G

-ETCHMIADZIN"
OFFICTAL JOURNAL OF HOLY ETCHMIADZIN
(APRIL 1980)

The April 1980 Issue of the ,Etchmiadzin* journal opens up with the sermon of
His Holiness the Catholicos of All Armenians Vasken I; delivered in‘the
Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin, on the occasion of Holy Easler (April 6}

EDITORIAL: The Armenian people and Its Mother 'Church.

This editorial deals with the role and mission of the Mother See of Holy Efch-
miadzin and the Armenian Church in the life of the Armentan people. This
editorial Is also a response against the publications of a few Armenian
Catholic clergymen who attack the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and
the Armenian Church in general, on false historical grounds. =« - =

The Encyclicals of His Holiness the Catholicos about granting the medals of
.St. Gregory the Illuminator* First Order, ,St. Sahag and St. sesrob®
and .St. Nerses Sknorhali® to prominent Armenlans who have made im-
portant donations or have served the Armenian Church or the Mother
See of Holy Etchmladzin for long years. =« « + =« + .+ .« .

Gongradulations exchanged between His Holiness the Catholicos and the Spiri-
tual Heads of sister Churches on occaslon of Holy Easter. . . =« .

The congradulations of His Holiness the Catholicos, on occasion of Holy Easter,
sent to the three hlerarchic Sees of the Armenlan Church, to the Dioce-
san Primates and the Armenian Church communities. « =« « =« &

The telegrams exchanged between His Holiness the Catholicos and the General
Secretary of the World Council of Churches, Dr. Philip Potter on occasion
of the 65th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. O TR i

The Encyclical of the deceased Catholicos His Holiness Kevork V, about forming
a Commission of Brotherly Assistance at the Mother See of Holy Etchmi-
adzin, on December 28, 1914, for assisting the distressed and homeless re-
fugees who have arrived to Holy Etchmiadzin from Western Armenia.

On 1914, in the eastern parts of Western Armenla, the acts of terror had already
begus, and on 1915 deportation had become massive, and the hasty esca-
pe of the misfortune-bearers to Eastern Armenia commenced.

In the winter of 1914 these acts of terror were only the beginning of the co-
nming 1915 @reat- Genocide. o » e ai Tt e Rl el W w6

The officlal visit of His Holiness the Catholicos of All Armenians, Vasken I, tu
Illia 11, the Patriarch-Catholicos of All Georgilans.

On April 11—15 of the current year, His Holiness the Catholicos of All Arme-
nians visited Georgia with the invitation of the Patriarch-Catholicos of
All Georglans and also with the invitation of the Primate of the Arme-
nian Diocese of Georgia, His Grace Bishop Kevork Seraytarian.
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The artlcle covers the visits of His Holiness, the Divine Liturgles celebraled

In the Georglan and Armenlan churches, meelings with officlal state per-
receptlons and the return to the Mother See of Holy Etchmia-

sonalltles,

I Ly et (LU
Under the heading .In the Mother See* are covered the Divine Liturgy cele-

brated by His Hollness and the delivered sermon, on the occaslon of Our
Lord's Holy Resurrectlon.

Under the same heading are described also the celebration of the Divine Litur-
gy on occasion of the sixty [fifth anniversary of the Genocide and the
requlem service for the rest of the souls of the martyrs.

On April 2223 the 1978 and 1979 graduates of the Theological Academy pre-
sented and ‘made a defence of their thesises, In the presence of His Ho-

liness, and recelved thelr certificales,
This Issue covers also the religlous ceremonles and Divine Lilurgies celebraled

on Apr[]_ . . . . . . . - . . . . . . - e
The next topic deals with the election of the Primate of the Armenlan commu-
nity of Iraq, Right Reverend Father Avak Assadourian, and with the fes-
tivities occuring In Baghdad on that occasion. « =« - .« . .,
Archbishop Housig Santodrlan between March 29 and April 10 visited Lhe Ar-
menlan communily of Baghdad and the occuring ceremonies, celebrated
Divine Liturgles and spoken sermons are here described. . . . .
Prof. Ashot K. Abrahamian has presented (he yet unpublished reports of Bishop
Ghevond Tourlan, the former primate of the Armenlan community in Bul-
garia, addressed to His Hollness the Catholicos of All Armenians Kevork
V, on occasion of the Armenian Genocide.
The reporls speak about the policy of the Turkish government to exterminate
the Western Armenlans, presenting very lragic details about the Arme-
nlan massacres, forced deporiations, rapes, abductions, and other horrible

deeds. . . . . . . . . . . . . . - -
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