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Armenian Coats-of-Arms:
The Ardashesyans, The Arshagounis,
Developed Feudalism
(summary)

Raphael Matevossian

The study of coats-of-arms is considered to be an important subject for
historical research. In fact, first and foremost, it is an auxiliary branch of history.

The publication of Armenian Coats-of-Arms (Part I) in 1994 was the result
ofa long historical research by the author; it dealt with the study of coats-of-arms
used by three Armenian aristocratic dynasties, the Bagratounis, Zakarians and
Mamikonians, as well as with national Armenian emblems used between the 8th
and 13th centuries.

The article’ examines the coats-of-arms of only those dynasties that were
Present in the royal Arshakunyats cemetery in Aghts, as well as the relevant
Sculptures of the 3rd century basilica of Kasakh.

The issue being investigated is of historical (sometimes.even Ieg.al) signifi-
Cance and representing, in some cases, the main source of information and, in
Others, as an appendix to different sources. Coats-(?t—anns and other govern.ment
concepts provide a subjective and creative reflection on the standards of intra-
Political relations in a feudal society, the administrative and political structure of
the government, the official policies of the government and other related issues.
That is why it is essential to investigate the rules and laws by which a society
functioned and developed in order to correctly understand the coats-of-arms of
any historical period.

The first part of this monograph is dedicated to the coat-of-arms of F‘?e Ar-
dashesyans_ The second part, instead, studies ttne coats-of-arms of the period of
developed feudalism, including the above-mentioned three dynasties.

Previous and current works do not exhaust the study of the rich heritage of
the Armenian coats-of-arms. The symbols and emblems of many Armenian dy-
Nasties and clans are yet to be studied. Among other areas, they include those of

Vaspourakan, Syunik and Artsakh.



