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The monograph by H. Abrahamyan presents a remarkable alloy of personal

impressions and scientific analysis, devoted to the distinguished pages of

Armenian history, 1988-1990. The author personally participated in national-

liberation movement in Artsakh (Mountainous Karabakhj; he followed closely those

processes, that went on in the society as a whole, and in Armenian All-national

Movement in particular. The latter pursued the reunion of the former

autonomous region with Armenia. Hrant Abrahamyan depicts events, using a wide

range of facts, documents from the National and personal archives. They include

records of speeches, delivered at mass meetings, during sessions of the Karabakh

regional Council on February 20, 1988, as well as of appeals on the floor of the

Armenian Supreme Council. They were enriched with records of statements made

by the Karabakh Committee, who were arrested and interrogated from December
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10, 1988, till May 31, 1989; followed by memoirs published by numerous State
and civil leaders or their relatives'.

The wide scope of studies on Armenian subjects, written in English and
French,? give H. Abrahamyan a good possibility to earmark those issues and

' Qnppwgny U.U., dbpwywnnigndp b unp dwwdnnnieiniup dbp Gpyph W wdpnng
w2tuwphh hwdwp, 6., 1988; Uwpnupyutu Y., Mwwndniygyniu b gpwlwunyegniu, 6., 1991;
Unubunjuw b., <nduwiyw W., Pwpyh owpnbipp, G., 1992; Nynipwpyjwt P., Upgwfuh
wwwndnieniup uygphg dhusk dbp opbipp, 6., 1994; u.h., Upgwiujwt gnjuwwwjpwph nw-
pbgpnipynwu, G., 1997; Anppeii Caxapos o HaropHom Kapabaxe, E., 1996; lungwpbljwut
u.6., Upgwlup thnpénipjuu dwdht, 6., 1996; Ywwynunpyywi U., Eobip hwy ggpngubinhg,
5., 1997; Mocecosa WN., ApmaHe baky: 6biTne n ucxopn. JokymeHTtbl. CBUAETENBCTBA O4YEBUS-
ues. [aseTHble 1 MypHanbHble nybnukauuu. PakTbl U KoMmeHTapumn K Hum, E., 1998; Lhuyw-
phunjwu d., MEnwlwunigjwu dJwpnwhpwybipp: <w) pwunwpwlywu dhwnpp wulwluniye)nt-
uhg h Jbpn, 6., 1999; Uwpquyuu S., Yywuph nwubipp (hnptp), 6., 2000; 3onax C., Harop-
HbIli Kapabax: npobnembl n koHdpnvkTel, E., 2001; Uwitunilyw 4., <wjljwlwu Gpwquupp gnjw-
wnlwdwtu thwyninnud: Ggpnyputiph U hnnwdubph dnnnywédnt, 6., 2002; Guuwmywu <.,
<nnywdubip, hnywagpnyeniutubn, hwpgwqgpnygubip, 6., 2002; u.h., 2ninupywd twdwy-
ubip, 6., 2013; Ywphutp Jdtd ényhg: Y. HadhpGjwup Gpwjunwwwpn dwdwuwywlyhg-
ubipp hnptpnud, 6., 2002; YEdhpGyw M., <ppwwnwy, 6., 2003; Kwpniyniywiu -, Ywpbu
Yadhpjwu, <ppwwnwyh funup, 5., 2006; Twqupywu M., <wpytinne Gd..., 6., 2003; Am6ap-
uyman C.A., Tpn ropa Ha npepene nobeu n cmeptu, E., 2005; Uwmnuyhghtu 4., hd
wnwpkinugintup Lwjwuwnwunwd, 1992-1994, MNnwwuwnwuh wnweoht ntuwwuh hnpbpp,
G., 2005; Skp-Mbwmpnuyw L., Cunpwuh. Gnypubn, <nnjwdutip, <wpgwgpnygutip, &.,
2006; Ohwuywu U., XXI nwph pwuwyp, &., 2007; u.h., Cwjywywu pwuwyh 20-wdjw nw-
pbgpnueyniup, 6., 2013; Hyiiknn A., Bonb mos - Kapabax, E., 2009; Menuk-lllaxHazapos
A.A., HaropHblii Kapabax. ®akTbl npotus mxu, M., 2009.

2 F. Thom, Le moment Gorbachev, Paris, 1989; Kagarlitsky B., Farewell Perestroika: A
Soviet Chronicle, Lnd. and NY, 1990; Sakwa R., Gorbachev and His Reforms, 1985-1990, NY,
1990; Mouradian C., The Mountainous Karabagh Question: Inter-Ethnic Conflict or Decoloni-
zation Crisis ? — “Armenian Review”, Watertown, Mass., 1990, vol. 43, Ne 2-3; Keller W.,
Did Moscow Incite Pogroms in Baku to Reimpose Authority Over Region ? «The Armenian
Reporter», Paramus, New Jersey, 1990, vol. XXIll, Ne 20; Suny R.G., Looking Toward Ararat:
Armenia in Modern History, Bloomington-Indianapolis, 1993; Chorbajian L., Donabedian
P., Mutafian C., The Caucasian Knot: The History & Geopolitics of Nagorno-Karabagh, Lnd.,
1994; Gill G., The Collapse of a Single-Party System: The Disintegration of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union, Cambridge-NY, 1994; Malkasian M., Gha-ra-bagh!: The Emer-
gence of the National Democratic Movement in Armenia, Detroit, 1996; Croissant M.P., The
Armenia-Azerbaijan Conflict: Causes and Implications, Westport CT, 1998; Krikorian R.O.,
Masih J.R., Armenia: at the Crossroads, Lnd. and NY, 1999; Kaufman S.)., Modern Hatreds:
The Symbolic Politics of Ethnic War, Ithaca and Lnd., 2001; Zurer C., The Post-Soviet Wars:
Ethnic Conflict and Nationhood in the Caucasus, NY and Lnd., 2007.
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interpretations, which seek well-founded critics, to be ensured by Armenian
historians. This thesis has especially much to do with the monograph “Black
Garden” by T. de Waal,? as far as the Azerbaijani side is introduced to readers as
a victim of aggressive and provocative Armenians. H. Abrahamyan represents
events of November, 1987 - February, 1988 in detail (pp. 62-65, 70-74, 77); he
asserts that before the assault on Armenians, arranged on February 27-29, 1988,
in Sumgait, and the latter proved to be a full-blooded pogrom (see section 1.2,
more concrete pp. 49-54, 59-61), neither side practiced violence.

Our historian doesn’t allow to put a sign of equality between peaceful,
genuinely political movement for the reunion of Artsakh with its Motherland, and
criminal, savage, rowdy assaults on people in Sumgait, caused by their nationality.
Sumgait was an incontestable phenomenon; it forced Armenians to realize that no
one would secure the life of their compatriot dwellers in Azerbaijan. These people
were removed from the sphere of action of the Soviet legislation; they were
converted into hostages of political situation, though Armenians in Sumgait were
not even aware of its essence.

Advantages of this monograph include a clash of two totally different social
behaviors. The first one was shaped in Armenia as a Constitutional,
institutionalized movement of State nature. The second one took place on the
other side of the border and brought to life an unconcealed discrimination, that
extended up to pogroms; though they seemed incredible and utterly wretched out
of our day’s context. H. Abrahamyan vividly conveys high morale of opening mass
rallies in Hadrut, Martakert and Stepanakert, dated February 12 and 13, 1988; of
the meeting with 1 million participants, held on February 25, in Yerevan (pp. 22-
26, 30-34); as well as of the Autonomy’s Regional Council, assembled on
February 20 (p p. 18-19); and of the following sessions of the Supreme Council in
Yerevan. He depicts how regional and republican deputations made their trips to
Moscow and addressed the leaders of the USSR on December 1, 1987, January 5-
12, February 7-17 and 26, June 28, 1988 (pp. 18-19, 27, 41, 156-157) and
performed at the sessions of the Legislative and Party authorities of the Soviet
Union (pp. 165-171, 214-216, 315-316).

However, the factors of ill-fated politics of parity practiced by Moscow and

3 De Waal T., Black Garden: Armenia and Azerbaijan Through Peace and War, NY,
2003. fndwu nb Ywuwy M., UL wigh, 6., 2014.
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supported there up today, its inability to resist pogroms in Azerbaijan, in common
with its wholesale blockade of frontiers, all railways and roads, established from
May - July 10, 1989, against Autonomous Karabakh region and from August of the
same year - against the Armenian SSR, and all building works in the area of the
earthquake ceased because of this operation (pp. 105, 162, 272-273, 310-320);
obstruction of resolutions adopted by the republican Supreme Council, in
common with the dissolution of the Soviet authorities in Artsakh on January 12,
1989, (p. 250); ambiguity of political solutions and repressive conduct on January
12 — November 28, 1989, of the Moscow offspring, named a Special Committee of
Governing at the Autonomous Region deeply disappointed the Armenian society. It
realized its obligation to do everything possible to ensure the self-defense of its
compatriots, at least those, who lived in the boundaries of Artsakh and on its own
republican border.

As soon as June 1988, and specially since the devastating earthquake of
December 7, 1988, Armenia dealt simultaneously with a tangle of issues. They
included support of Artsakh in every possible way, problems of maintenance of
vital activity in the area of the natural disaster which encompassed one third of its
territory, accommodation of refugees, reorganization of the economy, that
included introduction of private property, market commodity circulation and
competition, function of the national legislative power, development of multi-party
system, of the alternative elections and freedom of speech. Besides, our society
dealt with all these issues under the pressure of the most cruel blockade which
inflicted the systems of transportation, power engineering and mass media. All
these hardships were aggravated by serious shortage of food, together with
permanent and exhausting negotiations with the central authorities; as well as by
inevitable enrolment of emergency volunteer corps. Thus, peaceful and political
national-liberation movement was inevitably, step-by-step transforming into
waging of war.

In his analysis of this extremely complicated social context, H. Abrahamyan
pays particular attention to the vicious pogroms of January 13-19, 1990, in Baku.
He fairly and unconditionally qualifies them as genocide in the terms of
international law. The author also deflates the myth in regard to the alleged
multitude of the Azeri refugees from Armenia. He adduces comprehensive
figures, concerning the fate of half a million Armenians, who dwelled in
Azerbaijan, where they endured unrestrained violence, lost their homes and
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property, sustained all-embracing ethnic cleansing. In 1988-1990 there were 300
thousand Armenians and 160 thousand Azerbaijani refugees in the USSR.
Meantime, there were only 160 thousand Azeri dwellers in the whole Armenian
SSR; 40,7 thousands more lived in the Autonomous Region (Oblast) of
Mountainous Karabakh. At the same time, there were 500 thousand Armenians,
who lived in Azerbaijan. 360 thousands of them left their place of living, 280
thousands of this number settled down in Armenia, where the earthquake had
deprived over 500 thousand people of shelter in December. To sum up, there
were 800 thousand homeless in our republic. Besides, 160 thousand Azerbaijanis,
who emigrated from our republic, took away their belongings and got 200 million
rubbles of compensation from the Government of Armenia. In contrast to this
situation, 360 thousand Armenians, who were driven out of Azerbaijan, lost all
their property and did not get any compensation. Even at the end of 1989 only
147.900 Azerbaijanis left the Armenian SSR, whereas 8.800 remained in their
places of living (pp. 77-80).

As for the social and political activity in Soviet Armenia, the author of the
research willingly and comprehensively presents the inventive and mass activity,
that spread at the enterprises and meetings; he tells about the emergence of
political parties; the process of the sessions held at the Supreme Council, where
reunion of Artsakh with Armenia, as well as its breakaway from the Azerbaijani
SSR took proper shape and was made legal.

Among the advantages of this book we would also stress the fact that the
author gave prominence to the new quality of the Armenian All-national Movement
of February 24, 1988-1990, in common with Krounk Committee, established in
Autonomous Karabakh on March 2, 1988 (p. 30). It was the first time that our
people and its national representatives did not merely ask for help and interference;
they did not merely seek any suitable solution. In 1988 we supplied a problem with
its solution, besides, this approach employed all capabilities of the republican State
machinery and Public as well. In 1988 the Society did not merely pleade the all-
Union authorities; now it pointed out the methods and fulfilled its share of the
settlement itself. These days we had grown into a member, who regulated his
problems, instead of being an everlasting object of someone’s concern.

H. Abrahamyan depicts straight from the heart those contemporary and
completely legitimate methods applied in Armenia, in 1988-1990, that were totally
new for the Soviet environment. These meetings and strikes - since February 22,
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1988 (p. 112), populous demonstrations, processions, pickets, hunger strikes on
June 4 and in December of 1988 (pp. 150-151, 222, 245), sit-ins, measures like a
“deathly city” on March 26 and July 6, 1988 (pp. 123, 128, 160), politically
stipulated boycotts on October 12 and November 28, 1989, of the session,
summoned by the Supreme Council of the USSR (p. 317), gatherings of workers
of factories, enterprises and institutions, as well as of their Party organizations in
all areas with resolutions sent out to the higher bodies and colleagues all around
the Soviet Union were unprecedented for the Soviet country. People’s Diplomacy
broke through the information blockade, combined with misinformation; and trust
of the society into the possibility of global reforms, its motion and creative
approach towards Perestroika prompted utmost interest and deep affection in the
USSR, among the Diaspora Armenians, and also all around the world.

It was this affection that crucially backed up the Armenian people in painful
days and long years of the Spitak earthquake of December 7, 1988. Enormous
international support, that was carried to the Yerevan “Zvartnots” Airport from all
over the world, was indispensable in material, spiritual and socio-political aspects.
Unfortunately, this relief did not smooth over the acute Armenian-Azerbaijani
conflict; the significant landmarks of the latter had become resolutions, combats
and the first in Transcaucasia declaration of independence from the USSR,
proclaimed in Nakhichevan on January 15, 1990 (p. 106).

Resources of peaceful activities, put into practice by the Armenian All-
national Movement, were exhausted, when the public had adopted all essential
juridical documents on the integration of its Motherland, confirmed by the
sessions of the Regional Council of February 20, June 12, 1988, as well as by the
Extraordinary Session of the Supreme Council of the Armenian SSR on June 15
(pp- 152-156), by the session of the Council of the People’s deputies of MKAO* on
July 12 of the same year, by the Congress of the plenipotentiary representatives of
the Region’s population on August 16, 1989, by appeals of the National Council of
the MKAO on October 19 and of the joint session of the Supreme Council of the
Armenian SSR together with the National Council of the ARMK (MKAO) on
December 1, 1989 (pp. 250-259). Amidst this historical process, our people were
confronted with indifference of the central authorities, with the most outrageous

4 Mountainous Karabakh Autonomous Oblast or the Autonomous Region of the Moun-
tainous Karabakh.
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violations of the main legal principles, aggravated by the unacceptable tolerance,
manifested by Moscow in regard to the blockade and plentiful physical attacks on
the people in broad daylight (p. 5). The whole population of our Republic and
Autonomous Region was forced to withstand a reluctance of the all-Union
authorities to take into consideration the Armenian national interests; thus, their
residents arrived at the perception of importance inherent to such kind of
conceptions, as political independence and full rights of the Armenian Statehood.
So, the Nation put into practice its right to self-defense, which belongs to their
compatriots in Artsakh as well as to the people who live on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani borders. Thus, Yerevan along with all districts moved on to the
enrollment of the emergency volunteer detachments. The author of the given
monograph actively contributed to the successful solution of this imperative task.
We can deduce that the monograph under the title “Soviet Armenia during
the Years of the Nationwide Struggle (1988-1990)” by H. Abarahamyan is of real
value; it contributes considerably to the elaboration of the topics, related to the
contemporary history of the Armenian People. The book is written in vivid and
peculiar language; it bears the feelings and morale of its time, introduces events
identically and contains a considerable analytical component. This study is a
remarkable monument to both the author, who already passed away, and to all
those who asserted in 1988-1990 and in the following years the right of Artsakh
to liberty and reunion with the rest of Armenia. This volume will undoubtedly be
interesting to the wide circle of readers, along with advanced experts. It might
surely be translated into English and Russian; and all its text in Armenian is
downloaded in the World Web, at www.academia.edu/42291595. We are sure,
that people who have indeed shaped these substantial years will recognize
themselves and their time, while the younger generation will get the right
impression of quite recent, meaningful, hard though happy, frequently tragic
though glorious past, when both the State and Society, youth and mature
generation complemented one another and acted as an integrated unity.

GAYANE MAKHMOURIAN

Doctor of Sciences in History,
Institute of History of the NAS RA
ggmakhm@hotmail.com

273



