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Records on Pagan Goddess Astghik
in Ancient Armenian Sources
(summary)

Eranouhi Melik-Mouradian

This paper examines references to the name, myths and worship of the pa-
gan goddess Astghik in ancient Armenian literary sources.

Some of the most significant sources in the study of the Armenian pagan
religion are the history accounts by Movses Khorenatsi, Agathangeghos, Pavtos
Byuzand, Tovma Artsruni and H. Mamikonyan, where we find valuable testi-
monials about the forms and characteristics of worship, as well as, stories rela-
ted to Astghik. In the history book of Khorenatsi, the “Father Historian” of
Armenians, Astghik is referred to once as a goddess who was the daughter of

Aramazd and wife of Vahagni and once as the daughter of the mythical ancestor
Noah-Xisudros.

This demonstrates that Astghik was distinguished by widespread popularity
and notoriety. Furthermore, as recorded, she was the most beloved and worship-
ped goddess after Anahit in the pantheon of Armenian paganism. The works of
the above-mentioned historians, as well as others complementing Khorenatsi's
accounts have preserved certain aspects of the festivals and religious ceremonies
at the sites of worship of the goddess’ genealogy.



