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The ideological foundations
of legalization of christianity in Armenia

(Summary)

Dr. Gevork kherlopian

. hThon."nas, T't?addgus, Bartholomew, Andrew, Mathias Simon the Zealot
ere t e first to disseminate the good news in Armenia. They were followed by
evangelists of different nationalities: Assyrians, Greeks, Jews, Romans, Iranians,
Alans,. Caucasian Albanians and Armenians. The Armenian mind gradually, from
the n}nddl«t of the first century to the end of the third, appropriated the new
teachmg and comparing it with the other religions active in the country (The
Armel?lar.], Iranian, Greek pantheons, the Jewish religion) gave his preference 0
Christianity. The Armenians looked at the issue from three aspects: political,
cultural and ideological. The author has made a successful attempt to reveal the
theological and philosophical foundations of the conversion. In his research the
author has relied on: 1. the Bible, 2. History of Armenia (actually history of the
conversion of Armenians) ascribed to Agathangelos (actually a compilation 0
materials in circulation during the II-V centuries in Armenia that have been
finally edited by the middle of the 5th century). 3. The polemical book of
"Against Heresies" of Yeznik Koghpatzi (IV-V century) where he has
argumentedly criticized the pagan religions of Greece, Iran (Zoroastrianism),
Christian sectarianism (the teaching of Marcion in particular) and ancient Greek
philosophy. The book of Yeznik is written a few years after the Council of
Ephesus, about 15-20 years after the invention of the Armenian Alphabet, and
while the second translation of the Bible into Armenian is taking place. It

includes materials of Early Christianity. 4. The History of Vartan, written by

Yeghishe (V century) where the author describes one of the first international

wars for human rights, freedom of worship and defends the major principles of
Christianity and evangelism from Zoroastrian criticism. 5. The experience 0

Early Christianity. The author has focused on four spheres in revealing the
foundations of the great conversion: The spread of Christianity as a part of God's
Plan (Evangelization of the world is the actualization of God's will and messages
God has lead the evangelists through all difficulties to final victory, acceptance of
Christianity redeems the nation from the brutalities practiced during the years of
prosecution, God has prepared and the evangelists are serving the cup of eternity
cleansing fire that leads to life through temporary death); The time factor (God
has sent His Begotten Son at a time what men had become mature enough tO
understand, had felt the need for, thus ther has been a history of objects an

manners of worship, Incarnation is a part of God's plan for man, human history

digitised by




2002 2UBU.USUUNRY RPPUSNUENREGUY OPhUULULUSU UL LPUREE 213

runs from one nation one language reality into ethnic and linguistic plurality and
from there through the Cross into one language and one nation world system on
a higher level, human life has seven stages according to seven days of creation:
Christ will come on the beginning and the end of the sixth- the Second Coming-
t0 lead humanity into the period of eternity), God has prepared people of the
Wworld for the coming of the savior; The role of apologetics (There are common
lines between pagan and Christian civilizations, thinking, worship, they have
been used to bring the victory of truth, light; salvation and the defeat of evil,
Satan, sin, death); Theological and Philosophical foundations (Christianity is
Man oriented, man has a special place and meaning for Christianity, Christfanity
Sees man in his dignity and power, God creating man by His hands according to
His image and blowing His breath into him could never has left man alone even
in his worst conditions, this has been expressed through history and in the coming
of Christ Jesus, Christ has sacrificed Himself for the salvation of man while all
other religions demand that man sacrifice himself for the god worshlppeq, the
Trinity is not only the creator, but also the Lord, loving Father and the Savior of
Man, the coming of Christ Jesus is not an accident, but a phenqmenon tha.t l‘ms
been foretold, prophesized, Christianity is a divinely based and founded religion
and not a human creation. Pagan gods neither have nor can have these features).



