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Pes3wme
GHrowraoe/n sleaHRgwH
KX VCIQUIO QB0 OVHEE K VEHTB |

Bcpxiwce CBasnsH

C ropamn Bonec cKl
rem bonee UOrypeukne
» M i

puueckue cobbitus. DIV

Tepuanos, NaXxHbl/1 ‘ Y
co3fgasaBslunecsa nopg EB"'HM
pogrisie socnomnrasus w [EHVOIGIAMBICOXEKIEER

HaunHaa ¢ 1956 IUH D coscrscnmon Bm\ﬂ_l.l.l.ll/l
yacTuuHo, 1 [uacriope ewnn AWEbI VA U
MECHN UCTOPWYECKOTO XapakTepa ( H HHE), HDIANbLe
€BHIETENAMM-04eoHMaMH m 70 K n
Asiaronmn. 3ni mareprarsl TGN BB [€ Meecicseuv

CTapLLero NnokoeHna penaTpuaHToB.

3T HapoJoBeaUCCKHE 1 aKTononiyccnie ||m(]0‘
Bpaxator opranusosannbie NTELDIEMA BVHIVE MVESEL I ®




pbl, MaccoBble UbICLI/IKH U 60J1HM apMsiH, a TakKXe BCrbIXHYBLUWE 1 Te Tparmyec-
Kne OHW reponyeckme camoobOpoHuTeNbHble cpaxeHus Bana, CacyHa, Myua,
TTlataxa, INarwH-rapaHcapa, Myca flara, Ypdbl, nosgHee (1920-1921 rr.) -
ATltana n AnmxHa.

CBoe/l camMOBbTIOCTBIO H HCTOPUKO-NC3HABaTENMbNOJT LIEHHOCTbIO 3TU
maTepuasibl CTaHOBATCA [OCTOBEPHbLIMU, (DAKTONOrMYECKUMU, AOKYMEHTabHbIMU
cBUAeTeNbCTBaMY, Gﬁ:;ﬂ/ﬂ eHoumaa apmsiH.

Summary

Testimonies of the Armenian Genocide Eye-Witness Survivors
as Historico-Factual Documents

Vcijine Svazlian

During the past years, interest toward the fatal events of the Armenian
Genocide has grown, espccialy when Turkish historiographers obstinately tried
to distort the true historical Tacts. In this respect, the popular songs and memoirs
created under the immediate impression of the said events are, besides the
ofTicial published documents, of an exceptional historico-cognitivc value; in
spice of their importance, however, they had almost not been recorded and
studied until recently.

Since 19S6, by our own initiative, we have inscribed oral memoirs
and folk songs of historical character (in Armenian and Turkish languages) in
Armenia and partly in the Diaspora; they have been narrated and sung by
Armenian repatriates, representatives of the senior generation of eye-witnesses,
miraculously saved from the Genocide and deported from 70 localities of
Western Armenia, Cilicia and Anatolia. In the process of recording the
materials, we have tried to be faithful to the oral speech ofour SSO narrators and
to the specific dialect of their language .

These factual documents truthfully depict the mobilization, the arm-
collection, the mass exile, massacre and slaughter organized by the government
of Young Turks, as well as the heroic self-defensive battles of Van, Sassoun,
Moush, Shatakh, Shapin-Garahissar, Moussa Dagh, Urfa and later (1920-1921),
of Ayntap and Hadjn.

The presented oral testimonies, which have been inscribed (written
down, audio- and video-recorded) word by word, fragment by fragment in the
course of45 years, arc, by reason of their originality and historical vahie, unique
factological and documental evidences reflecting, in a simple folk language, the
tragic events o f the Armenian Genocide.



