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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2008

Beloved children of the Armenian Apostolic Church,
dwelling in the Motherland of Armenia and dispersed in the

Diaspora;

And Faithful Children of the Creator God of the Universe.

We greet you from the Grotto of the Holy Manger, in the
city of Bethlehem, with the Song of the Angels, who proclaimed
to the shepherds in the field: "Glory to God in the highest;
Peace on Earth; and Good Will among men."

We are pleased that joining us in our prayers are:

3

The Honorable Prime Minister Salam Fayyad

And Representatives of the Palestinian National
Authority;

The Armenian Patriarch of Istanbul and of All Turkey
His Beatitude Archbishop Mesrob Mutafian,

And pilgrims from Holy Etchmadzin, Erevan,
Istanbul.

We extend our heartfelt best wishes:

:

To His Holiness, the Catholicos of All Armenians,
Karekin the Second, of the Holy See of Etchmiadzin,
Armenia.

To His Holiness, Aram the First, the Catholicos of
the Great House of Cilicia, in Antelias.

We are surrounded with the real life practice and execution
of victimization, war and violence, homelessness, economic
depression, religious tensions, and the loss of hope in the hearts
of many men and women.

In these troubled times, when real peace seems to be at one
moment within our grasp, and at the other tantalizingly
unreachable, we pray the Lord to grant tranquility to the whole
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troubled world, as well as peaceful co-existence to all peoples,
in dignity and brotherly love. It is the crisis of this uncertainty
that is devouring the younger generation, the youth of all
backgrounds - Jewish, Christian, Muslim alike.

We witness all their sufferings with sadness, because it is a
tragedy that bloodshed and horror should prevail in the Holy
Land of Peace, of Shalom, and of Salaam. And we all, as leaders
and communities, are directed, instructed and commanded to
speak in the name of the same Lord, and to love our neighbour
and each other, as the children of the same God of the Universe.

It is in this Spirit of Love, that we have been requesting,
asking the Heads of States, the Leaders of Nations, and the
conscientious faithful of all the Children of Jehovah, the God of
Israel, and of all of the compassionate and merciful Allahu
rahman ul-rahim of the Koran, and of all of the God the
Father, the Creator of heaven and earth, as He has revealed
Himself in the Holy Books of the Old and the New Testaments,
to join in prayer and in action, to alleviate the plight of
suffering of the people of this Holy Land, whether Christians,
Jews or Muslims, in order to lend their hearty support in
establishing permanent security and lasting peace, for
generations to come.

And thus the inhumanity of man-to-man would have been
vanished, if everyone of us individually, and all communities
collectively, with the Leaders of Nations, heeded to the
heavenly voice, that speaks through the wise men of the
children of the Heavenly Father.

One such wise man would incessantly remind us, that
before taking any drastic action, remember and let your
conscience repeat that:

"To do Evil to Evil, is beast-like;

To do Evil to Good is devil-like;
To do Good to Good is human-like:
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To do Good to Evil is God-like."

God promises us peace on earth if only we could purify
our hearts and accept each other as brothers of the same family,
and love each other, without distinction whether the other is a
friend or a foe, an enemy. For without such love, particularly
"the impossible love" of loving your enemy, there shall be no
peace on earth.

May our God of Peace, the Allah of Salaam, and the
Jehovah of Shalom, shine His face upon the people and the
land of Palestine, of Jordan and of Israel.

And may He grant all the nations of the world, the hope
for His compassion and Peace, the assurance of the dignity of

man, and the security of life.

And may the Universe join the Choir of Angels in joyful
harmony, as they herald the good news:

"Glory to God in the highest;
Peace on Earth; and
Good will among men."

Amen.

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
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