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TO ARMENIA

Now again | think of you, — as in days when | was young —,
Vehemently, and | feel that | am growing strong;
O, you are ours, Armenia, and that alone is enough,

You are ours ... and behold from the centuries far off

| feel the return to me, and | feel linked through you
To my ancestors' soul, all viguur, light, tenderness, due
To your soil, and to you, to your pure waler and air,
To your soul, a breath of which still in my heart I bear,

And in my blood secretly it lived and made me worthy
To come to you, to embrace and caress you heartily .
You are ours ...: And although they have seized you from us,
And have trampled over you, squeezed you and left you thus

A doleful skeleton of your mountains and plains bare,

Yet you are ours, | say so and ardently repeat it here;
And as a youth rememb'ring his betrothed love far away,
A sudden joy and shiver fills my heart and makes it sway.

Trans. M. MANOUKIAN VAHAN TEKEYAN
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