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Outline

Nakhijevan is the region in the southern part of Armenia and in the north of
Araxes River (border with Iran). Since 1828 to the World War | it was part of Ar-
menian and Yerevan provinces. The collapse of the Russian Empire by the Bol-
shevik revolution in 1917 created favorable conditions for Ottoman and then Ke-
malist Turks to advance on the Eastern Armenia, Yerevan and Nakhijevan. On
March 3, 1918, the Soviet Russia ceded to Turkey by the Treaty of Brest Litovsk,
Kars, Ardahan and Batum. Later on the Treaty of Batum was signed on June 4,
1918, between Ottoman Empire and three new independent Transcaucasian States
of Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan. In compliance with it Turks legalized their
aggression and occupied vast territories of the Republic of Armenia, including
Nakhijevan (on July 18-20, 1918). This occupation finished on November 25, 1918,
due to the Turkish defeat in the World War |, affirmed by the Mudros Armistice of
October 30, 1918. All these months the local Moslem National Council served as a
body of self-government. Besides, after their evacuation, Ottoman forces left a
regular army battalion in the area and proclaimed here on December 5, 1918, the
quasi-state formation, called "independent Arasdayan Republic".

Here we examine the developments at the district of Nakhijevan during the
Batum negotiations of May 1918, and consequences of the Treaty of Batum, until
the Turkish defeat in the World War | that led to the proclamation of this Otto-
man-created political unit. We tried to evaluate how political and military events
affected the native Armenians and Tatars in the region. The core of our research
had been historiography of Armenia, Iran, Turkey, USA and Great Britain with
additional analysis of the datum, reports, documents, narratives and relevant
events, important for the formation of new ethnic pattern in Nakhijevan.

Introduction

An Armenian district Nakhijevan saw many invasions, massacres and reloca-
tions; it had also witnessed more than two thousand years of socio-economic rela-
tions, large-scale trade and wide cultural ties, in common with ruinous Turkish-
Persian wars and political subordination to the Persian Empire in 1507-1828. Lat-
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er, in 1921 Nakhijevan as an enclave was transformed into an autonomous repub-
lic of Soviet Azerbaijan. As such, it has not land border with the republic, he was
submitted to. Three neighbors of this region are Armenia with the common bor-
der line of 224 km, Iran with border of 163 km and Turkey with 12 km respective-
ly. Although Turkey has narrow and short common frontier, it has much more
connections and influence on Nakhijevan than two other neighbors.

During the First World War and after the Bolshevik rising (in 1917-1921)
Nakhijevan witnessed acute military clashes and intense bloodshed. After the
Treaty of Brest Litovsk, signed on March 3, 1918, situation in Armenia was tense
and National Dashnak party of Social-Revolutionary nature had limited defense
activity in western and eastern Armenia. Actually, Bolsheviks had only stimulated
fast-moving evacuation of the Russian Army from the Caucasus Front and re-
stricted their political support by the sole declaration of the Armenian right for
self-determination.

From February 10 and especially after March 3, 1918, Armenia was under
new wave of Turkish attack and it was only on May 21-29, 1918, in the victorious
Battle of Sardarabad, that Armenian forces stopped the main direction in the ad-
vance of the Ottoman troops. Thus, they saved the eastern heartland of Armenia
from the Turks. This was an important and fateful victory in the war with the Ot-
tomans, which saved Yerevan for a moment and changed the main direction of
the Turkish campaign, which was redirected onto Tiflis and Baku. Owing to this
success in common with fights near Bash Aparan and Karakilisa, Armenia estab-
lished on May 28, 1918, its independence as the First sovereign Republic.

At this moment and even earlier, the Moslem National Council of Nakhijevan
had proclaimed its own independence on March 7 (February 22 by Julian calen-
dar) of the same year.' Its members talked with Armenian National Council of
Nakhijevan and suggested to join to Iran together. Since all three nations, united
in the Transcaucasian Federation, considered themselves to be a part of demo-
cratic Russia, Armenian local body did not accept the plan. Armenians said they
were the part of their native Erevan Governorate as a member of Transcaucasian
federative unit. As we see, the MNC proclamation of independence had been done
during intensive and lost clashes with the Armenian National Council on March 2-
25, 1918, in the main city of the district>. However, the rebellion of the MNC was
suppressed and its not-realized "independence" was finished with the last day of
March fightings. After that and until the last days of May two elected — Armenian
and Moslem Councils kept some kind of fragile peaceful co-existence. The city of
Nakhijevan itself was divided into Armenian and Tatar segments®. And at a stage o

! Uhdnuywiu 1996, 201, 2nhpwpywt 2000, 79, 3orpaban 2012, 78-79:

2 The National Archives of Armenia, fund 314, register 1, file 163, folio 9 (following: NAA 314/1/163/9).

3 In Tsarist Russia, the Turkish-speaking Shia population of Transcaucasia was called the Caucasian Ta-
tars, to distinguish them from the Sunny Turkish dwellers of the Ottoman Empire. In Iranian publications,
the Turkish-speaking population of Nakhijevan is regarded not as an immigrant element from Arran and
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its own independence, new Republic of Armenia clearly regarded and formally
requested this region as the motherland of the new State, which had been a com-
ponent of the Erivan Province (Gubernia) since 1849.

The Occupation of Batum by the Ottoman Army

The Ottoman Army continued its advance after the Treaty of Brest Litovsk,
which was violated on May 15, 1918. Only one day before Vehib pasha explained to
Armenian delegates, that his Empire was interested in two routes to Baku. The
eastern road went to Gandzak, Evlakh, and valley of Kura. The second way
stretched via Sharur, Nakhijevan, and Zangezur®. At the last end, on May 26 the
Turks pressed the Transcaucasian delegation in Batum by categorical ultimatum®
and got an agreement with three freshly proclaimed independent republics. It was
easy done, since Turkish forces reached only 7 kilometers far from Yerevan and
10 kilometers from Vagharshapat (Echmiadzin). So, on June 4, 1918, Georgia, Ar-
menia, and Azerbaijan signed the Treaty of Batum with Ottoman authorities. As
G. Makhmourian comments, this Treaty contained huge predatory territorial
augmentation of Turkey, including practically all Nakhijevan uezd (4482,9 sq.
km), with its south-eastern sub-district of Ordubad (680 sq. km) reserved for arti-
ficially formed Transcaucasian Azerbaijan®.

Another scholar, A. Gharibyan, believes that Turkey imposed its conditions at
Batum because the Armenian diplomats new nothing about a signal success,
gained by their Army near Sardarabad. He writes: "It is difficult to imagine what
fate of the Armenian nation would have been if it did not display such examples of
struggle and heroism in the May battles [of 1918]. The Armenians’ success was
indubitable and could go on, but our delegates in Batum, being unaware of the
victories of their own forces, let the Turks dictate the points of the signed con-
tract."” He adds: "General Andranik believed that they should continue the suc-
cesses and make Turkey sign a beneficial treaty for us. Though it is difficult to say
whether Caucasian Armenia, which was full of about half million Armenian refu-
gees and had only 2 dozen thousand not efficient soldiers, could provide serious
successes against the superior Turkish forces. However, Turkey recognized the
independence of Armenia, but Kars, Ardahan, Kaghzvan, Otli regions, half of the
Yerevan district, all of the Surmalu unit, three-quarters of Alexandropol and Ech-

Shirvan, but rather as people, who lived in Iran, south of Araxes, and then moved gradually into Nakhijevan
since the end of the XVII century. These masses were Turkified within Iranian frontiers during and after the
Tamerlane and Turcoman invasions of XIV-XV centuries.

4 Hovannisian 1967, 195.

° NAA 222/1/141/236.

6 The ancient Armenian name of Ordubad was Vordvat. See: Makhmourian 2016, 348. The text of the
Treaty of Batum see: Pwnuwywu 1962, 172-178 and Uquuwjwu 2002, 85-87: The map that compares the
borders of 1914, with the treaties of Brest Litovsk and Batum see: Reynolds 2011, XVIII.

7 Cand. of Sc. in Hist. Alik A. Gharibyan is an Associate Professor at the Chair of the History of Armenia,
Professor of the Department of History at the Yerevan State University. See: Gharibyan 2014, 20-21.
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miadzin districts with the city of Alexandropol, together with the one-fifth of Sha-
rur-Daralagyaz districts were taken away. Nakhijevan was also captured from Ar-
menia"8. German Ambassador to Constantinople J.H. von Bernstorff made a very
pertinent remark: "Turkey left only Lake Sevan for Armenians, where they can
swim, but they don’t have a place to come out and get dry"®.

Gaining an agreement, the Ottoman forces advanced into Sharur-Nakhijevan.
They were attracted by the Alexandropol — Echmiadzin - Nakhchevan-Julfa railway,
since it facilitated the southern direction of their assault onto Baku. Y. Murgul
represents also an official explanation, given by Vehib pasha at the Batum Confe-
rence on May 14, that this line would "be used for the transfer of the Ottoman
soldiers into Northern Iran; and as the war against the Britain was going on,
Transcaucasian railways would be under Ottoman control"'®. However, first of all
the Ottoman army needed oil with the Turkish-speaking population; and it tried to
avoid any large-scale collisions with Iran - big, neutral State under the Allied mili-
tary control. At the last end, the Treaty of Batum was signed but not ratified by
Armenia and was completely rejected by all Allies of the Ottoman Empire. Germa-
ny, Austro-Hungary and Bulgaria demanded to respect the borders of Brest Li-
tovsk, which did not gave Nakhijevan and all territories east of Kars and Batum to
Turkey.

As we see, the Treaty of Batum was not quite legal but real achievement for
Turks, because it formalized their further expansion and wrecked any possibility
to ameliorate the situation in the Ottomans provinces of Armenia. These provinces
were ruined and devastated by the total annihilation of Genocide, with the whole-
sale massacre of indigenous population and without any perspective of repatria-
tion for hundreds thousands of refugees. It’s a well-known fact that Ottoman Mi-
nister of War Enver pasha planned to occupy all Armenian territories and to di-
vide them between his Empire, Georgia and Azerbaijan, implementing his favorite
strategy of "Armenia without any Armenians"".

Thar’s why immediately after June 4, 1918, the Turks shaped an Eastern Ar-
my group and created an Army of Islam at Elisavetpol. They continued their ad-
vance and on June 16 entered from Persia the railway station of Shahtakhti in
Nakhijevan. It was only July 10 when the Ottoman 36™ Division attacked the Ar-
menian Julfa from the Persian side of the border; four days later their 11" Division
entered Sharur and two regiments of the 33" Division moved across Shahtakhty
to seize the city of Nakhijevan. On July 16 Turkish soldiers began their large-scale
advance into the district and after two-days fight captured the entered the main
city on July 19. All this period, from July 14 and during the August around 15.000
Armenians of Sharur and 38.500 Armenians of Nakhijevan districts were subject

8 Gharibyan 2014, 21.

9 Gharibyan 2014, 21.

10 Murgul 2007, 50. The date of May 11 was not quite correct.

" The number of refugees: Lwoniuh 1921, 50. On Enver: Stuermer, Harry 1917, 48.
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to killings in thousands and total deportation into Daralagyaz. These massacres
and other Genocidal actions were completed by regular Ottoman detachments,
accompanied by Tatar and Kurdish gangs'.

Since Armenia was too weak to withstand Turkish demands, registered at the
Treaty of Batum, its 15 and the 2™ Divisions of the national Army Corps obeyed
the ceasefire, ordered by General T. Nazarbekian. In his turn, Andranik Oza-
nian,’” who had reorganized the Western Armenian Division into an Armenian
Special Striking Detachment on April 23, stressed the compulsory terms of the
Brest Litovsk. So, he rejected to surrender and blamed the Armenian National
Council, headed by Dashnaktsutyun, for betrayal. On June 6 his Detachment
moved from Dilijan for Daralagyaz then Persia. Owing to this act Andranik was
dismissed from the Armenian army. However, he moved to Nakhijevan to fight
against the Ottoman Army and to combine his unit with the British forces in
Northern Iran™.

Ozanian rejected the Treaty of Batum because it deprived the new Republic
of all the Western Armenia with the greater part of Eastern Armenia. The losses
stretched from Van and Bitlis until Surmalu, Nakhijevan, vicinities of Erevan and
Vagharshapat (Etchmiadzin). General Andranik also hoped that good relations with
Bolsheviks could help to save the eastern part of the Erivan Province, including
Nakhijevan, and to liberate those Western Armenian lands, which were free of the
Turkish yoke only three months ago.

We should note that A. Ozanian, promoted on January 29, 1918, to the rank
of Major General, was very experienced and gifted. So, on April 6 in Alexandropol
he had warned Commander of the Armenian Corps Lieutenant General T. Nazar-
bekian that the main target of the Ottoman Army was located at the Caspian
shore, very far from the borders, drawn at Brest Litovsk or Batum'™. That’s why
Ozanian elaborated his own rescue strategy. G. Makhmourian recorded that
"striving to rescue this ancient land, General Andranik Ozanian had marched
there with his Armenian Special Striking Detachment of 1.400 men, in common
with 20.000 refugees under its auspice. Andranik had rejected the Treaty of Ba-
tum, as far as it did not decrease the Brest Litovsk losses and did not create any
guarantees for security. On June 7, 1918, General had conducted his fighters into
Persia, where he could unite the British troops. However, having discovered that
this is impossible, he returned to Nakhijevan"'®.

12 See: NAA 200/1/212/88-89, 3orpaban 2012, 113115, 124, Aliprandi 2016, 26, Uwfudniptiwit 2017, 213-214:

'3 Andranik Ozanian (1865-1927) - a freedom fighter, a national hero and an outstanding figure in the
Armenian national liberation movement. Actually, one of the most prominent leaders of all the liberation
groups, fighting in Western Armenia.

" Pwgniuh 1921, 10, 33, Murgul 2007, 57:

15 Qb tiuywu 1990, 441, Updnuywu 1996, 86-87, Uwfudnipbwu 2017, 215:

16 Jwfudnipbwu 2017, 212:
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Ottoman military interference and renewing massacre in the region had na-
turally met a strong social reaction in Yerevan. Isn’t it that according to the Treaty
of Batum the Turkish army immediately subordinated on July 18-19, 1918, all dis-
trict to its own rule. There was not any talk about local "independence" of March
7-25, 1918. Now, in July, all the region was regarded as an Ottoman domain, vio-
lently separated from Yerevan Province." So, the Turks profited from Treaty of
Batum and declared Nakhijevan their own territory. This action was gladly wel-
comed by the local Tatars who met the Ottoman soldiers with Turkish flags and
fair obedience. On August 15 sultan Mehmed VI officially endorsed this situation
by his personal declaration.

Local Moslem dwellers willingly accepted the Ottoman administration, espe-
cially elaborated after the seize and massacre in Baku, that took place in the mid-
dle of September.

The Turkish Army remained in Nakhijevan from July 20, 1918 to November
25, 1918, in Goghtan and till January 26, 1919, in the main part of the district.
Though according to Mudros Armistice (of October 30, 1918) and Instructions,
given by the commander-in-chief of the British forces in Western Transcaucasia
General Major G. Forestier Walker on behalf of all Entente Powers on January 7,
1919, to the commander of the Ottoman 9™ Army Shevki pasha, Turkish troops
were ordered to withdraw to the borders of 1914, evacuating Kars, Nakhijevan
and the whole region'®. But it was not done. The Turks waited until the British
come and establish on January 26, 1919, their own Military Governorship in Nak-
hijevan.

During this period between Mudros and British arrival, first, the short-lived
independent "Republic of Araxes (Arazdayan in the local term)" was proclaimed on
December 5, 1918, for Surmalu-Sharur-Nakhijevan. Its announcement was a reac-
tion to the activity of Erevan and its new Cabinet, formed after on November 4,
1918. On November 27, 1918, the Minister of Interior Aram Manukian' had re-
sponded to an application by Poruchik (Lieutenant) G. Ter-Harutyunian and ap-
pointed him as regional commissar of Nakhijevan®. The latter met tough resis-
tance of the district Moslem Council and could not enter his post. Then, the Mos-
lem dwellers proclaimed their "Republic" and the Government of the Republic of

17 Makhmourian 2016, 347-349.

18 NAA 200/2/39/8-13.

19 Aram Manoukian (1879-1919) - national hero and first Minister of Interior of the Republic of Armenia;
one of ther leaders of the successful self-defence in Van (April 19 - May 17, 1915), then the Governor of Vaspu-
rakan province in May 20 - July 31, 1915. In 1916-1917 he was a member of the Armenian National Bureau in
Tiflis and worked with refugees. Then commissioned by the Armenian National Council to Yerevan, where was
appointed by the city Congress on March 6, 1918, its Dictator. Was the chief military and civil administrator,
who secured all necessary supplies for the Sardarapat battles in May; actual head of the Republic Armenia until
July 23, 1918, and Minister of Interiot from June 30 till his death of typhus in January 29, 1919.

20 NAA 222/2/448/1-2. The date of November 30, 1918, recorded in 3orpaban 2012, c. 143 is not quite
correct.
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Armenia created the Military Governorship, appointing on January 14, 1919, Gen-
eral Major G. Shelkonvikian as its chief?'. The local Moslems and Ottoman com-
manders understood well that "Republic of Araxes" was not viable: it was small,
weak, could not stand the Armenian Army and no State was interested in its "in-
dependence".

It was obvious that 700 Turkish regular soldiers under the command of Halil
bey and Yusuf beg could not resist to the Armenian Army, and the British forces
were coming. That’s why the Ottomans convened on January 17-18, 1919, a special
meeting in the city of Kars and proclaimed their new "South-West Caucasus Re-
public"?2. This new puppet union demanded its autonomy in the Ottoman borders,
kept the Turkish flag, coat of arms, language and money. It pronounced also as its
territory all the area from the Black Sea, border of 1914 until Surmalu and Nakhi-
jevan; prohibited any repatriation and was ready to kill Armenians, who would like
to restore their homes and property. Thus, it was quite natural that this "South-
West Caucasus" did not get any British support, who preferred to replace its pro-
Ottoman administration with their own Governors: one in Kars and another -
Lieutenant-Colonel F. Laughton with 800 soldiers in Nakhijevan. The British Go-
vernorship confirmed Armenian civil administration in the district, though it
stopped repatriation of Armenian refugees here.

Taking into account the Instructions, given to the Ottoman Army on January
7, 1919, and its hostile initiative of January 17, the British began to establish their
on Military Governorship of Nakhijevan. On January 26 General Forestier Walker
sent a letter to the Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia H. Kajaznouni,
sealed by the stamp of the British 27" Division on January 28, 1919%. This mes-
sage informed that Captain, Lieutenant Colonel ad int. F. Laughton had been ap-
pointed the Military Governor of Nakhijevan. The British detachments entered this
district on January 29, and gradually increased their garrison to 800 soldiers. It
was only February 3, 1919, when the Foreign Minister of Armenia S. Tigranian
signed an Agreement with F. Laughton on withdrawal of Armenian Army from this
district®, and February 10, when its detachments were called back to its northern
border.

So, we may record that the "Republic of Arasdayan (Araxes)" had been visible
only from December 5, 1918, till January 17, 1919. And in contrast with numerous
paper testimonies, remained by the local Moslem Council, we have no many doc-
uments on behalf of this administrative entity.

2 NAA 199/1/14, part 1/132; also: Lwfuholuwt Gwpnipp 1918-1920 pe., Pwunwpenebp 1993, 61,
3orpaban 2012, 162-164: The day of December 5, 1918 is fixed by the Erevan newspaper "Zang" of the same
date: 2nhpwpjwu 2002, 41, 3orpabax 2012, 162.

2 Hovannisian 2011, 280.

23 NAA 200/1/212/28-29.

24 NAA 200/1/209/37; published in: Lwfuhguwu-Gupnipp 1918-1920 ppe., Pwuwnwpenetp 1993, 80,
Uybwnhujwu 1996, 192, Lwjwuwnwuh <wupwwtinnniegniup 1918-1920 pe. 2000, 87:
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What depends on Sharur, when the the Army of the Republic of Armenia had
come to establish its administration here, the local Moslems had surrendered on
December 22 and adopted their subordination to Yerevan authorities. Then in the
first days of January, 1919, Sharur leaders of the "Republic of Arasdayan" opened
their ten-days peace negotiations in Yerevan. At the same time they established
contacts with the British, who were invited to replace Armenian administration.
They had a reason to do so, since the Republic of Armenia had already an-
nounced Nakhijevan its territory and appointed its Military Governor.

Andranik in Nakhijevan after the Treaty of Batum

Now let’s analyze the activity of Ozanian in the district under discussion. It
was already on May 29, 1918, that Minister of War Enver pasha sent an instruction
to his commander of the 3 Army Vehib pasha, that Armenia should be sur-
rounded and removed from Karakilis and Nakhijevan to make it have no borders
with Georgia and Persia. This new-arising State should be tightly packed from all
sides by the Ottoman Empire and Azerbaijan®. As far as Turkey needed good pre-
text to substantiate its further expansion, the Moslem dwellers of Nakhijevan sent
a lot of petitions, asking Ottoman commanders to come and to prevent any con-
solidation of this district with the rest of Armenia®.

We should note that Nakhijevan was part of Armenian and then Yerevan
province from March 21, 1828. The surrounding areas to the east, west and south
of this district were old and historical Armenian homelands. When the treaty of
June 4, 1918, gave a pretext to separate this region from its Motherland, "the Ar-
menian population of Sharur-Nakhichevan [endured] during the Turkish occupa-
tion nothing but genocide in all its manifestations"?. Let’s note that in 1916 the
district of Nakhijevan had 122.208 dwellers, 51.365 of them were Armenians
(42%) and 69.716 Shia Tatars (57%). A lot of Armenians fled from their homes
and there were only 38,500 of them in June, 1918. In Sharur Armenian popula-
tion was scarce, though in 1916 there were 90.250 dwellers in whole Sharur-
Daralagyaz district, 29.165 of them were Armenians (32,3%) and 57.982 Shia
Tatars (64,2%)%. Besides, "in 1903 there were within the jurisdiction of the prela-
cy of the Armenian Church of Nakhichevan 94 functioning churches and 12 major
monasteries, in addition to several other abandoned and dilapidated religious and
strategic sites. ...During the encounters in the summer of 1919 between the Ar-
menians and the Moslem insurgents, 45 Armenian villages were destroyed and
10.000 Armenians massacred"%.

% Murgul 2007, 63.

26 Murgul 2007, 64.

7 2nhpwpjw 2002, 3:

28 Kapkasckili kanenaapb Ha 1917 rogb 1916, OTahnb cratuctnyeckiii, 218-221.
29 Ayvazian 1990, 9.
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The Armenian hero understood very well that apart from his volunteer unit,
Nakhijevan had limited facilities for defense. And really, only highland villages of
Goghtan succeeded in their stubborn resistance. Having it in mind, on June 7,
1918, Andranik leaved Dilijan and moved towards Nakhijevan. The Turkish side
proclaimed that "Armenians were threatening the Ottoman units with their activi-
ties [there] and preventing employment of all forces"®. The Nakhijevan Moslem
Council had mistakenly reported about 4000 Armenian infantry, 1000 cavalry, 8
machine guns and 6 pieces of artillery, which ostensibly arrived at this district on
June 20, 1918. In a reality, the Striking Detachment entered the district of Nakhi-
jevan on June 17 and arrived its main city on July 18 with only 1400 men at a dis-
posal. Then, on June 21, 1918, General Andranik moved towards Khoy, forced the
Ottoman unit on the Julfa bridge to retreat, but his successes did not last long.
After the fierce fights in Persia, on June 22-23, the Striking Detachment was
forced to retreat, first Julfa and later Goghtan.

In such conditions of rapid evacuation of the Russian Army and large-scale
Ottoman advance, the national hero and commander of 1.400-3.000 men Arme-
nian Special Striking Detachment Andranik Ozanian tried to neutralize Turkish,
local Tatar and some Persian pretentions. He was also in deep antagonism with
authorities of the first Armenian republic because of its weak self-defense efforts.
Andranik tried to unite with only one capable side — with the British, to guard, if
possible, nearly 60.000 Armenians, who lived in Nakhijevan or came with him as
20.000 refugees® and to impose its military control all over this district to unite it
with Armenia. He did know that the Republic of Armenia ceded this soil to Otto-
mans, that’s why he had conducted his fighters into Persia to unite the British
troops. His maneuver was not successful and he was forced to return into Nakhi-
jevan. This return increases fighting efficiency and improved the Armenian demo-
graphic situation in the region, which was free of hunger. Besides, striving to
evade an Ottoman pursue the Detachment had exploded the railway bridge and
tunnels, damaged several kilometers of its permanent way.

According to Andranik’s expectations, the indigenous population and their
authorities evaded both on June 18-20 and on July 2-10 active self-defense and
didn’t try to accommodate refugees. Then, taking into account that Germany,
Austro-Hungary and Bulgaria did not recognize the text of Batum, which was
much worse than the Treaty of Brest Litovsk, Andranik had convened in Nakhije-
van on July 13-14 in the monastery of St. Karapet®? at Aprakounis a conference
with the head of the local Armenian National Council Karapet Aghayan, its Prelate
Doctor of theology Sion, chief of the district’s self-defense stuff Ervand Kharazian,

30 Murgul 2007, 135-136.

3 Uwfudniptiwu 2017, 212: Hovhannes Hakhverdian was the first Armenian Minister of Defence; he
served in June 30, 1918 - March 27, 1919.

32 Monastery had been established in 1381 on the basis of medieval University, which functioned in
1369-1391. Here an idea was coined that the nature has its beginning but no end.
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delegate of the Gokhtan ANC and Mayor of Agulis Artavazd Martirosian. They de-
cided to support the Treaty of Brest Litovsk and thus that Ozanian’s Detachment
would subordinate to Russian central Government and Nakhijevan is declared to
be an inseparable part of Russia; that all the population would disarm and the re-
gion would obey the martial law.

The very same day, on July 14, ex-assistant of General Ozanian and now
commander of 3™ battalion Captain Khachatour Bonapartian sent a telegram to an
Extraordinary Bolshevik Commissar for the Caucasus affairs S. Shahumian at Ba-
ku. By this message military A. Ozanian requested to inform Moscow about deci-
sions, adopted at Aprakounis. Andranik had also promised to prevent invasion of
the Turkish Army into Nakhijevan and expected further instructions®. He also did
understood that would fight against the Ottoman army without any substantial
reinforcements.

The Last Military Efforts of Andranik in Nakhijevan

All villages in the Turkish occupied areas were abandoned by their native
population and kept under continued attack and looting. Five Armenian villages at
Sharur were scattered over the region and could not help each other. Thus de-
fending them was very hard and needed much troops and weapons. In Nakhijevan
Ozanian had to disarm big Moslem villages, situated on the road and controlled by
the Ottoman officers. Only after this action he could fight Turkish army and de-
fend the center of the district. And he really disarmed the village Yayji on July 16
and sieged Nehram on July 17. Yayji had been blocking movement on the highway
of Julfa - Aza®** for more than a year, its barbarous inhabitants invading that terri-
tory with unbridled fury.

However, after the success in Yayji, stubborn resistance of Nehram’s dwel-
lers under the Turkish Captain Halil bey took too much time and meanwhile the
Ottoman detachments entered vicinities of the district’s capital. The Striking De-
tachment did not manage to come and help quickly. It could only assist 400 local
soldiers under Poruchik (Captain) Ervand Kharazian to evacuate 8.000 Armenians
from the city. That’s why on July 20 his soldiers retreated Goghtan and being con-
ferred with a delegation from Agulis, Ozanian’s men decided to move into Zange-
zur, which had been reached on July 23%. Yes, the national hero had not imme-
diate collision with Ottomans Nakhijevan, but he did not succeed in defense of it.

Generally, Armenians were extremely vulnerable and lacked State manage-
ment; so massacre and displacement tactic of Vehib and Khalil pashas worked. A
dweller of Agulis H. Hakhnazarian refers, that after Nehram: "General Andranik
retreated to Julfa, whence he moved to Goghtan together with the Armenian refu-

33 2nhpwpyw 2000, 118-119, Uwfudniptiwu 2017, 213:

34 Aza(t), Verin and Nerkin were Armenian villages in Goghtan, 17 km west of Ordubad, on the left bank
of Gilan - left tributary of Araxes.

35 Pwgniuh 1921, 75-77:
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gees from Nakhijevan, Yernjak and Western Armenia who were following his
troops. Taking up temporary living in Tsghna village of Goghtan, he occupied
himself with the reorganization of his scattered forces, intending to later advance
towards Zangezur. ...However, the Turks of Ordubad kept the only road leading
to Zangezur blocked so that the General decided to fight his way out by force"3.
As a participant of evacuation, the same author testifies: "The entire district of
Nakhijevan, including Hin Jugha (old Julfa), Kznut and numerous other prospering
villages, was totally devastated and stripped of its Armenian inhabitants"%’.

Noticeably, that Nakhijevan and Zangezur were the last Armenian districts of
defense after the Treaty of Batum, led by General A. Ozanian. He did not achieved
his aim in the first area, but the second one, where Ozanian remained till Novem-
ber 28, 1918, and fought against the Ottoman regulars very well, was saved from
Turks®®. We can add, that Andranik tried to move into Zangezur through a
smooth road extending along the Araxes riverside. However, Turkish inhabitants
of Ordubad and Agulis were horror-stricken at the presence of his troops and
refugees. They had particularly grown terrified after the seize of the big village
Yayji on July 16, since it possessed guns and large manpower. The Moslem Na-
tional Council of Ordubad hurried to send a delegation to Agulis with a request
that the local Armenians should save them from the imminent danger°.

Hakhnazarian states: "The Turks promised one-month sustenance of Andra-
nik’s troops and the people following them on condition that they should not
launch any hostility against their Turkish neighbors. They also pledged themselves
to move away from the road of Ordubad-Karjevan. ...While advancing, he was
paving way for his soldiers and the armless people by removing the obstacle
posed by the village of blood-thirsty Turkish bandits. He was advancing rapidly,
without ever stopping anywhere. He was advancing rapidly, without ever stopping
anywhere for a long time". You could make an inference, that he had no intention
to defend Goghtan. "As had been the case with Yayji, after his attacks against the
Turkish villages, the local armed men either fled to the mountains together with
the women and young fellows, or found refuge in Iran by crossing the Araxes.
However, once Andranik’s troops were away, they returned to their places, forti-
fied their positions and resumed their raids against the Armenian villages"*.

36 Hakhnazarian 2013, 26.
37 Hakhnazarian 2013, 139.
38 Also: Avakian 2015, 101.
39 Hakhnazarian 2013, 151.
40 Hakhnazarian 2013, 151-152.
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Republic of Arasdayan*' in Nakhijevan in December 1918

The war, bloodshed, and ethnic clashes during the year 1918 continued. Af-
ter the Andranik retreat from Nakhijevan and during his stay at Zangezur, Otto-
mans troop did not enter the second region but they seized Baku on September
15-18, where massacred 29.000 Armenians. So, everywhere the Turkish army
came, Armenian natives were under pressure to leave these areas or to become
the objects of most cruel rule. "The Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan", which
was announced by Musavatists in Tiflis on May 27-28, 1918, eagerly profited of the
Turkish support and its authorities quickly began to eliminate the Armenians in
Elizavetpol and Baku ex-Provinces (Gubernias). During that period, in August-
October, 1918, Turkish army entered Karabagh and was prepared to deal with the
rest of Armenia in cooperation with the Army of Islam, led by Nuri Pasha.

In Nakhijevan itself Turkish Military Governor was appointed, and the com-
mander of the 1 army corps Kiazim Karabekir pasha, added to his own regular
detachments local volunteer force for men 19 years old and more. These squa-
drons were abundantly armed with Turkish weapons, drilled by Ottoman officers
and acted under their command. We can state, that since the capture of Kars on
April 25/12, 1918, the staff of the Turkish 9" Division looked into a perspective of
direct military intervention and further subordination of Nakhijevan to the Ottoman
Empire. This district was regarded as possible Ottoman federative unit; though
some leaders of the Nakhijevan MNC did not dismiss a possibility to join Iran.*?
However, official Tehran could not interfere because its State was neutral and un-
der the control of British Army. In contrast with Persian situation, the Ottoman Ar-
my could and designed its plans to annex Nakhijevan on its road to Baku.

After the Armistice of Mudros on October 30, 1918, the Ottoman forces were
forced to leave Goghtan on November 25, 1918, and the whole district — only in
January of 1919. Taking in mind the necessity to leave the whole region, and prof-
iting of the Moslems’ fear to stand the Armenian Government all alone, the Otto-
mans designed to use the principle of self-determination and planned a formation
of the puppet republic of Araxes. Therefore, they tried to create or to revive a
political unit which has been attempted on March 7, 1918. Though this time the
district was named as "Republic of Aras". Iranian scholars associate this an-
nouncement with a period after November 3, 1918,* although the Armenian me-
dia made a concrete report only on December 5 of the same year.

Jamshidi Rad, for example, refers to the Ottoman target in Nakhijevan as fol-
lows: "For the implementing Turanism and Pan-Turkism idea, this government
started cultural activities including opening schools and libraries, supported by

4 According to the Armenian sources republic of Araxes had been called as a Republic of Arasdayan,
though in Persian sources it is called the Aras republic, and in Turkish sources - Araz Turk Republic.
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Ottomans. Actually, their purpose was to capture Nakhijevan. The Iranian scholar
too optimistically suggests, that 40,000 Armenians were living in Nakhijevan at
this moment**. So, ethnic tensions raised anew and the Ottoman commander
K. Karabekir kept the Ottoman flag on the building of MNC. His troops continued
looting and ruined all towns and villages with area, killing all native Armenians,
who remained there®. Karabekir and Khalil pasha did not went away from the
district and served as official military advisors of the "Republic of Arasdayan" on
the spot*®.

It is possible to consider that separation of Nakhijevan from the Ottoman Em-
pire and its transformation into an "independence" could bring the new strategy
of the re-submission of this area to Baku. Azerbaijan was regarded as "deputy" of
Turkey and everything that Ottomans could not "gulp down", could be passed to
their small ally. In this case, attachment of Nakhijevan also urged annexation of
Zangezur and Karabagh. Three districts together paved the way to Baku. So, the
9" division of the Ottoman army, which operated from Sharur till Goghtan, had
also establish instead of MNC a puppet parliament in Nakhijevan. Later on, when
the "independence" proved its insolvency and an autonomous "South-Eastern
Caucasus Republic" had been created on January 17-18, 1919, in Kars, Amir Beg
Akbarzade was promoted as the head of the Nakhijevan government. However,
since the whole Transcaucasia and this district in particular became a zone under
the British control, Amir could not administer in Nakhijevan itself and had been
based in Igdir - the center of the neighboring district of Surmalu®’.

Similarly to Armenian sources, Andrew Anderson and Georg Egge from the
University of Calgary also mention that Jafar Kuli Khan Nakhchivanski proclaimed
the so-called "Independent Arasdayan Republic”, which claimed in December of
1918 the districts of Sharur-Daralagyaz and Nakhijevan of the former Yerevan
Governorate. Though in reality he controlled only narrow strip of the land,
stretched from the city of Nakhijevan till Ordubad on the left bank of Araxes. Ac-
cording to these authors, while waging war against the Armenia, "the Arasdayan
Republic" could boast "a few thousand-strong Tatar militias armed and trained by
the Turks and a regular Turkish battalion left in the area contrary to the provi-
sions of the Armistice of Mudros"*®. Yes. We have to stress that contrary to the
clauses of Mudros 30.000 to 50.000 Turkish regular troops remained in Tran-
scaucasia and acted very urgently in favor of their Empire*. In Nakhijevan they
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48 Andersen A., Egge G., Armeno-Georgian War of 1918 and Armeno -Georgian Territorial Issue in the 20™
Century http://www.conflicts.rem33.com/images/georgia/arm_geor_war/el0.html#ftnref4, retrieved 24.04.2022.

49 |n detail: Hovannisian 1971, 199-201.
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had additional 10.000 men in the local detachments and 300 Turkish soldiers
under Halil bey*°.

The "Republic of Arasdayan" (Araxes) could last on the paper only till January
17, 1919, when Nakhijevan had been announced a subdivision of the new - equally
puppet and allegedly "autonomous" "South-Eastern Caucasus Republic" with the
center at Kars. Now the Ottoman commanders demanded the territory from the
western border of the Kars region till the western frontier of Syunik. They included
in their claims all Nakhijevan, Sharur and Goghtan with Ordubad and Julfa. Jamshidi
Rad considers that the Arasdayan [?] republic functioned until February 12, 1919°".
It is not quite correct, since the British established their Governorship of Nakhijevan
on January 26, 1919 and brought first of their 800 soldiers here on January 29°2.

A. Gharibyan makes a misconception attempt to explain the situation, too. He
considers, that simultaneously with wide propaganda among the Tatar and Mos-
lem population, which should assist in the Ottoman incursion into Baku, the ene-
my "was intended to "stifle" Armenia from all sides, the Turkish front was in the
west, the Kurds from Alashkert were in the south, in the southeast it was the ar-
tificial "Araxes Republic" which was formed from Nakhijevan and Sharur-
Daralagiaz provinces by Tatar Khans. In the east it was Azerbaijan along with Ta-
tar bands, and in the north it was the Georgian border, which was fairly well con-
trolled by the Georgian forces, from where even "the cargoes belonged to Tiflis
state were not brought out™3. We have to remind that since June 4, 1918, Nakhi-
jevan was regarded as a segment of the Ottoman Empire. Thus, there was not a
least possibility for any "Republic" in August-September of the same year. Only
when the Turkish army was defeated in the World War | and had to abandon all
Transcaucasia, it tried to substitute some "independent" area on the banks of
Araxes for its possession, controlled only since July of 1918.

The aim of the establishing of the "Republic of Araxes" was to created some
Turkish enclave between Armenia and Persia, as far as Azerbaijan was far and
had not been regarded by the victory Powers as its possible master, and the Ot-
toman army could not control it any more. However, Turkish commanders un-
derstood that this small unit was not self-sufficient and could not stand Armenian
demands for sovereignty. The official Erevan had really sent its troops into Sha-
rur-Nakhijevan, where fights continued till January 26 and even March.>* When
the British forces occupied Nakhijevan, they had not the slightest intention to rec-
ognize this occurrence and declared Nakhijevan with Sharur first, their Military
Governorship, and later — on April 4, 1919 - as Armenian territory.

50 2nhpwipjw 2002, 38, Makhmourian 2016, 350.
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53 Gharibyan 2014, 41.

54 NAA 200/1/193, pt. I/236.
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Conclusion

The collapse of Tsaristic Russia, together with inability and weakness of Bol-
sheviks to fight with their European Allies, led to Brest Litovsk Treaty. That was a
great success for Ottomans because they gained huge territories for annexation in
Transcaucasia. That’s why the Turkish forces started a new military movement
from Erznka, Van and Erzerum on Kars, Batum, Erevan, Tiflis and Baku. The
Treaty of Batum was the second substantial achievement of the Ottoman Empire
and its army. It imposed big additional and extremely hard conditions on Armenia.
The ardent efforts by General Andranik Ozanian to stop the Ottoman advance-
ment into Nakhijevan did not gain success. His struggle in this region in June-July
of 1918 finished with his evacuation into Zangezur together with 35.000 of refu-
gees. However, his fights against the Turkish army in Zangezur actually saved this
region from massacre. Contrary to Ozanian’s Detachment of 3,500 men, the Ot-
toman troops were well equipped and well supported by local Moslem dwellers.
Nether Republic of Armenia, nor any foreign power supported Andranik who was
left alone. As a result, "the Republic of Araxes" (called Arasdayan) was established
after the World War | on December 5, 1918. It was the substitution of the pre-
vious Turkish intervention and occupation of Nakhijevan. Step by step the Otto-
man commanders and 300 officers changed the situation in the summer of 1919
in favor of Tatar element in Nakhijevan. They forced the native Armenians to flee
from their homeland or surrender; though the most part of prisoners was massa-
cred. So the Ottoman leaders formed the basis of the future Kemalists’ concep-
tion, that Nakhijevan was the "Gate of Turkestan"; and "the Republic of Araxes"
was the short-lived attempt of the Turkey commandment to establishing a puppet
political unit in Nakhijevan, if its direct control from abroad was impossible. Since
the quasi-independent "Republic of Arasdayan" could not stand Armenian demand
for sovereignty, it was substituted by the same Turkish army for new and bigger
puppet "autonomous" entity.
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LUh264ULL FUNRUP MUSUTULUSG RS BU U. ORUL3ULP
nuRUUreud4dhs UhLAe4 «Uruutruduvh <ULMUNESNkE3NhL»

Uwohn Lwphdh (Ph<K)
Udihnthnud

1918 p. thtunpuph 10-hg YUndywujwu dwlhwwnd hwonnnipjudp dwywywd
eninpwlwu hwpdwynwp hwugbigptig 1918 . dwpwnp 3-hu Yupywsd Ppkuwin-Lhnnduyh
wwjdwuwagpht: Oudwujwu Yuwjupnigyniup swpniuwybg wnwefuwnwgnwu Uunpyny-
Yuund U 1918 p. hnithup 4-hu dpwuwnwuh, Unppbowuh b <wjwunwuh hwupw-
whbwnipnuubpht wwpuwnpbg 2w wybh dwup Pwenwih wwjdwuwghpp, npuntin
hwjnwpwpybg Lwiughlwup Erippwywt pwuwyny pnuwudwédbine dwuht: (3GL hwy
wqqwhu htipnu, gbubpwpEdwinp Uunpwupy Oqwujwup dbpdtg Pwpenuh wwjdw-
uwghpp W 1918 e. hnwhuh 7-hg dhusl hnihuh 20-p Yuwwnh Ynhdubip dnbig pnippb-
ph nbd, pwg upw <wjjwlwu wnwudhu hwpgwoénn gnpwdwuht shwonnytg Mwpu-
Ywuwnwunw dhwuw] ppprnwuwlwu gqnppbipht Ywd enippbphg hpytip Lwfuhsobwup
hwjnigjwup: 2npwdwup 1918 . hnyhup 23-hg dhusle unjtdpbiph 28-p 2wugbiqnipnid
Ep U Yuwpnnugwy wyu Gpypwdwup hpyb) oudwujwu ubiptunidnuihg nt Yninnpwdhg:
Stinh dwhdbnwywu puwyshieyniup Lwfughlwunid thnpd wpbg 1918 . dwpnhu wu-
Ywfunieintu hnswyb): 1919 p. hniujwph 17-hu, pnippwywu huynnnigjwu ukippn, Cw-
pnip-Lwfuholwu-Unipdwinind uintindytig «Upwunwjwuh hwupwwbunnigniup»: Lwuh
nn «Upwpuh hwupwwbinnyeniup» swihwquug enyp bp, wiu thnfuwphuytig dwppn-
ubnwiht wy|' pnppwlwt uwhdwuubpnd hwjnwpwpywd hupuwdwnp dhwynpny:

Pwuwh pwnbp' Pwpndh wwjdwuwghp, «Upwunwjwuh hwupwwtinnyeniuy,
Uunpwuphy Oquwujwu, dbhpp thwow, huwih thwow, Lwiuhobwtu, Uwhdbnwlywu
wqquwihu funphnipny:

HAXWIMEBAH C BATYMCKOIO IOFOBOPA U BOEHHOI KAMIAHUU
A. O3AHAHA 0,0 «<APACOAAHCKOW PECNYBJ/IMKW»

Mapxnp Kapumn (MPW)
Pestome

YcnewHoe Typeukoe HactynneHue Ha Kaskasckom cbponTe 10 cbespansa 1918 r.
npuseno k Bpect-JlutoBckomy porosopy ot 3 mapta 1918 r. OcmaHcKkaa umnepus He
npuaepmnBanacb MyHKTOB 3TOro AOKYMeHTa, MPOJOMasA CBOe HacTynieHue B 3a-
KaBKkasbe. 4 utoHa 1918 r. c HoBoobpasoBaHHbIMY He3aBUCUMbIMK pecnybnvkamm [py-
3un, AsepbaiigmaHa u ApmeHnn 6bin 3akntoueH bonee Tamenbiii — BaTymckwii gorosop.
Ero Tekct rnacun 06 aHHekcun HaxupeBaHa TypeLkuMM BOCKamMu. XOTA U apMAHCKWIA
HalMoHanbHbIl repoii, reHepan-maiiop A. O3aHAH obocHoBaHHO oTBepr BaTtymckuii
porosop u ¢ 7 utona go 20 utona 1918 r. passepHyn 6oeBble AeliCTBUMA NPOTUB TYPOK,
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HO ero ApMAHCKMIA 0cobblii yoapHbliA 0TpAL He cMor 0bbefuHUTLCA ¢ BpUTaHCKUMU
Bolickamu B [lepcn M cnacTm HaxmaMeBaHCKMX apMAH oT Typok. B mapte 1918 r.
MeCTHOe MyCynbMaHCkoe HaceneHue HaxwpmeBaHa momnbiTanocb ycTaHOBUTb HE3aBW-
cumocTb. 3atem B Llapype-HaxupsesaHe-Cypmany 6bina co3paHa MapuoOHeTOYHas
«ApacpasHckas pecnybnvika» mop, TypeukuMm koHTponem. [Mockonbky «Apakckaa pec-
nybnuka» Obina camwkom cnaboii, oHa bbina 3aMeHeHa OpPYroii MapUOHETOYHOM, YiKe
aBTOHOMHOI €AMHULE B TYpeLKNX rpaHmLax.

KnioueBble cnoBa — batymckuii forosop, «ApacpasHckaa pecrybnuka», AHppa-
Huk OsaHaH, Bexu6-nawa, Xanun-nawa, HaxupxesaH, MycynbmaHckuii HaumoHanb-
HbliA CoBeT.

NAKHIJEVAN FROM THE TREATY OF BATUM AND THE MILITARY CAMPAIGN OF
A. OZANIAN TO "REPUBLIC OF ARASDAYAN"

Majid Karimi (IRI)
Abstract

The successful Turkish advance on the Caucasus Front from February 10, 1918, re-
sulted in the Treaty of Brest Litovsk, signed on March 3, 1918. The Ottoman Empire did
not respect this document, continued its advance into the Transcaucasia and concluded on
June 4, 1918, much more heavy Treaty of Batum with newly-independent republics of
Azerbaijan, Georgia and Armenia. Its text announced annexation of Nakhijevan by the Tur-
kish forces. Their invasion had been fulfilled by the 36", 11" and 33 Divisions on July 10-
19, 1918. Though the Armenian national hero and General Major A. Ozanian reasonably
rejected the Treaty of Batum and waged his fights from June 7 till July 20, 1918, his Arme-
nian Special Striking Detachment could not unite with the British troops in Persia or save
the Nakhijevan Armenians from the Turks. On July 14, 1918 he subordinated this district to
Soviet Russia, but without any support from the Red Army. His Armenian Special Striking
Detachment of 1.400-3.000 men had to evacuate with 35.000 Western and local refu-
gees. His further stay in Zangezur on July 23 - November 28, 1918, gave better results and
saved the district from the Ottoman invasion and massacre. The local Muslim population
first attempted its independence on March 7-25, 1918. Then it proclaimed in Sharur-
Nakhijevan-Surmalu a puppet "Republic of Arazdayan" under the Turkish control on De-
cember 5, 1918 - January 17, 1919. Since the "Republic of Araxes" could not stand Arme-
nian demands, it was replaced by another puppet, now autonomous unit in the frontiers of
Turkey, troops of which evacuated from Goghtan on November 25, 1918, and from the
whole Nakhijevan on January 26, 1919. During this period the Republic of Armenia ap-
pointed its commissar of the district on November 27, 1918, and established a Military Go-
vernorship under General Major G. Shelkovnikian on January 14, 1919. On the insistence
of British, it was replaces on January 26 by their own Military Governorship; so on Febru-
ary 3, an agreement with the Republic of Armenia was signed and on February 10, 1919,
the Armenian army was called back to the northern borders of the district.

Key words — Treaty of Batum, "Republic of Arasdayan”, Andranik Ozanian, Vehib pa-
sha, Khalil pasha, Nakhijevan, Moslem National Council.



