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Your Holiness, the Catholicos of all Armenians,

| reply to Your great address and Your words of greeting with
great- warmth. And. | thank.you very.much indeed, for this mark of Your
esteem, not merely for my person, but for '~ﬂ}:'1ﬂ'.l'mrch which Qur dele:
gation represents. [ shall ware it in pride as a link belween our twt!
Churches and as a most happy momento of our visit to Armenia and to
this city of Holy Etchmiadzin.

The history of our two Churches goes back to historical days.
You, in this Church, trace that history back to the days of Saints Bar:
tholomew and Thaddeus. We make no such direct Apostolic claim. Ne-
vertheless we rejoice to know that the seeds of Christianity were planted
in Britain, a very short time alter the resurrection of our Lord Jesus,
Further, our Communion holds to the Apostolic faith, based on the Bible,
on the Creeds, on the Sacraments, and on the Apostolic Ministry, and
that is a very close tie to bind us to Your great Church.

Your Holiness, it has been a great pleasure and joy for us all, to
meet with Yourself and with Your Archbishops, Bishops, Clergy and
People. As | said in Your Cathedral this morning, we are particularly
glad that our visit coincides with the 22nd anniversary of Your enthron-
ment. And we are also very glad that it coincided with the meeting of
Patriarchs of Your Church, from various parts of the world. So that in
this Holy Place, we have met most of Your great leaders.

Your Holiness has alluded in Your address to the letters sent by
the Patriarch of Constantinople, exactly a hundred years ago, to one of
my predecessors, Archbishop Tate. How happy He would be, and how
happy Archbishop Davidson would be, were they to be here todayl We
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believe in the fellowship of the Saints, so we can believe and hope that
they ‘'share this great occasion with us.

The Bishop of London, Dr. Elisson, begged me bring to Your Ho-
liness his greetings and his respects. It is a joy to us that in our Capital
city we are able to give our welcome to many Armenians, and elsewhere
as well in Britain. And it is a special joy to us to make available to
lhem, places for their worship.

We were greatly moved, Your Holiness, the day before yesterday,
when We laid the wreath on that Sacred Spot. The Spot that reminded
us primarily of the genocide of 1915, but also of other genocides within
our own lifetime, and of the cruelty of one nation to another, down the
years of this tragic century.

We join hands with You and with all men of good-will, in the
search for peace based on justice. With You, We long an end to the
arm's race, an end to the competion for arms, for the arm’s race cons-
titutes a danger to our world, and is also a criminal waste of the world's
resources. We must seek to eliminate, to finish, to end all those condi-
tions which make towards war, cause war. | mention poverty, || mention
illiteracy, | mention ignorance, | mention disease, | mention the sins of
men which we all share. These things create situations out of which war
comes. These are the things which destroy justice and peace, and we
must seek with all our hearts, to eliminate these causes of war

Many years before Christ, an old Hebrew looked up into the
night-sky. He saw the moon and the stars. And he looked at the vast
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immensity of the heavens. He asked the question which all of us ask
from time to time: “What is man that Thou art mindful of Him? Or the
son of man that Thou regardest him?" What answer would you have gi-
given to his question? You would have said — he is nothing, he is so
small compared with the immensities of space and time, But that is pre-
cisely the answer which the psalmist did not give, He said: “How greal
is man. God made him only a little lower than the angels. And crowned
him with glory and honour, and put in his charge all the bounlies of na-
ture. | believe that it is the task of the Church. constantly to ask the
psalmist's question. We are very small. Our life is very short. What are
we? What is it that makes the difference between us and animals? The
answer that the hristian faith gives, is perfectly clear: the thing which
makes us unique in God's world, is our responsibility. The fact that we
can reply to God when He speaks to us. There is our value. A value
which can only finally be measured in the light of the Cross of Christ.
There, as | look on the Cross of Christ, | see the value of man to God.
God thought enough of me, to send His Son to die for me. This is the
very heart of the Christian message. Here is the value of man, His value
to God. His value to his neighbours. And every philosophy, every poli-
tical system must be judged by that, and by that alone. And if that is
not at its center, then the:seeds of death and destruction are in that
system. This is the faith ‘of the Christian Church. To this, please God,
We shall be faithful. And to this we shall bear witness, as the Sainls
have done, down the centuries, in Armenia, in Britain; and as they aré
bearing their witness to the death today, in many parts of the world.
May God ‘make both our Churches faithful to that Gospel. ;

Your Holiness, once again | thank You for Your welcome to us
all, for the joy of worship and friendship. And for this treasure which I
shall share with all my brothers here. ‘

We have a little gift which We would very much like lo offer to
You. It is an old print of Our Canterbury Cathedral. And it is our hope
that as We had welcomed You to Lambeth in London, so We may wel-
come You to Our Church in Canterbury. And there We may say Our
prayers together, in the name of our common Lord,
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