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Lambeth Palace, SE1 7JU
CHRISTMAS 1977

Your Holiness,
Beldved Brother in Christ
“) come let us adore him, Christ the Lord™

These words form part of the chorus of one of the hymns most
often sung by the faithful of the Church of England in the Christmas
season. They echo the words of the shepherds to. each other after the
good news of the birth of Jesus Christ had been announced to them by
an angel: “Let us now go even unto Hethlehem and see this thing which
has come to pass”. (5t. Luke 2:15)

The Evangelist St. Luke goes on to describe how the shepherds
hastened to Bethlehem and found there Mary and Joseph and the Child
who had been born to them. 5t. Matthew in his narrative describes the
visit of those who are traditionally called the “wise men from the east”
who came to Jerusalem seeking their new King, for, as they said, “we
have seen his star in the east and are come to worship him". (St. Mat-
thew 2:2)

‘So it is that people poor and rich, old and young, throughout the
Christian era have heard the news of the birth of their Saviour with de-
light, and have hurried to adore the Infant born for them in Bethlehem.
Their desire to worship may lead them to make a long pilgrimage or
they may join in adoration with other faithful believers nearer home.
Wherever they may be, their joy is the same.

As the time of the celebration of the birth of the Christ-child ar-
rives again, we greet you Your Holiness in the joy of celebration. We
pray that this joy may not be ours and yours only as we kneel in adora-
tion at the crib of Jesus, the Babe of Bethlehem, but may continue with
us and the faithful of our Churches in the year which lies ahead. May
this year be in a special way a year of the Prince of Peace and may His
peace be seen throughout the world which He came to save.

With warmest greetings in His Name,

Your affectionate Brother in Christ,
DONALD CANTUAR
Archbishop of Canterbury
Primate of All England and Metropolitan

His Holiness Yeghishe Derderian,
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem,
P. O. Box 14001,
Jerusalem, lsrael
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LE MAIRE DE PARIS

Sainteté,

C'est aujourd’hui seulement que j'ai appris que Votre Sainteté était
de passage dans notre capitale et qu'Elle y achevait son séjour.

Les liens d'amitié séculaire tissés entre la France et les Arméniens,
et la signification exceptionnelle que prend, de ce fait, la présence de
Votre Sainteté au milieu des fidéles de son peuple venu en grand nombre
trouver refuge au foyer de la nation francaise, me font regretter vivement
d'avoir été informé si tardivement.

Jaurais eu & coeur, en effet, de recevoir comme il sied, Votre
Sainteté en cet Hotel de Ville pour lui addresser le salut déférent du
peupie de Paris.

Mon collaborateur Bernard Billaud étant indisponible ce soir, jai
chargé Monsieur Jacques Rigoult de me représenter auprés de Vous et
de Vous faire tenir ce message d'estime et d'amilié.

Je prie Votre Sainteté de bien vouloir agréer 'hommage de mes
sentiments les plus profondément dévoués.

Paris, le 17 Fevrier 1978

Jacques Chirac

Sa Sainteté Vazken
Patriarche Supréme et
Catholicos de Tous les Arméniens
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redi 17 février, Sa Saintelé Vaeken I=, catholicos dé tous les Arméniens,
qui était accompagné de Mgr. Adjemian, adjoint de 'archevique de Jé-
rusalem, et de Mgr. Manoukian, délégué du catholicos en Europe. Sa
Saintet¢ Vazken i= est patriarche d'Etchmiadzine en Union seviétique.
Le ministre — indique le Quai d'Orsay — a souligné que les droits et
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rappelé la position de la Francé en favéur de la conservation &t de la
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quzls notamment une totale liberté d'acciks doit élre assurée.
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