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THE BUILDING LEGEND OF THE BIG BELFRY OF 

ETCHMIADZIN CATHEDRAL AND ITS FOUNDATION DATING 

AVETISYAN A. 

Summary 

Key words: Etchmiadzin Cathedral, epigraphs, Philipos I Aghbaketsi, Hakob IV 

Jughaetsi, Anton Chelepi, Sahak Hizantsi, jeweler Zakare. 

The west or big belfry of Etchmiadzin Cathedral, designed by the archetect 

Sahak Hizantsi, was built by Philipos I Aghbaketsi (Philipos of Aghbak) in 1654 and 

completed in 1658 during the reign of Hakob IV Jughaetsi (Hakob of Julfa). The 

belfry is truly considered to be one of the finest structures of the Armenian 

architecture of the late Middle Ages. The main inscription, concerning the 

building of this three-storey monument is carved on the third floor rotunda dome 

showing the dates of its foundation and completion. The names of the two 

catholicoses and the sponsor are also mentioned.  

The epigraph was previously published many times, however, the first 

publisher, Hovhannes Shahkhatunyan, misread the date of the foundation (  -  

1654). Later this mistake was repeated by all subsequent writers. Yet, the 

epigraph says « » which corresponds to 1655. This contradicted the 

publications of not only Shahkhatunyan and others, but also all historical sources, 

concerning the construction of the belfry, the most trustworthy of them being 

«History» by Arakel Davrizhetsi (Arakel of Tabriz), which also mentions 1654 as 

the foundation year of the belfry.  

Our research allows to state that the foundation of the belfry, in fact, took 

place in 1654, whereas the date mentioned in the epigraph (1655) refers to the 

year when Sahak Hizantsi and his team moved to Etchmiadzin in order to continue 

the construction of the belfry. 


