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PE3IOME

80 meT Hazazn, B HOUL ¢ 5 Ha 6 ampens 1938 roga ckongancs Karommkoc Beex
Apwmsa Xopen | Mypanbekss. B uctopun ApmsHckoit LlepkBu TpyIHO BCIIOMHUTH
Oonee 3araJIouHyI0 CMepTh, yeM KoHunHa Kartommkoca Xopena [. Ilo odummans-
HOW BepcuHW MpUYMHON cMmepTH Ero CBsATeimmecTBa OB CepAeYHBIN TPUCTYTI.
OnHako, COIMAacHO UCCIIECAOBAHUAM, B HCTOPUOrpadUN CyIIeCTBYET HHASI BEPCHSL.
TauncTtBeHHy0 cMepTh uccienoBanu Crenan CrenaHsHu, ApMeHak MaHyKsSH
u Toprom Beranersn. Bce equHoracHo NpHIUIM K 3aKJIIOYSHHIO, YTO 3TO ObLIa
HaCUJIbCTBEHHAs CMEPTh, OPraHN30BaHHAsI COBETCKUM MPABUTENLCTBOM. B KoHIIE
1930-x rogoB naBienue Ha ApMmsHckyto LlepkoBs u IlepBomnpecronbubiit CBATOM

30°1937-1953 pyulubbtbpht <44 Yhtnyndh wnweh pupnninup:
31 Stu Q. BJuqyuib, Y. wohu., by 142:
32 «duntipugptip <wy GRtinkgne wywudiniplwby, ghpp B, ke 571-572:
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OumMuan3ul ycununock. B 1938 rony, 4 aBrycra, cinycts 4 Mecsila mocie «He-
oxuaaHHoi» xoHuuHsl [laTpuapxa 3aceganue Otopo LUK Kommnaprun Apmenun
MMOCTAHOBHJIO YCHJIUTh aHTUIIEPKOBHYIO OOpHOY M yIpa3aHUTH TyXOBHBIA LIEHTP
apMstHCKoro Hapona: «lIpuHrMas Bo BHUMaHHe, YTO UMEIOIIUECs MaTepuasbl U30-
OMUYaOT KaTOJIMKOCaT JUMHUaI3MHa B aKTUBHOM 00pb0e npoTuB CoBETCKOH Bia-
CTH M apMSHCKOTO HApO/a, 3aKPBITh JUMUAI3UHCKIIT MOHACTHIPh U TIPEBPATHUTH
€ro B My3€i, He U30MpaTh HOBOI'O KaTOJUKOCA U YNPA3IHUTh LEHTP apMsSHCKOIO
INYXOBEHCTBA — KaTOJIMKOCAT DUMHAI3HHAY.

SUMMARY

Catholicos of All Armenians Khoren I Muradbekyan died 80 years ago, on April
6 1938. In the history of the Armenian Church, it is difficult to recall such a mysteri-
ous death as that of Patriarch Khoren.

According to the official version, the cause of the Catholicos’ death was a heart
attack. However, researches in historiography assert another version.

The mysterious death of the Catholicos was studied by S. Stepanyants, Arme-
nak Manukyan, Torgom Vehapetyan, who unanimously concluded that the death
of the Catholicos had been a consequence of violence organized by the Soviet
government.

In the late 1930s, the pressure on the Armenian Church and the Holy See of
Etchmiadzin grew more and more. On August 4, 1938, four months after the “unex-
pected” death of the Patriarch, the meeting of the bureau of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of Armenia decided to intensify the anti-clerical struggle
and abolish the spiritual center of the Armenian nation: “Close the Monastery of
Etchmiadzin, turning it into a museum, do not elect a new Catholicos and eliminate
the Catholicosate of Etchmiadzin as the center of the Armenian clergy taking into
account the fact that these materials exposed the active struggle of the Catholicosate
of Etchmiadzin against the Soviet government and against the Armenian people”.



