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Foreword

Cardinal and Archbishop of Milan, Federico Borromeo (1564—1631), hailed
from a noble Lombardy family and was the cousin of Saint Carlo Borromeo, patron
of Milan. Having gained a solid classical education at Pavia and Bologna, he went on
to study theology, archaeology and Hebrew in Rome. As archbishop of Milan, he
devotedly served the people of his parish during the plague of 1630, as mentioned in
the novel I Promessi Sposi by Alessandro Manzoni. Nevertheless, Federico was,
above all, a scholar and advocate of academic study, founding the Biblioteca
Ambrosiana, or Ambrosian Library, in 1609 in Milan. He wanted the Library to do
more than protect and preserve the enormous collection of handwritten codices and
precious printed books gathered over the long years of preparation. He wanted it to
become a dynamic centre of research into the tremendous legacy of Hebraism and
Eastern Christianity. In addition to collating material, it was therefore necessary to
engage experts in the languages of the texts in order to educate and prepare future
scholars. In the case of Armenian, this role was first filled by Bartolomeo Abgaro
from 1611-1612. Early fruits of Armenian studies in Milan were two books edited
by Francesco Rivola and printed in the Ambrosian font: the Armenian grammar
book, Grammatica Armena, in 1624 and the Latin-Armenian dictionary, the
Dizionario armeno-latino, in 1621'.

' Baragirk‘ Hayoc*. Dictionarium Armenolatinum auspiciis Federici card. Borromaei archiepsc.
Mediolani confectum, et editum, auctore Francisco Rivola ciue Mediolanensi. Mediolani, ex
Typographia Collegij Ambrosiani, Anno M.DC.XXI. Grammaticae Armenae libri quattuor, auctore
Francisco Rivola Canonico in Ecclesia Sancti Thomae Mediolani. Mediolani, ex Typographia Collegij
Ambrosiani, Anno M.DC.XXI.
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2009, therefore, marked 400 years since the inauguration of the Ambrosian
Library, among the most illustrious of its kind in Italy. Anniversaries should always
be celebrated, and indeed sometimes they are; no matter how rich or elegant,
however, they remain transitory occasions. In Milan, they chose to celebrate in a way
that would endure, establishing an Academy within the Library devoted to Oriental
Studies, among other areas, thus fulfilling Federico Borromeo’s original dream.

The first articles of the Statute, promulgated in honour of the anniversary on
March 20th 2008 and signed by the then Archbishop of Milan, Dionigi Carlo
Tettamanzi, provide a clearer explanation on how the Academy is structured:

Art.1 — The Ambrosian Academy, instituted by Archbishop of Milan Dionigi
Tettamanzi, has legal seat in the Venerable Ambrosian Library. It is a scientific
organisation, operating within the manifold activities of the Venerable Ambrosian
Library, governed by the regulations approved by Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini on
26™ September 1998, working with the autonomy guaranteed by this very statute.

Art. 2 — The Ambrosian Academy is organised in Classes, i.e. autonomous
fields of research, that can be subdivided in Sections, to be considered autonomous
and with the same rights as the Classes. The Academy includes currently seven
Classes: 1. Studies of the age of St. Charles Borromeo; 2. Ambrosian Studies; 3.
Classical Studies; 4. Italianistics; 5. Slavistics; 6. Near Eastern Studies; 7. Far Eastern
Studies... omissis

Art. 3 — The Ambrosian Academy promotes and coordinates research and
publications in different cultural fields, helping to arouse broader interest in the
scientific arena and to make the Venerable Ambrosian Library a place of mutual
meeting and exchange for scholars of other academic institutions.

The 6th class, Near Eastern Studies, is composed of four sections: Arabic,
Armenian, Hebrew and Siriac. Its scope is clearly articulated in Article 3 of the
statute: to create a platform for discussion, including cross-discipline, between
academics working in fields related to the history and culture of Near Eastern
peoples from Late Antiquity to the present day. For now, at least, the Ancient Near
East (the civilizations of Babylon, Egypt etc.) is not included in this section.

Organisation and activity

Prefect of the Library as well as President of the Academy is Monsignor Franco
Buzzi. During the planning phase, the first directive boards were formed of a number
of scholars closely associated with the Ambrosian Library and subsequently given
the title of «academicy». The directive boards are charged with selecting the areas of
study year on year, as well as organising nomination proposals for new academics,
chosen among Italian and foreign specialists. Every year for three days in the second
week of November, the Academy celebrates the Dies academicus, inviting speakers
who share their expert knowledge and skills and the results of their researchon a
theme decided in advance. One particularly interesting aspect of the triennial event is
the common choice of theme for all four sections, promoting reciprocal exchange.
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The Dies is open to the public and takes place in the conference room of the
Ambrosian Library in the heart of Milan (10 Via Cantu). The event is participatory,
and attendees may ask the speakers questions and request further elaboration.

Thus, over the last 6—7 years the Academy has developed a tradition of
publicising the latest research on the cultural traditions of peoples who have shared a
part of their history. If the Hebrew Section appears unusual in extending its focus of
research to include the ancient biblical tradition, it is important to recognise that the
Christian Armenian, Siriac and Arab cultures (inclusive of the Islamic period) are
nonetheless linked in various ways to the cultural legacy of the Jewish world.

On an organisational level, the 6th class (Near Eastern Studies) is run by a
directive board with representatives from each section, each elected for 5 years,
along with the secretary and the director. At the time of its establishment, the director
of the section was Professor Monsignor Gianantonio Borgonovo, succeeded in 2013
by Professor Monsignor Pier Francesco Fumagalli. The board, as already noted, is
charged with formulating proposals for the nomination of new academics and for the
themes of the following year’s academic papers. These proposals are put forward for
ratification at the general assembly, held yearly on the occasion of the Dies. After the
approval of an academic board, the papers are collated and published in the series
Orientalia Ambrosiana.

Whilst this paperaims to describe the activity of the Armenian section, in doing so
we also reveal how the other sections are organised, thereby illustrating the mechan-
isms behind the Ambrosian Library - Academy’s meritorious, new academic initiative.

From its beginnings to the present day (December 2015), the Armenian Studies
section has welcomed the following academics, listed alphabetically:

Calzolari Valentina (Switzerland), Chookaszyan Levon (Armenia), Cowe Peter
(USA), de Lamberterie Charles (France), Finazzi Rosa Bianca (Italy), Gugerotti
Claudio (Italy), Hovannisian Richard (USA), Kouymjian Dickran (USA/France),
Sirinian Anna (Italy), Tamrazyan Hrachia (Armenia), Uluhogian Gabriella (Italy),
van Lint Theo (England), Weitenberg Josef Johannes in memoriam (Holland),
Zekiyan Boghos Levon (Italy).

The Dies Academicus was held every year in the second week of November,
featuring the following programmes and papers:

First Dies 8—10 November 2010. General theme: G/i studi di Orientalistica in
Ambrosiana in occasione del IV Centenario [Near Eastern Studies at the Ambrosian
Academy on the occasion of its 4th centenary]. Papers in chronological order:
Gabriella Uluhogian, /I manoscritto armeno nelle biblioteche italiane; Levon Boghos
Zekiyan, La formazione del concetto di nazione/azg nella tradizione armena
cristiana; Rosa Bianca Finazzi, Cinquant’anni di ricerche sulle traduzioni armene.

Second Dies 7-9 November 2011. Theme: La prima stampa armena [The first
Armenian printed documents]. Prolusion: Theo Maarten van Lint, The Armenian
Culture in the World Vision of Grigor Magistros Pahlawuni. Papers: Anna Sirinian,
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1l primo periodico armeno «Azdarary (Madras 1794); Aldo Ferrari, I/ libro armeno
da Bitlis a San Pietroburgo; Benedetta Contin, L editio princeps delle Definizioni e
divisioni della filosofia di Davide I’Invincibile (Costantinopoli 1731).

Third Dies 12—14 November 2012. Theme: L’eta bagratide [The Bagratuni
eral. Papers: Riccardo Pane, Dimensione solidale del peccato e sacrificio della
parola in Gregorio di Narek; Marco Bais, Le relazioni tra Chiesa armena e Chiesa
albana tra IX e XI secolo.

Fourth Dies 11—-13 November 2013. Theme: Le sacre Scritture e loro
interpretazioni [The sacred scriptures and their interpretation]. Dickran Kouymjian,
Sources for the Iconography of the Life of Christ Cycle in Armenian Gospel
Manuscripts and Early Printed Book; Peter Cowe, Rhetoric, Theology and
Antiochene Exegesis in the Armenian Version of Lamentations; Paolo Lucca, 1/ testo
armeno dell’antico testamento: problemi e tecniche editoriali.

Fifth Dies 10—12 November 2014. General theme: Bibbia e Corano. edizioni e
ricezioni [Bible and Qu'ran: editions and reception]. Papers: Paolo Lucca, Le
edizioni a stampa e le traduzioni della Bibbia armena; Riccardo Pane, Bibbia e
liturgia nella Chiesa armena; Peter Cowe, The Textual Significance of the Armenian
Palimpsest from Sinai and its Role in the Edition of the Armenian Bible.

Sixth Dies 9—11 November 2015. Theme: Temi e tendenze della storiografia
armena antica e moderna [Themes and trends of ancient and modern Armenian
historiography]. Papers: Marco Bais, L’immaginario del tempo nella storiografia
armena antica; Aldo Ferrari: Modern Armenian historiography. Origine e sviluppi,
Richard Hovannisian, Historiography of the Armenian Genocide: Advances and
Challenges; Raymond Kévorkian: Historiographie du genocide des Arméniens:
representations politiques et études historiques.

Already scheduled for 7—9 November 2016, the seventh Dies will have the
following general theme: Circolazione di testi e superamento delle barriere
linguistiche e culturali [The circulation of texts and the overcoming of linguistic and
cultural barriers]

Publications

As mentioned above, many papers, sometimes reworked in the titles, are
published in the series Orientalia Ambrosiana, of which four volumes have been
issued. In his introduction to the first, founding director of the 6th class Professor
Monsignor Gianantonio Borgonovo further clarified the objectives of the new
Academy: We are not limiting this endeavour to the cataloguing of the precious
collection in our care, but rather setting our sights on a more creative and fruitful
horizon, bringing together the best academics in the world to develop new research,
further promoting and celebrating the legacy of the Ambrosian Library.

Four volumes have been issued so far, the titles and contents of which are
below:
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1. Gli studi orientalistici in Ambrosiana nella cornice del IV Centenario (1609-
2009) edited by Carmela Baffioni, Rosa Bianca Finazzi, Anna Passoni Dell’ Acqua,
Emidio Vergani, Bulzoni, Roma, 2012, pp. 125—143: Gabriella Uluhogian, I/
manoscritto armeno nelle biblioteche italiane; pp. 144—170: Rosa Bianca Finazzi,
Cinquant anni di ricerche sulle traduzioni armene.

2. Al-Gazali (1058—1111), La prima stampa armena, Yehiidah Ha-Lévi (1075—
1141), La ricezione di Isacco di Ninive, edited by Carmela Baffioni, Rosa Bianca
Finazzi, Anna Passoni Dell’ Acqua, Emidio Vergani, Bulzoni, Roma, 2013, pp. 101—
119: Anna Sirinian, Azdarar. Il primo priodico armeno; pp. 121-131: Aldo Ferrari,
Una cultura policentrica. 1l libro armeno da Bitlis a Pietroburgo [The Armenian
book from Bitlis to St Petersburg]; pp. 133—152: Benedetta Contin, L 'editio princeps
delle Definizioni e Divisioni della filosofia di Davide I’[nvincibile e il breve trattato
Ogni male fa soffrire (Costantinopolil731).

3. Storia e pensiero religioso nel Vicino Oriente. L’eta Bagratide — Maimonide
— Afraate, edited by C. Baffioni, R.B.Finazzi, A.Passoni Dell’Acqua, E. Vergani,
Bulzoni, Roma 2014, pp. 3—22: Theo Marten van Lint, Prolusion La cultura armena
nella visione del mondo di Grigor Magistros Pahlawuni; pp. 23—38: Riccardo Pane,
Dimensione solidale del peccato e sacrificio della parola in Gregorio di Narek; pp.
39—-59: Marco Bais, Le relazioni tra Chiesa armena e Chiesa albana tra I1X e XI sec.

4. Le sacre scritture e le loro interpretazioni, edited by Carmela Baffioni, Rosa
Bianca Finazzi, Anna Passoni Dell’Acqua, Emidio Vergani, Bulzoni, Roma, 2015:
pp. 121—141: Dickran Kouymyjian, Some Iconographical Questions about the Christ
Cycle in Armenian Manuscripts and Early Printed Book; pp. 143—165: Peter Cowe,
Rhetoric, Theology and Antiochene Exegesis in the Armenian Version of
Lamentations; pp. 167—191: Paolo Lucca, Il testo armeno dell’Antico Testamento:
problemi e tecniche di edizione.

For some years now, the study of Armenian language, literature, print and
history has enjoyed a new Italian home. Once again, the names of Grigor Magistros,
David the Invincible, Grigor Narekatsi and many others resound within the
Ambrosian Library’s austere walls, finding new voices not only in specialist scholars
from many different countries, but in Italian young inductees, newly drawn to the
discipline.
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hSULPUW3NFU <U3UGPhSNFE3UWTL 2UMrAWSU WL v
vUredNrarE-3NFuv vt UbLUEWh QU LMNIPUEY
[ACQRRI N LN el Al

Wdppngqut, jud Qdppnghwibw gpunwipuiip 1609 . hhdtty B Uhpubinid up-
nhtuyy tie Uhjubth wipptiyhulinunu $tntiphin Pnppmiting (1564-1631), npp ow-
gnid kp pwbuynp Lndpuipnh pliinwbhphg te Uhjutth hngutwgnp up. Gupmn
Pnppndtingh (Carlo Borromeo) hnptinpnp it Ep: Qpunuipuiin hhdtgby tp ng
unul] atmwgntiph e muughn gpptinh wquwhywintwbh hunfwp, wpte npuitiu wpt-
Lthigwl ppphunniitinipjub hujuyuljubt dwunwignipjub himwgnuniwh hnpnb:
UWn pynud e hwdwyuunwupiwb (ignibiiph gdny thnpdwgbmbitiph Gtipngpuy-
dul b wyuqu ghmbwubbtiph twhruwumpuundwd hwdwp:

by yipwptipnid £ hwyughwnipyubp, wyw wnwehtip npuw juquwjtipy-
dwip atntudnipn tnuy  Pupumnmitn Upqupnt  (Bartolomeo  Abgaro)
1611-1612 ppe., hull hwywghnwljwbh htmwgnuninibitiph wowehtt wWwniy-
Gtipp dpwbstiun hynpuyh fudpugpud tpyne gpptiptt tho. <uytiptith ptipw-
Julnipyniin (Grammatica Armena, 1624) b Lwwnhb-huytptt punwpubn
(Dizionario armeno-latino, 1621):

2009 p. bpynud tp Wippnghwtt gpunuipuith 400-wdjuayp, npp npnpytig
wbunnpby gpunwpuitht Yhg hhdbwnpting Whwnbdhw, Gfhpguwd b phiju
wyng bwbr wpbibughnnipjubp, ngpuing hul dwpdtwynptiny dbtintiphin
Pnppndtingh ujgpijubl tpuquitpn:

Gnunupuith wjwgh £ wyupnt dpwdyn Anigght (Franco Buzzi):

<nptipubth wnphy 2008 . dwpnh 20-ht hpuyuipuwo b Uhpubth wp-
ptiyhuljnunu “+hntthph Gwpn Stnmwdwgghh (Dionigi Carlo Tettamanzi) uwmn-
pugpud Jubnbwnpnipmidp gqupq wuwmitpugnid £ wmujhu Qunbidhugh
Junnigywoph dwuht:

Uwubwynpuytiv, dipuyniiu Guntivhwd ttipunnid | jne guu.

1. Up. Gupn Anppndtingh nupuppowiiih himwgnunigynibibitin, 2. Wdpnpng-
Jubwlubh htimwgnunipynihittip, 3. Fwuwub htmwgnunipnihitip, 4. bunw-
lwghwnipinil, 5. Upuynbwghwnigyned, 6. Ukpdwynp wptickiph qony htnw-
gnunipynibbbip, 7. <tnwynp wiptitkph gony htitmwgnunienihiitip:
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6-nn nuup, ihpywd Ukpdwyynp wiptictph gony himwgnunipnihittipht,
punuguwd k4 pudihg. wpwpwlub, haguyub, Gppuyujub b wunpuljub:

Ulgphg tir dhby wyuop (2015 . nhwmbtidptipp), <uywghwmnipjub pudih
whnudtitip Gt tnl htimbywy ghmbwubbtpp (wypptbwlub jupgny). 9nigk-
nnunp Yuuninhn (buughw), Qtiptwd Mnnnu (buwjhw), GFuipugub <pugw
(Ruwyuwunub), nt Lwdptipmtiph Gwpy (bpwbuhw), Jub Lhip @6n (Whghw),
Yuygnqunh dwjtitmht (Gytjguphw), Unniti Mbnmtin (LUG), <nyhwbibhuywi
[hswipn (WU'G), Ghpplywh Wt (bunwhw), Niwymbiptpng 8nqthdp Snhwb-
titiu, tundwhnt (Knquimhw), OAynihngyud Guipphtipu (buywhw), Aniquugyub
Ltint (wjwunwt), dhtiuggh Oknqu Bjutiju (bunnwhw):

Wuywhuny, wpnkt th pwbh wwph E, bty huyng (Gquh, gpuubinipyub,
duninijh G yquumdni pjull ntunidtwuhpnipniap pbpwbnd £ Uhjuith gpunw-
putih dSwdlh Gtippn, nip hivmd G @phgnp Uwghunpnup, dughe Whhwnpeh,
Gnhgnp Lupbkljugnt winLbbtipp: G und G gpubp ny Yhuyb mwpptin Gpyp-
ttiph dwubwgbtmbtinp, wytie ghmnipyubp ntin tnp-tnp hwnnpnuijhg nupénn
hwwpugh tiphmwuwpn htimwgnunnbtipp:
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I'ABPUDJVIA YJIYOKAH

HOBBIE BO3MOKHOCTHU PAZBUTHUA
APMEHOBEJEHMUMS B UTAJIMA: AMBPO3UAHCKASA
AKAJTEMUSA MUJIAHA.

bubmorexy AmOpo3uana mim AMOPO3HaHCKYI0 OMOIHOTEeKY ocHOBaI B 1609 romy
B MusaHe kapAauHan u apxuenuckon Mumnana @enepuxo boppomeo (1564-1631),
OBIBIINIA postoM U3 3HaTHOW JloMOapauiickoii ceMbH, ABOIOPOIHBINA OpaT MOKPOBHU-
tenst Munana cB. Kapno Boppomeo (Carlo Borromeo). bubnmoreka 6bu1a co3nana
HE MPOCTO IJIS1 3aIUUTHI M XpaHEHHs PYKONKCEH U Me4aTHBIX KHUT, HO U B KaK HCC-
JIeI0BATEJILCKUI LIEHTP OIPOMHOTO HacjeIusi BOCTOYHOIO XPUCTHAHCTBA U B TOM
qucIe, C LEeNbl0 MPUBJICYEHUS IKCIIEPTOB 110 COOTBETCTBYIOIINM A3BIKaM M MOJTO-
TOBKH OyAyIInX yuEHBIX.

Uro xacaeTcs apMEHOBEAEHHS, TO TIEPBHIM 3a €ro opraHu3aiuio B3sics bap-
Tonomeo Abrapo (Bartolomeo Abgaro) B 1611-1612 rr., a nepBbIMU IUI0OAaMH ap-
MEHOBEIYECKHUX MCCIIEJIOBAHNIN OBLIM JBE KHUTH, OTpeaakTHpoBanHbie dpaHuecko
PuBono#t (Francesco Rivola): ApmsHckas rpammarmka (Grammatica Armena,
1624) n JlatuHCKO-apMsHCKHH cioBapb (Dizionario armeno-latino, 1621).

B 2009 r. ormeuanoch 400-netue ocHoBaHUS AMOpO3MaHCKOW OMOINOTEKH,
Jaty ObUIO PelIeHO O3HaMEHOBaTh OCHOBaB NpH OMOMMOTEKE AKaZeMHIo, Moc-
BAMIEHHYIO, B TOM YHCJIe, BOCTOKOBEICHUIO, BOIUIOTHB TEM CaMBIM HW3HAYAJbHYIO
meuty Denepuko Boppomeo. [pedexkrtom OMONMMOTEKH, a TakKe MPE3UIESHTOM
Axanemun sBisietcs MOHCeHbOp Ppanko byrmwm (Franco Buzzi).

VYcraB, obHapomoBaHHBIA B yecTh 100mnes 20 maprta 2008 roga u moamnucan-
Hell apxuenuckornoM Munana Juonmmxu Kapno Terramanmum (Dionigi Carlo
Tettamanzi), maét sicHOE TIPEACTaBICHNUE O CTPYKType AKaAeMHUN.

B yactHOCTH, AKazieMus B HAcCTOsIIIEEe BpeMsI BKJIIOUAET CEMb KIIaCCOB:

1. UccnenoBanms smoxu c¢B. Kapimo boppomeo; 2. AMOpo3naHckue HecleaoBa-
Hus; 3. Knaccnueckue uccnenopanus; 4. Uranpssaucruka; 5. CnaBuctuka; 6. Mcc-
negoBanus no bamwxaemy Bocroky; 7. UccnenoBanus no Jlaneuemy BocToky.

6-i1 kiacc — BIIM)KHEBOCTOYHBIX MCCIEAOBAHUM — COCTOUT M3 YEThIPEX CEeK-
Uii: apaOCKOM, apMSHCKOW, UBPUTA U CUPUICKOH.

Ot Havana u 10 Hamux aHed (nexkadpp 2015), uieHamu cekiuu ApMeHOBeIe-
HUs ObUTH CIICAYIONIHME yueHbIe (B ali()aBUTHOM MOPSIIKE):
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I'ymxeportu Knaynuo (Uranus), 3ekean Iloroc Jleson (Mtanus), Kannonapu
Banentuna (Ilsevimapus), Kayu ITutep (CIHIA), Kytommksa Twurpan (CLIA /
Opanuus ), ae Jlambeprepu Llapns (Opannust), Ban Jlunt Teo (Anrnus), OBaHHU-
cst Praapyy (CIIA), Tampassn Paubst (Apmenns), Baiiten6epr Hosed Hoxannec,
nocmeptHO (Iomnmangus), YoyomxsH ['adpudmna (Mranus), @unarnmm Po3a besaka
(Utamus), uykacasia JleBon (Apmenust), [llupunsun Anna (Uramus).

Takum 00pa3oM, yKe HECKOIBKO JIET, N3y4YeHHE apMSHCKOTO SI3bIKa, JTUTEpa-
TYpBl, IEPUOJUKHA ¥ UCTOPUH TIPOUCXOAUT B cTeHax MuaHCcKoi OMOIMOTEKH, TIe
3By4at uMeHa ['puropa Maructpoca, aBunga Anaxra, I'puropa Hapexauu. U cibi-
IIaT UX HE TOJIbKO CHENMAINCThl U3 pPa3HBIX CTPaH, HO U MOJIOJbIE UTAJSTHCKUE
MCCIIeIOBATEIH, TOJIBKO-TOIBKO NPHOOIIAIOIIUecs K HayKe.
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