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diaitised bv
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35 8. SEPNBGUB, Uy b, wy: - cbpbewhy, 1861, N 97, &9 3I:
267 8. SEPNBLLS, Uy bu wyf, £p 31:
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The Comprehension of the Relativity of Religion and Science (Faith
and Knowledge) in 19th Century Armenian Historical Philosophy
(Methodical aspects)
summary

Rima Miroumian

The issue laid out in the title is the subject of philosophical analysis for the
first time in Armenology. The author examines it within the limits of the 19th
century classical Armenian mind, in the context of “illuminatory” and
“conservative” philosophical theories set aside by her. The results of the
investigation into the issue of the relativity of religion and science (faith and
knowledge), pivotal to the idealistic and attitudinal direction of 19th century
Armenian historical philosophy, may be summarized as follows.

The Illuminatory movement, based on the rationalization of consciousness
and public life, was aimed at the realizationof issues of practical morality and
social ethics, which led to the convergence of the meaning, content and
significance of religion and science, to the advantage of the issue. As a result, the
theological and metaphysical essence of religion was narrowed (S. Nazarian) or
rejected (Raffi), while the cognitive demand of Man was limited to the earthly,
practical and social world. Religion was deprived of its essential character - being
the source of natural (divine) law. Conditional and temporary knowledge became
accessible to science, which gave birth to the psychology of constant stability.
These circumstances signified the distancing of Man from ethical and cognitive
nature, from the human soul, the essence of which is the intent towards the exis-
tence of an emotional world, the comprehensibility, worth, meaning and
significance of a world beyond the individual. The theory of the antagonists of
the illuminators, the Armenian conservatives, in essence, is an attempt to
reestablish the wholeness of the existence of a supersensitive world and attitude,
and therefore of the evolutionary tie between religion and science.
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