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The Architectural Complex of Noravank
Noravank - the Jewel of Armenian Middle Age Architecture
(summary)

Hrachya Gasbarian

The Vayots Valley is full of ancient memories and lasting architectural
values - magnificent monasterial complexes, unapproachable fortresses, with
ancient residential sites and many lithographical inscriptions.

A special place in this area belongs to the renowned and illustrious
Noravank - the crowning glory. of the spiritual and cultural life of the Vayots
Valley. Once the see of the Syuniats metropolites and the cemeterial centre of the
Orbelis, it remained inactive for around a century.

The St. Stephen Protomartyr church, hall, and tomb were restored in the
1980s under government sponsorship. The Holy Mother of God church
(Bourtelashen), constructed by the multi-talented architect Momik, was
completely renovated in the years 1996-1998, through the organisation of the
1700 anniversary office, under the benevolence of Canadian-Armenian
philanthropists Mr. and Mrs. Tigran and Diana Hachetyan

The consecration of the Holy Mother of God and St. Stephen protomartyr
churches of Noravank took place on April 18, 1999 under the auspices of the
Catholicos of all Armenians Karekin I of blessed memory. The day of the
pilgrimage to Noravank was declared Green Sunday. In the years 2001-2002 a
monastery and a monument spring were built in the complex territory;
surrounding areas were beautified and cleaned.



