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The Musical Heritage of Grigor Narekatsi
(summary)

Arpi Vardumian

Grigor Narekatsis musical heritage has mainly reached us through the fol-
lowing four verses recorded by Komitas Vardapet: Havoun Havoun (Bird,
Bird), Sayln ayn ijaner (The Cart Going Down Mount Masis), Ahegh dzayns
(The Voice Severe) and Havik (The Nestling). These, retlecting Narekatsi's mu-
sical genius, turn his glorious poetic masterwork into a songbook as well. These
.musical creations can be placed without hesitation alongside the pearls of uni-

" versal monodic music.

In fact, Narekatsi's last poem, the Book of Lamentations (1001-1003),
counts among the best manuscripts of the middle ages; here designations not
only consist of punctuation and enunciation marks, but also old musical khaz
(neums/notes) indicating that some parts of the Book are clearly compositions to
be sung. ~

A musical record of the Book of Lamentations has been preserved in the
book of common prayers, transcribed in new Armenian notes that give us some
idea of the musical content of the famous poem. Narekatsi has also written the
Achkn Tsov verse that was recorded towards the end of the 19th century in the
Armenian Mass, as well as a hymn that was preserved in the Hymnal (Sharak-
nots) of the same period.





