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COMMON DECLARATION
OF HIS HOLINESS KAREKIN IT AND HIS HOLINESS FRANCIS
AT HOLY ETCHMIADZIN, REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

Today in Holy Etchmiadzin, spiritual center of All Armenians, we, Karekin
I1, Catholicos of All Armenians and Pope Francis raise our minds and hearts in
thanksgiving to the Almighty for the continuing and growing closeness in faith
and love between the Armenian Apostolic Church and the Catholic Church in
their common witness to the Gospel message of salvation in a world torn by
strife and yearning for comfort and hope. We praise the Most Holy Trinity,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, for enabling us to come together in the biblical land
of Ararat, which stands as a reminder that God will ever be our protection and
salvation. We are spiritually gratified to remember that in 2001, on the occasion
of the 1700 anniversary of the proclamation of Christianity as the religion of
Armenia, Saint John Paul II visited Armenia and was a witness to a new page
in warm and fraternal relations between the Armenian Apostolic Church and
the Catholic Church. We are grateful that we had the grace of being together,
at a solemn liturgy in Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome on 12 April 2015, where
we pledged our will to oppose every form of discrimination and violence, and
commemorated the victims of what the Common Declaration of His Holiness
John-Paul II and His Holiness Karekin II spoke of as “the extermination of a
million and a half Armenian Christians, in what is generally referred to as the
first genocide of the twentieth century” (27 September 2001).

We praise the Lord that today, the Christian faith is again a vibrant reality
in Armenia, and that the Armenian Church carries on her mission with a spirit
of fraternal collaboration between the Churches, sustaining the faithful in
building a world of solidarity, justice and peace.

Sadly, though, we are witnessing an immense tragedy unfolding before
our eyes, of countless innocent people being killed, displaced or forced into
a painful and uncertain exile by continuing conflicts on ethnic, economic,
political and religious grounds in the Middle East and other parts of the
world. As a result, religious and ethnic minorities have become the target of
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persecution and cruel treatment, to the point that suffering for one’s religious
belief has become a daily reality. The martyrs belong to all the Churches and
their suffering is an “ecumenism of blood” which transcends the historical
divisions between Christians, calling us all to promote the visible unity
of Christ’s disciples. Together we pray, through the intercession of the holy
Apostles, Peter and Paul, Thaddeus and Bartholomew, for a change of heart in
all those who commit such crimes and those who are in a position to stop the
violence. We implore the leaders of nations to listen to the plea of millions of
human beings who long for peace and justice in the world, who demand respect
for their God-given rights, who have urgent need of bread, not guns. Sadly, we
are witnessing a presentation of religion and religious values in a fundamentalist
way, which is used to justify the spread of hatred, discrimination and violence.
The justification of such crimes on the basis of religious ideas is unacceptable,
for “God is not the author of confusion, but of peace” (I Corinthians 14: 33).
Moreover, respect for religious difference is the necessary condition for the
peaceful cohabitation of different ethnic and religious communities. Precisely
because we are Christians, we are called to seek and implement paths towards
reconciliation and peace. In this regard we also express our hope for a peaceful
resolution of the issues surrounding Nagorno-Karabakh.

Mindful of what Jesus taught his disciples when he said: “I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you
visited me, I was in prison and you came to me” (Matthew 25: 35-36), we ask
the faithful of our Churches to open their hearts and hands to the victims of
war and terrorism, to refugees and their families. At issue is the very sense of
our humanity, our solidarity, compassion and generosity, which can only be
properly expressed in an immediate practical commitment of resources. We
acknowledge all that is already being done, but we insist that much more is
needed on the part of political leaders and the international community in
order to ensure the right of all to live in peace and security, to uphold the rule
of law, to protect religious and ethnic minorities, to combat human trafficking
and smuggling.

The secularization of large sectors of society, its alienation from the spiritual
and divine leads inevitably to a desacralized and materialistic vision of man
and the human family. In this respect we are concerned about the crisis of the
family in many countries. The Armenian Apostolic Church and the Catholic
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Church share the same vision of the family, based on marriage, an act of freely
given and faithful love between man and woman.

We gladly confirm that despite continuing divisions among Christians, we
have come to realize more clearly that what unites us is much more than what
divides us. This is the solid basis upon which the unity of Christ’s Church
will be made manifest, in accordance with the Lord’s words, “that they all
may be one” (John 17: 21). Over the past decades the relationship between the
Armenian Apostolic Church and the Catholic Church has successfully entered a
new phase, strengthened by our mutual prayers and joint efforts in overcoming
contemporary challenges. Today we are convinced of the crucial importance of
furthering this relationship, engaging in deeper and more decisive collaboration
not only in the area of theology, but also in prayer and active cooperation on
the level of the local communities, with a view to sharing full communion and
concrete expressions of unity. We urge our faithful to work in harmony for
the promotion in society of the Christian values which effectively contribute
to building a civilization of justice, peace and human solidarity. The path of
reconciliation and brotherhood lies open before us. May the Holy Spirit, who
guides us into all truth (cf. John 16: 13), sustain every genuine effort to build
bridges of love and communion between us.

From Holy Etchmiadzin we call on all our faithful to join us in prayer, in the
words of Saint Nerses the Gracious: “Glorified Lord, accept the supplications
of Your servants, and graciously fulfil our petitions, through the intercession
of the Holy Mother of God, John the Baptist, the first martyr Saint Stephen,
Saint Gregory our Illuminator, the Holy Apostles, Prophets, Divines, Martyrs,
Patriarchs, Hermits, Virgins and all Your saints in Heaven and on Earth. And
unto You, O indivisible Holy Trinity, be glory and worship forever and ever.
Amen”.

Holy Etchmiadzin, 26 June 2016

His Holiness Karekin 11 His Holiness Francis



2016 2. EQUhUDPL 31

L. U. 0. S. S. +Ur63hv £ GUENPUNUR
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Ujuon hwdwju hwynipyuu hngtinp Yaunpnu Unipp Eodhwdunud, dbup'
SGuptighu £. Udhuwyu Cuyng Ywpennhynup o bpwughulnu Muwp, pu-
owynud tup dbip dwnptipp @ upmtipp npwtiu Junphwjuynipyuu wnipp Udb-
uwupnnht' wuwypwpny pwypwyywo tie uthnthwuph nt hnyuh dSwpwyny
1tgniu wfuwphnud Jupniuwytn e dkdwgutynt hwyjwwmh nt uhpn ubipm
Juutipp Cuyng BYtintigm b Ywpn)hly Ghtintigm dhotn” thpynipjw wyb-
nwpwiwlwu nintpah hptug hwdpunhwunip Jyuynipjudp:

Utitp thwunwpwunid Gup wdbuwunipp Gppnpnnipyuiup’ <npp, (pgniu
t Unipp Sngmiu, phpthwwu Upwpuwh tpypnd daubny ne huwpuwyn-
nnipgniup dtiq puatintgnt hwdwp, npp Juugniu £ npytiu Jyuynipyniu, np
Uuwnywd £ dhyu dbip uwonwywunipyniuu nt thpynipjniup:

SGnhnmuwlnipjudp mt hngtinp nipwjunipjudp Gup wunpunwunund,
nn 2001 pywlwuhu pphunnutmipniup Cujwunwunmd yonwlwu Ypnu
hngwldwu 1700-wdjuih wnhpny Swjwunmwu wyghiig Unipp 4nyhw-
ubiu-Nnnnu A. Muwwp' npybiu <wy W Ywpnihy Gytnbghutph tinpuypu-
Juu otind hwpwpbpmpymuubiph ywwdnipjuu unp LEoh yyuynipniu:
Uiup tpujumnmwwupun Gup, np 2unphu tup nubigly dhwuhu jhutnm <nndh
Unipp Ntinpnuh Uuyp nmwdwpnd, hwunhuwynp yunmwpwugh dudwuwy,
2015 p., wmwynphth 12-htu, npntin dbup dtp hwuduwnnipyniut wipmwhwynb-
ghup hwjunwnpabjnt pnunipjuu nt wuhwunmpdnnujuwunipjuu guuljw-
gwd nputanpnud’ Ybpuynstny wyu, huy wpnbt hwunmwnyty bp <ndhwb-
utiu Mnnnu A.-h th Swptghu /. Udkuwju Suyng bGwpnnhynuh Ynnuhg
unnpugpywo hwdwnmbtn hwynmwpwpnipjuu dbky, np «dtynijtiu dhjhnu
hwy pphunnuyywutiph ptwyusndu punhwupuwytiu puuyynd £ hppta b.
nunph wnwohu ginuuwywunipniuy (Swdwwnbn hwynwpupnipintu, Sw-
npghu £. W Snghwiutiu-Nnnnu 8., 27 utiyuntdptinh, 2001 j.):

®uwnp Pwipapjuht, np wyuonp pphunnutijuu hwwwnp Yhuunmuwly
hpwjwunipiniu | Swjwumwund, wm Cuwyng Ghtintight hp jhwupdtp wnw-
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plijnipymiuu  hpujutugunid’ tytinghutiph dhetn whpnn hwdwgnpowl-
gnipjwl tnpuypuljuw ngny utigmy [hutgny hwjuwwmwgyujutiphu’ gnpuw-
Uhg, wpnup o juwnun wpfuwnphp Yhpndwu gnpond: 8wynp, dkup yyw-
ubip Gup dbp wyptiph wnwy wntinh mutignn vh dbd nnptipngnipyuy’ wuphy
wuhwdwp wudln dwpnuig uyuwunipymuutph, Utpawuynp Upttgpnid
. wpuwphh wyy owgbtinmud Lpuhly, mumbtiuww, punupwluu th jpnuw-
Jut hhuptph ypw qupgugnn upniuwuljuu punyph hwjudwpunn-
pIntuutinny phjunpuwd mbtinuhwunidutiph jud yupuomwnpjuo guyjwih
n1 wunpny wpunputiph: Uy wdtiuh wpnyniupnmd jpnuwljuu @ Epuhy thnp-
pudwuunipyniiubinn pupaty Gu hwjwowuputinh tt pudwu Yyopuptipdniu-
ph phpwju, wyu wnnidny, np uthwjwu Ypnuwjuwu hwingunmuph hwdwp
nwnwybp nupaty Euwdbuopyu hpujuunipyniu: ‘Luhwwnwlutipp yuw-
Juunud tu pninp Ghtintighutipht, W tpuwug mwunwwywupp «wupyuu EYnudt-
uhqu» £, npp wunpwugunid £ pphumnuyyuutiph dhotn wnju wundwwu
pwdwumdubtpp’ ukq pninphu Yngny tuyuuntyni Rphunnuh wnwpyugub-
nh mbtuwubh dhwutwluwunipjwunp: Utiup, Unipp Unwpjwjutiph’ Mbnpn-
uh ti Nnnnuh, (FGuntinuh W Ffupnninhdtinuh pupbijununipyudp, dhwuuw-
pwp wnnpnd tup, npytiugh upmbiph thnthnfunipyniu mtinh nutuw pnjnph
uby, upwug, nyptipn gnponid tu wyuwyhuh hwugwuputin o upwug, nypbp
hptug nhpph 2unphhy Jupnn Gu juugutiguty ppunipynivutinp: Utiup hnp-
nnpnid bup wggbph wnweunpnutpht’ niuunptyn dhihnuwynp dwpnu-
Jht wpwpwodutph Ynsh, nyptin fuwnunnipniu thh wpnupnipniu G wmku-
smud wpuwphnud, nyptip hwpquup tu ywhwusnid hptiug wumywdwmnnip
hpwyniuputipnh ujuundwdp, nyptin wuhwwywn Juphp niutiu hwgh, wy) ny
et qiuptinh:

Swynp, utiup wjwuwmbu tup Ypnuh I Ypnuwjun wpdbpubinh wpdw-
wnwljwi nputinpmidutiph, npnup Yhpunymd b wnbjnipjw, junpuju-
unipjwi nt pnunipjwy mwpwonidu wpnupwugutin hwdwp: LUwuwnhy
hwgwuputiph' Ypntwjui qunuthwputipng wppupugnidu wuptnmub-
1h £, pwuh np «Uungwd junnynipyut Uumywop sk, wy juwnunnipjuu»
(U. Unp. d%. 33): UYtght, Ypnuwuu muppbipnipyniuutiph hwuntiy hwp-
quiupu wuhpwdbiyn yuwydwu £ Epuhy n jpnuujun mwpptip hwdwyup-
utinh Juwnuwn hwdwlbgnipjuu hwdwp: Gy htug pphumnuyw jhutgny L,
np dbtiup Yngdwd Gup juwnunnipjw nt hwywmnipjwu ninhubtp hunptym @
hpwgnpadtiynt: Uyu hdwuwnny dkiup hnuny Gup, np Linuwghu “Lwpwpwnhu
ybtpwptinnn hwpgtipp Ygumubtiu juwnun jnond:



UtBUp hnpnnpnud Bup JGp hwywwnwgjwiuGphu UEpnwbwy Yepwnd w2uwnbine
hwuwpwynrejwu Ut pphunnubwlywlu wndtpubph gnpwgdwl hwdwp,
npnup wpryntuwynp YEpwyny bwywuwnnud GU wpnwnpniejwl, pwnwnnipjwu
GL JwpnywjhU hwdubGpw2huntejwl pwnwpwypeniejwl Yuwrnigdwlup
(Bwdwwntn hnswlwaghn)

Rwpwnipjwl 6L Gnpwjpniejwl ninhUu pwg £ UGp wnwy: @nn Unipp Inghl,
ny wnwunpnnid £ Utq wdGLUwju d2dwpunniejwl (hddwn. 3ngh. d2. 13),
gnpwgUh wdtlU wquhy swup, nn nLnnywé £ JEp dGe uhpn 6L hwnnpnnipjwl
Jwdnipoubph Ywnnigdwlp (Swdwinbn hnswlwaqpn)
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3h261nY wjlu wdtup, hug Ipuncu unynptigntg hp wpwytnunutphu, Gpp Lw wuwg' «Gu unjwé Eh, GL nnwp hud hwg nytkghp,

Gu dwpwy Eh GL nnip huéd fudGne Uh pwu indbghp, Gu onmwpwywl th, 6L nnip huéd punniutghp, Gu Ubpy th, GL nnup hud hwaggntghp,
Gu hhywun th, nnip huéd wjgbitghp, Gu pwlwnnd th, GL nnip Elwp hud nbunipjwl» (Uwwne. bG. 35-36), JGLp huunpnid Gup
dtp Gytntghutnph hwywwnwgjwutpht pwgtint hpbug upntpu nL dtnptpp’ ogqutnt Wwwnbpwaquh
GL whwpBygniejwl gnhbphl, hwhuunwwlutpht 6L Upwlg punwUuhpubphU (wdwinbn hnswlwaqpn)
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Chotqny wyu wdbiup, huy €hunwu unynptigntig bp wpwlbtpumutinht,
tpp Lw wuwg' «Gu unjwd Eh, W nnip hua hwug wmytighp, tu dSwpwy Lh
. nnip hua fjudbgnt dh puu mytughp, tu omwpwlwu th, W nnip hud pu-
nniubighp, tu dbipy th, W nnip hud hwqgptghp, tu hhywun th, nnip hua
wyghighp, tu pwunnd th, W nmp Gyup huad mbunipjuuy (Uwnp. hG.
35-36), utiup fuunpmd Gup dtip Gytmbghutiph hwjwunwgjwjuiphu pugt-
Int hptug upwnbipu m atmptipp' oqubtint Wwwnbipuquh o whwpbkysnipyuu
qnhtipht, thwjuunwlwuutiphu b upwug punmwuhpubiphu: Ywptinpynid
L dbip dwpnwuhpnipjuu qqugnidp, dbp qnpuygnipyniup, Juptlgwupp
tn dhdwhngnipyniup, npnup Jupnn Gu ahym wpnmwhwynyby dhuyu wnjw
wnpwwu yuwywputph wuhwwywn o gnpduwuw uyhpunynipjudp:

Utiup punnmiumd Gup wyl, hugu wpnbu huy wpynd k, puyg wunmd
tup, np wybtjhu whwp E wpyh punupwljuu wnweunpnutiph tm dhowqqu-
Jht yunnygubiph Ynnuhg, npybugh wwywhnyywsd (huh popnph’ juwnunne-
pjuu it wuyunmwugnipjuu by wynbjnt hpuwyniupp, yuwymwywuwo jhuh
optiuph qpuuynipiniup, Ypnuwwu W Epuhly thnppudwuunipniuutiph
wuwynwwunipyniup, Juujujwo jhutu dwupnuyhu ppwdhphugnp i dwp-
uwubiugnipniup:

Cwuwpuwynipjuu unyjwp hwnjwoutinh wjuwphhljugnidp, ownw-
nnuwip hnglinphg m wunmywdwyhuhg, wujuntuwhihnptit hwuqbgunid
tu dwpnm W dwpnljuyht punwuhph wywuppugdwuu nt Wnipwuwwy-
nwljwu puudwup: Uju wnnidnyg dtup dinwhng Gup owwn Gpyputipnmd
punuwiutijuu Yuuph dguwdwdny: Cwy b Ywpnhy thtntghutinu punw-
uhph dwuht unyu puuynudu mubu, npp hhdujwsd £ wquun Judpny nm
hwjwwnwpunipjudp duywd uhpn wpyniup hwunhuwgnn nmnudwpnn @
Jung winiuunipjwu Ypuw:

Utiup nipujunipjudp wpawbwgpnid Gup, np suwjwod pphunnuyywub-
nh dhotin wnlu pwdwunmdutinhu, wyu, huy dtiq dhwnpnd E, wytghu L,
pwl wju, huy dkiq pwdwund £, nph ypw ] whwnp £ Junnigl) Lphuwmn-
uh tytintignt Uhnipiniup, pun Shpng funuph, np pnjnpp dky jhutiu (hddwm.
Cnyh. L. 21): dbpoht mwubwdjuljutipmd dbtp tltmtghutinph hwpwpb-
pnipyniutitipp ptiwynfuty Gu npuuwtiu anp thny” wdpuwunwus hub-
Iny hwdwwnbn wnneputipn @ dwudwiwlwlhg dwpunwhpuytpubtphu
nhdwgpuybnt dhwuuww swuptipny: Ukup wyuonp hwdnqywd Gup wju
hwpwpbpmpymuutph ywupnivwuljuinipjuw fuhun Juptinpmpywu by’
tipnyniumtip wnwyly funpp o yanwluu hwuaduwnnipjudp ny thuyu wuwm-
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Jwowpwuwuwu dwpgnid, wyjtn wnnpuuwu i gnpduwljuu hwdwgnp-
dwlgnipjudp wmbtqujuu hwdwyuputpmy® jhwupdtip hwnnpnulygnipynu
i dhnipjuu hunmwl wpmwhwymnipgymuubtp Jhutgnt mbujujuuny: Ukup
hnpnnpnid Gup dbip hwjwwmwgyujutinhu uipnuuwy Yapuny wyjuwwmbynt
hwuwpwynipjuu dug pphunnutiwjuwu wpdtputinh gnpugdwu hwdwnp,
npnup wpyniuwynp Jhpuny utyuumnid Gu wpnupnipyu, fuwnwunni-
pJwl I dwpnuyhu hwdbpwyfunipjwu punupwppeniejwu junngdwun:
Cuwpunnipjuu i tnpuypnipjwu ninhu pwug L dtip wnwy: (6nn Unipp {ngh,
ny wnwunppnd £ dbg wdbiuwgu dodwpumnipjuu (hddn. <nygh. &R, 13),
qnpuguh wdbu wquhy 9wup, np ninnywo L dbip Uy uhpn I hwnnpnni-
pjwl Juunipsubiph Junnmgdwn:

Unipp BEodhwoduhg dbkup Yny Gup wund dbip pnjnp hwjwwmwgyujutinhu
dhwiwn dbiq wnnppny, Unipp ‘Ltiputtu Cunphwynt junupbipny. «®wnw-
Ynpyuwy Stip, punnmuhp dSwnwutinhny wnuywupubpp t h puphtu juunwphp
utip fuunpuiuputipp” puptununipyudp Unipp Uunywowduh, b <nyghwi-
uttu Ulpugh, i Unipp Untithwunu bwjuwyluyh, t dtip unipp Sphgnp
Lnwuwynpsh, t unipp wnwpjwjubiph, dwpqupbubiph, yuppuwtimubiph,
dwpuhpnuutinh, hwjpuwtimutiph, aguwynputinh, Ynyutiph @ Ln pninp
tplyuuyht m bpypughu upptiph: By Rbq" wupwdwutyh Unipp Gppnpnni-
pjwln, thwunp tn tpypyugnipiniu, hwyhnywuu hwyhwtiuhg, wdbu.»:

U. bodhwdhu, 26 hniuhuh, 2016 jo.

‘Unphu Uppnmpjniu Swptighu £.  ‘Unpht Uppmpimu Spuwughuljnu




