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In August 1918, during and after the Armenian Genocide, more than 20.000
refugees from Western Armenia and Cilicia kept pouring into Mesopotamia —
today’s Iraq, with no means of living whatsoever. Armenian national organizations,
local or other, as well as individual benefactors, provided moral and financial
support to the refugees, assisted them to recover from their unspeakable wounds,
sheltered and housed them in this hospitable country.

The present article seeks to acquaint the readers with various phases of one
of the most active philanthropic and educational organizations, namely — The
Armenian Relief Corps in Irag or better known as lragi Hye Karotelotz
Khnamakalutyun' whose role was crucial in assisting not only the neediest of the
mentioned refugees, but tacitly expanding their social and educational services to
the Iraqi Armenians throughout the first half of the 20" century.

Formation and Activities of the Iraqi Armenian Relief Corps

In the Armenian reality there have been several phases of despair and
endless disillusions, but bright and hopeful aspects were not rare either. The
organization of the Iraqi Armenian Relief Corps [IARC]® has been one of those

hopeful and resplendent aspects in Iraqi Armenian history from the start of the

" Cnndwdn Ubaphupugly F04.05.19, gnwpunudly £ 02.05.20, plinniadly b ipguigpnge-
Juiti 14.08.20:

! Ppwph <w) Ywpownbng Futwdwlywnyahi:

? Henceforth IARC.
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20t century until its suspension by the Iraqi Authorities in 19583. Therefore, it is
not accidental that this organization is characterized by the Encyclopedia of the
Armenian Diaspora, published in Yerevan, in 2003, as “the most diligent one in
the community”.#

When in 1918 the Armenian refugees arrived at Baquba refugee camp, the
Central Administration of the Armenian Red Cross® in The United States of
America was in constant touch with the president of the Armenian Refugee
Committee in Mesopotamia, Levon Shaghoyan and provided the displaced
refugees with financial and moral assistance. This process continued until 1927
when the first chapter of “Hye Gtutyan Khach®” (Cross of Armenian Charity) was
founded in Baghdad’.

In 1930, this organization was officially recognized by the lraqi Ministry of
Internal Affairs as a legal entity under the name Iraqi Hye Karotelotz
Khnamakalutyun - The Iraqi Armenian Relief Corps 8.

After the official recognition and registration, the first board of directors was
formed in Baghdad® and as per the organization’s Rules and Regulations
(Programme Code), branches were established in other parts of the country.
Hence, such chapters were formed successively in Haditha, Mosul, Geylani Camp,
and Kirkuk.

3 In 1958, after the military coup by the Iraqi army, the care of all the needy in the country
was transferred to the local “Red Crescent” and the licences issued on behalf of private organi-
zations were revoked, including that of the Iraqi Armenian Relief Corps.

* Uwpquyut 2003, 272:

5 Later the name was changed into Armenian Relief Society.

6 Cwy Geniebiwl fuws:

7 The Central Administration of the Armenian Red Cross in America contributed generous-
ly to the establishment of Havrezq village in 1929 by allocating 3000 $ followed by an additional
amount of 2000 $ to cover the innumerable needs of the people who settled down there.
(Levon Shagoyan’s archive, Havrezq folder, letter dated 17 November, 1929, written by Levon
Shaghoyan from Nahr Omar addressed to the Armenian Red Cross in America. - ARF Bureau,
Yerevan, 2019.

8 hpwph <wj Ywpownbiing uuwdwwniehiu 1976, 201:

 The members of the first Board of Directors were Margarit Minasian, Arusyak Nersesian,
Margarit Palian in addition to Dr. Hakob Chobanian and Dr. Emurze’ Qetenjian, also Captain
Shmavon Danielian and Mr. Hovhannes Hovhannesian.
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The IARC’s first annual General Convention was held in Baghdad, in 1934
Delegates, who participated in this convention, represented the 235 members of
the above chapters. During this convention the first Central Committee was
elected, consisting of the following members: Lusya Yesayian, Siranush Grigorian,
Tiran Gantarjian, Aram Duzian, Harutyun Sultanian, Sargis Grigorian and Mesrop
Hovhannesian.

Soon afterwards chapters were established in Basra, Margil (suburb of
Basra), Slekh (suburb of Baghdad), Khanagin, Suleymania, Havrezq, Zakho'' and
H-12. In other words, wherever Armenians settled down in their “New Home” and
formed a community, members of this organization were there to assist the needy
families, in particular the newly arrived refugees. By 1945, members of this
organization throughout Iraqg numbered more than 700 of both sexes'>.

One of the main goals of the IARC was to keep the refugees from begging on
the streets. In this regard strict and urgent steps were taken to overcome this
practice by taking care of the financial needs of the neediest families. Special
attention was given to the undernourished children. Consequently, in a short
while, the phenomenon of Armenian beggars diminished from the Iraqi streets'.

As mentioned above, during and after the Genocide, thousands of Armenian
refugees had arrived in Mesopotamia, who were in need of medical and moral
support. Most of them were suffering from various kinds of diseases, particularly
malaria, dysentery, tuberculosis and trakhoma, which they had attracted during
their five-month long and nightmarish journey from their homeland in
Vaspourakan (Van) and other parts of Western Armenia and Cilicia through

10 The IARC held 17 Annual General Conventions, the last was held in August, 1956.

" Havrezq and Zakho chapters were established in 1948 as per the Central Committee of
IARC’s letters Nos. 143 and 157 dated November 5, 1948 and December 27, 1948 respectively
addressed to Levon Shaghoyan. See Levon Shaghoyan’s archive, Havrezq Folder, ARF Central
Committee, Yerevan, 2019. For its importance we attach photo copies of these handwritten
letters to the present article to emphasize the role of the IARC as well as Shaghoyan’s decisive
part in every aspect of the Iragi community’s life during the first half of the 20% century.

12 H-1 was a pumping station on Mosul-Haifa oil pipeline. This station was established by
the British Air Force as a landing ground as “RAF H-1" in the 1930s. H-1 was one of several
airfields established as part of the British Mandate of Iraq.

3 Udhnth mbnbywwnninyshiu dp bpwph <wy Ywpownbing Fuuwdwwinyebwu 15-
wdbwyh wneht 1945, 15-18:

" pnwph <wy Oqunipbwt Upnepit - Lwuwwbu' «Kwy Ywpoyplyng Futwdwwini-
hib» <putinuwé' 1927-p, 2010, 75-77:
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Persia until arrival in their final destination in Iraq. Urgent and decisive steps
were taken to take care of the sick of all ages. Therefore, a dispensary/clinic was
opened on the IARC’s initiative, in Geylani quarter in Baghdad. The aim was to
take care and treat the more helpless and neediest of the refugees, in particular
the malnourished children. Devoted doctors were attending the clinic and
rendering their services to their unfortunate compatriots.

To give an idea of this clinic’s activities, it is worth mentioning that from April
1936 up to March 1937, 3502 medical examinations were carried out with 7876
prescriptions supplied to the sick visitors. In addition, 2142 patients suffering from
trakhoma were cured by Armenian oculists. Needless to say that all the doctors
and the rest of the medical team were working as volunteers. The clinic was open
to all®.

Some of the selfless and devoted doctors, who treated the patients were: Drs.
Hakob Chobanian, H. Raiyeesian, N. Ruben, N. Papikian. E. Ketenjian,
Keshishian, Levon Rshtouni and Karnik Hovhannesian. In appreciation of their
selfless service, those doctors were granted honorary membership of the
Armenian Relief Corps in Iraq during one of the latter’s Annual General
Conventions'®.

Unfortunately, due to reasons beyond the organization’s control, the clinic
building was demolished by the owner for personal reasons. However, this
practice of offering free medical treatment, as well as free medication continued
by the doctors in their own clinics, not only to patients from Baghdad, but to all
Armenians coming from various parts of Iraq".

In addition, the organization was in constant touch with the Armenian clinic-
sanatorium in Azuniya — Lebanon by taking care of the travel expenses and entry
visa fees of the patients, who were transfered there to recover from their illness.
These patients were suffering mainly from tuberculosis, which caused the death of
many people'®.

15 Cwj Oquniptiwt Uhniypbwu <wppipwdbw) Snpwdwnbwu 1910-2010, 2010, 76:

18 Udipnth wnbnbywwnninyehiu dp bpwph <wy Ywpownbing luuwdwlwinypbwu 15-wdb-
wyh wnpht 1945, 17:

17 Udthnth wnbintywwnninyshiu dp bpwph <w) Ywpowbiing luuwdwYwinypebwu 15-wdb-
wyh wngpht 1945, 17:

18 Udithnth nbnGywwnninyshiu dp hpwph <w) Ywpowtiing luuwdwywinypbwu 15-wdb-
wyh wnpht 1945, 17:
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The administration and services of the IARC’s multi-faceted program are
much more and worthy of publicity. In addition to the welfare work, education was
also one of its targeted goals. In all national schools of Iraq, the IARC aided
students who couldn’t afford paying the tuition fees. As a matter of fact, during
the years of its vibrant existence in Iraq (1927-1958) all the chapters did not spare
any means to satisfy the multiple needs of those around them. They were assigned
the noble task of healing the wounds of the Armenian Genocide survivors'd, to
help the helpless, supply food for their preservation, clothes to cover their bodies
and most important of all, education for their minds and encouragement for their
shattered spirits?®. Members of this organization made it their top priority to look
after the welfare of the widowed and the orphaned and to achieve those goals.
They worked hard to raise funds needed for the self-perpetuation efforts, being
put forth by this ancient race?'.

To give a better idea of the organization’s beneficial activities, we provide the
following excerpt from the organization’s bulletin issued during the 12" Annual
General Convention held in Baghdad February, 1949:

“....During the Convention, 36 authorized and 9 advisory deputies who had
come from various parts of Iraq, were present. Judging from the reports given by
these deputies about their activities in each chapter, it was apparent that during
1948, an amount of 3067 Iraqi dinars?? was allocated to cover various needs of
the community. The |IARC helped the schools and the needy students with 918
Iragi Dinars, for school construction 744 dinars, medication and travel expenses
for patients travelling to Lebanon for treatment 530 dinars. It contributed with
100 dinars to the construction of the National school in Baghdad and 300 dinars
as a loan for the same purpose, in addition to 267 dinars to the Armenian
clinic”.

Appeals were made to all the chapters from the Armenians, residing in Iraq
for assistance in various fields such as loans or gifts for the elderly homeless and

19'1n 1932 Iraq declared its independence and became a full member in the League of Na-
tions. Consequently, Iraqi citizenship was granted to all those who were living in this country,
including the Armenian refugees.

20 Rustigian 1951, 54-55.

2 hpwph <wy Ywpownbiing vuwdww|nuetiwu dt Mwngwdwinpwlwu dnnnyh wunb-
uwgpnuehtu, 1952: « Iywdwpym, V. Swph, (3t 33, b9 3, wnwehu uptuwy:

22 For the readers’ information, at that time, one Iraqi dinar equaled 3.70 US dollars.

2 Qnyudwinw, 10 Uwpw, 1949, 1:
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people, seeking medical assistance. According to the summary of the
organizations, 15" Annual General Convention, held on 6 June, 1952, substantial
amounts were allocated to various chapters in Iraq to meet the needs of education
and other philanthropic activities. For example, an amount of 540 Iraqi dinars was
allocated for Armenian national schools, 425 dinars as tuition fees for the needy
students, 680 dinars to participate in school construction works, 110 dinars
financial assistance to the poor. Finally, an amount of 250 dinars was allocated to
young girls who were interested in taking sewing and dress designing courses?*.

The above-mentioned figures attest the extent of this organization’s devotion
to their nation through the fruitful activities they exercised in every public and
social field they set foot. In addition to rendering financial aid to the helpless
people, they also played a dominant role in the preservation of national values,
moral ethics and didactic activities which is undeniable and incontestable?. In this
regard, it is important to point out that the lecture series organized by IARC and
delivered by experts from various fields and other educational activities did not
only create a joyful and truly national atmosphere, but also helped raise the
morale of the people?®.

In the late spring of 1954 floods had run over many cities and villages of Iraq.
The IARC naturally could not sit still without helping their fellow Iraqis by
providing significant assistance to all the victims indiscriminately. In Basra, for
example, a cultural event was organized on June 10, 1954 by the IARC together
with the Armenian Young Men Association, and the entire income of 100.378
Iragi dinars was handed over to the governor of Basra®’.

The activities and the dedication of the IARC were not confined to its
compatriots inside Iraq; rather spread out of the borders wherever these were
needed. As a result of the catastrophic events of 1948, thousands of Palestinians
were left homeless and in dire need of food, blankets and clothing. The IARC,
despite its private calling, did not hesitate to extend a hand and help the suffering

2 ppwph <w) Ywpowbing uuwdwlwniebwu db Mwungqwdwinpwlwu dnnnyh wnb-
uwqgpnuehiu, 2019:

%5 This was reflected in the activities of the Junior chapters of the IARC (Mwpdwunthp-
ubipnt funwiptip), where the girls were educated and trained to become good mothers in future
with national moral ethics.

%6 Qtwuwfuounyehit' Pdhoy k. Lbpbuttwuh Ynndku, bpwph <wy Ywpownbing luuwdw-
Yuiniebiwtu opnwwy wneht, Gnjwdwnpw, 1952, phi17:

2 Qnyudwpw, 1953, pht 41:
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Palestinians as far as possible by raising funds to alleviate their suffering. For
example, in 1949 the Habbaniya chapter, succeeded in giving a performance for
this purpose, while in Khanaqin having only 42 members, it was possible to raise
an amount of 157.670 Iraqi dinars which was handed over to the government. In
return, the IARC chapter of Khanagqin received a letter of thanks and appreciation
from the authorities concerned.

Over time, the number of the members of IARC multiplied and owing to their
dedication and heartfelt activities, gained the trust of the people. In 1952, during
the 15 Annual General Convention held in Baghdad, it was confirmed that there
were 960 members throughout the whole country. It is interesting to note that if
we take into consideration that the Armenians living in Iraq at that time counted
nearly 14000, then it is obvious that 7 percent of the community were members
in this most active organization, which by now, had branches spread all over Iraq,
rendering it’s services to all the needy and helpless people.

In September 1954, all the organizations and societies in Iraq were dissolved
by the government’s order. The IARC was not an exception. However, the latter
applied to the Ministry of Home Affairs, asking for the re-establishment of the
organization. After making some ftrivial changes in its Code, the necessary
permission was granted at the beginning of 1955. According to this reformed
Code, the IARC was accountable to the said ministry by presenting its financial as
well as its regular activities.

In 1957, chapters of the Iraqi Armenian Corps were functioning in 13
cities/villages, namely Baghdad (city), Geylani Camp, Slekh, Kirkuk, Mosul,
Khanaqin, Zakho, Havrezq, Habbainya, Hadithe’, Basra (city), Margil and Fao. By
this time the members numbered more than 1000, mostly women.

In 1958, after the military coup by the Iragi army, the care of all the needy in
the country was transferred to the local “Red Crescent” and the licenses issued
on behalf of others were revoked, including that of the Iraqgi Armenian Relief
Corps. Despite this, the licence given to the Basra chapter was kept intact and this
branch continued functioning until the recent unfortunate events in Iraq that
made it impossible to continue.

At present, the activities of the IARC have come to a full stand still because of
the unstable and insecure conditions, prevailing in Iraq.

As a conclusion, judging from the foregoing, it is obvious that the IARC was
the center of all social and relief activites inside Iraq during the first half of the
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20%century. It maintained clinics, dispensaries as well as open-air camps and
sanatorium. To achieve these goals, each year this organization called for raising
of a stipulated annual sum to be sent to the Central Committee in order to make
up the Annual Budget, which was assigned by the preceding Annual General
Convention. From this Annual Budget the allotments were made to the various
chapters in Iraq for the maintenance of their local projects. The financial aid
received from various Armenian organizations, such as the regular annual sum of
500 dollars from the Central Committee of the Armenian Red Cross (later
renamed the Armenian Relief Society), the donations from The Rehabilitation
Society of Vaspourakan (established in USA, in 1917 but merged with the
Vaspourakan Society in 1930), as well as Vaspourakan Society and of course,
contributions from the well-off Iraqi members of the community plus the humble
membership fees, were invaluable and undeniable.
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The Central Committee
of the Iraqi Armenian
Relief Corps, 1936,
Baghdad.

Members and Young Women of the Iraqi Armenian Relief Corps of Margil chapter
during one of the visits of the national hero Levon (pasha) Shaghoyan to Basra, 1952.

(Levon Shaghoyan first row 7th from left).
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hPULh <U3 YUroSLELNS LUUUYULNREBHRL
(1927/1930-1958)

o<uutUuL U.
Wdthnthnud

Pwbwh pwntip' Uhgwgbwnp, bpwp, <wyng Stnwuwwuniphiu, yapwwpnn-
ubp, Lbinu Gwnojtwu, bpwph <wj Ywpowbing hutwdwYwinyshiu, Swptywu
Muwwnqwdwinpulwu dnnny:

Cwyng Stnwuwwuniebwu wwphubpniu wikih pwu 20000 hwy thwjuu-
wnwywuutp Upbwnbwu <wjwuwnwutu e Yphypwiku hwugpniwt  quwu
Ppwph hphipppuyw) hndwuhp ubippn), sniubuwny wwpnwwnh ny dh dhong:
Owwp tir hwjywlywu wgguiht Yuwqdwybpwniehiuubip, huswybu bwbt wuhwun
pwnbignpdubip ny Uh owup futwtight nmwpwaghpubpniu oqunietiwu dtnp JLy-
ubnd’ wwwnuwwpbiny quunup b hnquiny hpbug Yeuuwlwu pninp wkwnpbpp:

Lbipywy jonnuwdny wunpwnwpd Yuwnwpnuwsd & gbipnhotw) Yuqdwybip-
wniehiuubpbu wdtuwlywgdwytpwynwwsd G Yppunwunhwpwyswywu ni pupb-
uppwlwu Jwpdhup dp' bpwph <wy Ywpownbing utwdwwnyebwu Ytu-nw-
pbw) gnpénwutnyebiwt wwpptp dwdwuwlywhwwnnuwdubipniu: Ywpownbingh
ntpp ns dhwju Stnwuwwuniehiup ybpwwpnnubpniu wudhowywu G YEuuw-
Ywu odwunwyniehtt hwugubiju Ep, wybr hp gnpéniubniehiup dwiiwnitigu b
pungnytig hpwpwhwjnyetiwu YGwuphtu pninp ninpunutipp: <Gwnbiwpwp, puw-
Ywu Lk, np wyu Yugdwybpwnyshiup hp wuuwhdwu nt wupwhwpuunhp unthpne-
dny wpdwuwguwt pninph uppnju bt jwpgwuphu:

APMAHCKWIA KOPMYC NOMOLLU B UPAKE
(1927/1930-1958)

OlFAHAH C.

Pe3iome

KnroyeBbie cnosa: Meconotamua, Wpak, reHouup apmaH, 6emeHubl, JleBoH
WarosaH, Apmanckuii kopnyc nomowm B Wpake, NoguyHoe penytatckoe cobpaHue.
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Bo Bpema u nocne reHouupa 6onee 20.000 bemeHues n3 3anapHoii Ap-
mMeHun 1 Kunukum Hawnm npubexuite B Meconotammn (coBpemeHHblid Vpak).
ApMAHCKME HaLMOHaNbHbIE OpraHM3aLnK, a TakKe oTfenbHble bnaroTBopuTe-
NN OKasanu MopasbHYH WU (hMHAHCOBYIO NoAAepMKy OexeHlam, obecneyns nx
HUNbEM 1 BCEM HEOOXOANMbIM.

Ocobo cnepyeT BblaenuTb 61aroTBOPUTENbHYIO OpraHM3auuilo «ApMmaAH-
CKuWiA Kopnyc nomoluv B Mpake», Kotopas bGonee usBecTHa Kak «lraqi Hye
Karotelotz Khnamakalutyun». «ApmaHckuii kopnyc nomoluy B Mpake» cbir-
pan KNoYeByto pofib He TONbKO B OKa3aHWK NOMOLLIM Hanbonee HymjaroLmmea
GexeHuam, HoO 1 B MPefoCTaBNeHUN YCIYr Kak B couuanbHoil cdepe, Tak U B
chepe obpasoBaHuA.
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