nwuwgppbpp
untindyti| tu nbinlu V nupnw Ukupnw Uwaownngh Ynndhg:

Utip nwnwitwuppnigjuwt hwdwp Uwonngjuu Uwnbuwnwpwuh dtinwg-
pwywu hwtpbu hwywpwdnihg wnwuduwgpb) Gup Gpynt gpswghp Wppbuw-
pwl' UU 2448 L 9408:

UU 2448 Ujpptuwpwup, npp gndb) £ 1687-1689 pe. Y. Mnjunwd, Nulwu
Bpbuwugnt «UppGuwpwu W pppunnubwlywu» nwwghp wofuwwnniyejwu puno-
phuwynwiu £ Uppbuwpwup swpwnpwsd £ hwpg nt ywunwuwfuwuh duny,
pnjwunwynid £ twl Ypnuwwtu nwunhwpwynyejwup ybpwpbpnn hwngwd:

UU 9408 Ujpptuwpwup hbnhuwyp hwjinup sk, b wyn pwgpynud | dfo
nwpny: Abnwghpp pnwunwynud § nwwnwiwiuwsnipiwu, gpuluwwnyequu b
quulwywuwniejwu pwdhuubipp:

WppGuwpwuubph ptuunyeiniup hbppwlwu wuqwd thwuwnnud k, np ntinlu
Uwowinngh dwdwuwlubiphg unbindwsd gpnunigdwu hwdwwpgp dwdwuwyp
pupwgpnd Gupwpyyt)  nmwpwnbuwy gnthnfuneiniuubiph, Yuwwpbugnpd-
Jb uwwwwl hbnwwunbing nwnigwub] hwy dwunlyubpht bW wyuwhuny’
qunguwgub| hwytiptup:

I BA PYKOIUCHBIX APMAHCKUX BYKBAPA

MAHYHKAH T.

Pesiome

Knroyessbie cnosa. pykonucHblii 6ykBapb, y4ebHUK, nocobue, MamukoH lNacnapaH,

FPaMOTHOCTb, Cllor, clorogeneHune.
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Cpeaun rpammatnyeckmnx pykonuvceil ecTb byksapu-cbopHUKK, ABRAIOLLMU-
eca yvebHukamu. [lepeble yuebHukmn Obin cospaHbl B V Beke Mecponom
MawTouem.

[peameTom Haliero uccnefoBaHuA AsnAloTcA fba byksapa — M 2448,
9408, xpaHAawmeca B MateHagapare nmeHn M. MawToua.

byksapb M 2448 6bin HanucaH B 1687-1689 rogax B Ctambyne u apnaet
coboii Konuto nevatHoro Tpyna BockaHa EpesaHum «bykeapb u xpuctuaHct-
BO». bykBapb cocTaBneH B chopme BOMPOCOB U OTBETOB W BKItOYaeT B ceba
TakKe maTepuanbl PenMrmo3Ho-LNAAKTUYECKOrO XapaKTepa.

ABTop e bykBapa M 9408 HeussecTeH, faTupyeTca bykBapb 19-m Be-
Kom. B Hem npepcTaBneHbl ABa pasjena — rpaMMaTUKM U COTOAENEHUA.

WccnepgoBaHue HasBaHHbIX bykBapeil MokasblBaeT, KakUM WM3MEHEHUAM
nojBepriacb Ha NPOTAMEHUM BEKOB cosfaHHas MaluTtouem cuctema obyue-
HWA, KOTOpaA CoBepLUEHCTBOBanacb U Bbupana B ceba Bce MPOrpeccuBHoe,
CrMocobcTBYA TEM CaMbIM PasBUTUIO apPMAHCKOTO A3bIKa B LLENIOM.
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