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Introduction

Pottery embodies not only cultural but also ethnographical features'. Both the
nature of pottery and the decoration of ceramic vessels are viewed as
characteristics that “define ethnics?. According to another definition, luxury
goods, clayware, and ornaments belong to the so called, “ethnics-making”
qualities of culture. These qualities are not predetermined by economic demands
as much as, for instance, the qualities of production tools or weapons are®.

In different periods of the historical-cultural development of a particular
society, obvious diversities of ceramics are mediated by ethnic circumstances as
well. Sometimes, due to the historical occurrences, a society receives an
opportunity to dictate the modes of its cultural expression to another society. In
this case, the condition that makes changes in the pottery possible to occur is that
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these changes should not contradict the national particularities and aesthetic
perceptions of those who produce the pottery”.

In professional literature, the possibility of the usage of ethnographic
materials in exploring ancient pottery is emphasised®. Besides, one should
consider the fact that ceramics cannot be viewed as an important feature of the
culture of nomads, as they mostly used the ware made by their neighboring
settled nations®. Local pottery is almost absent in the early Scythian native culture.
It is believed that the clayware uncovered in the tombs of the northern Caucasus
was made by those carrying the Koban culture’. With the exception of one burial,
no pottery is encountered in sepulchres of two of the three Tauric cultural
groups®. Anyhow, the need of identifying the reasons for considerable increase of
new forms in the composition of local pottery should not be ignored. Naturally,
the division of Armenia’s Iron Age into phases is also based on this principle®.
Therefore, based on rich observational material, this study has sought to
demonstrate the changes in the forms of pottery in Transcaucasia that were
induced during the 7"-6" centuries B.C. as a result of interaction between newly
appeared Scythian and local ceramic complexes.

Zoomorphic Vessels

As pottery is usually produced by women, in a situation if no other changes
occur in a given culture but pottery atypical of that culture emerges, one could
suspect the presence of foreign women in that culture®. Similarly, in a situation of
obvious cultural changes, the maintenance of some older traditions of ceramics
production can be explained by the presence of women belonging to the old
culture. Nevertheless, changes in the form and ornaments of pottery, combined
with alterations in other cultural constituents, could be associated with changes in
the male component of the ethnic mass. During the Scythian period, narrow-
necked jugs having tang-covered handles and spherical body ornamented with
beam-form lines originating from knobs, appeared in the South Caucasus. These
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jugs had no such predecessors in the previous period. The abundance of
zoomorphic pottery or clay vessels with animal head shaped handles became
evident. Pottery decorated via carving or cutting out, with ornaments filled with a
white substance, also appeared. Vessels with similar ornamentation were found in
the North Caucasus burial grounds of the same period*.

In particular, a duck shaped libation vessel was found in one of the Khrtanots
sepulchres that was destroyed in 1961 (Fig. 1a). In No. 4 sepulchre of Lori Berd, a
zoomorphic vessel was found, which had a spout and a horizontal handle (Fig. 1b).
An animal shaped clay vessel was found also in No. 62 sepulchre there®. A cera-
mic zoomorphic vessel from the Moussieri’s pottery collection has an egg shaped
body, four short legs, a handle on the back side, and two spouts (Fig. 1c). The
short funnel on its back side is for filling the liquid, and the stretched spout on its
front side is for pouring the liquid out. The surface is ornamented, in particular,
with cross-form placed daub knobs. The body of another attractive ceramic vessel
from the same Moussieri’s collection is torus shaped, it has a spout near its end
line, and the surface is ornamented with geometric figures and lines. The archae-
ologist who uncovered this vessel called it a flask®. During the excavations of
Artsvakar burial ground in 1905, a remarkable tetragonal ceramic vessel was
found™. Another flask was uncovered in No. 2 sepulchre of Khnatsakh burial
ground. In No. 4 sepulchre of this burial ground, a horse-formed vessel was
found, on both sides of which pots were fixed. In No. 23 sepulchre of
Karchaghbyur burial ground, an askos with red burnished surface, circular base,
and furrow handle was uncovered (Fig. 1d). A similar egg shaped vessel resem-
bling a body of a bird was found at Agrab Tepe (northwestern Iran)®. The ceramic
vessel discovered in No. 10 sepulchre of Shikahogh has a form of a stag. The
short, cylindrical, relatively wide spout on the back of this vessel was for filling
liquid into it, and the narrow spout on its muzzle was for pouring it out. The body
of the animal was ornamented with gouged circles and incised straight lines and
line strings (Fig. 1e). A horse-formed vessel was found in No. 38 sepulchre of
Tandzaver. It has horizontal network-ornamented belts on its body (Fig. 1f). A

! NecceH, Muotposckuii 1940, 9, 18-19, 36.
2 ubkgjuin 1998:

3 De Morgan 1889, 154-155, Fig. 170.

“ Lwiuywt 1906, 20.

5 Muscarella 2013, 134-139, Fig. 26.

118



On Some forms of Pottery Discovered in Transcaucasia Sepulchres ...

rectangular prismatic glazed vessel was uncovered in No. 20 burial mound of
Khojali burial ground. The walls of this vessel were ornamented with colored im-
ages of mythological animals'®. Zoomorphic vessels were found in the third and
fourth burial mounds of Mingechaur. The ceramic vessel uncovered in the third
burial mound is bird-formed. It resembles a dove, and has four short conic legs
(Fig. 1g). The other vessel discussed in this source is a three-legged vase orna-
mented with sculptures of birds and grooves'’. A ceramic zoomorphic vessel was
found also at the archaeological site of Agarak'®. Vessels dated to half of the 8"-6"
centuries B.C. were found in Gordion. One of these is a ritual drinking vessel,
which has a form of a goose leaned against a “high” leg. The vessel is painted,
made in realistic style’®. Another known decorated drinking vessel from the same
monument is goat-formed. It leans against four short legs and has a high arc-
formed handle starting from the base of the neck and ending at the tail. It is dated
to the end of the 8™ century — beginning of the 7" century B.C.%°.

Vessels Decorated with Figures of Animals and Zoomorphic Handles

A very attractive narrow-necked single-handled ritual vessel with a spout was
found in No. 2 sepulchre of Lori Berd. Along with mole-like figures, it has a figure
of a dog on its surface (Fig. 2a). On the handle of a jug with black burnished
surface found in No. 4 sepulchre of Lori Berd, a raised muzzle of a ram with daub
eyes and horns was depicted. On the handle of a goblet discovered in one of the
sepulchres of Moussieri, there is a sculpture resembling the head of a stag (Fig.
2b). The handles of the bowls and jugs found in a number of sepulchres of
Ghrmakhevistavi carry figures of ram horns or have “animal ears” at their top*. A
bowl with a handle having two tangs was found in No. 1 cromlech of Atarbekyan?.
A zoomorphic handle was found in No. 2 burial mound of Khnatsakh®. In a
sepulchre of Shikahogh’s “Spitak Hogher”, a vessel with a figure of a ram head
on its handle was found. There was a similar decoration on the body of a big bowl
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with a conical hollow leg, which was found in No. 9 sepulchre of “Kapen Art”%,
There was a tang in a shape of a ram head on the shoulder of a vessel uncovered
in No. 38 sepulchre of Tandzaver®®. Tufa-made pots having ram-head handles
were found in No. 2 burial mound of Khojali?®®. The spout of one of the libation
vessels uncovered in the fourth burial mound of Mingechaur has a form of a bird
head, and the oval lid of this zoomorphic vessel has handles resembling fowl
head?’. The handle of a stone tray found in a pitgrave of the same burial ground
ends with two heads of a ram (Fig. 2c). Jugs with handles in the figure of dogs
were uncovered in the Iron Age settlement of Saritepe (Fig. 2d). The handle of a
black burnished ceramic vessel discovered in Arinberd, the top of which is animal
head shaped (Fig. 2e), has its parallels among handles of Scythian metallic
goblets. Ceramic vessels with stylized animal shaped handles were uncovered in
Ziweye and Hasanlu (northwestern Iran)®. On Apadana reliefs at Persepolis, the
spouted metallic amphorae with zoomorphic handles are depicted in the hands of
Armenians as a gift for the king®®. A bronze goblet was restored on the basis of
such a bronze handle found in Malaklu — near lgdir (Fig. 2f). Bronze vessels with
upper end of handles having the shape of animal head with sharp ears are known
from Lajobi area of Kvishari village in Lechkhumi region of Georgia®®. Metallic
vessels with handles of similar type were also found in Ossetia (Tli, sepulchre No.
130)*! and the Dnepr river basin (in the early Scythian burial mound near
Zhabotin village®* and in the burial mound near Kvitki village®). In addition, a
bronze vessel with a bird shaped handle was discovered in No. 59 sepulcher of
Lori Berd®. A ceramic vessel with bird head shaped handles and three “bird”
legs was found in the Scythian sepulchre of Khashtarak (Fig. 2g). Among the
goods of Astghadzor’s No. 2 sepulchre, there is a segment-formed lid of a
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ceramic vessel, which has a handle resembling a two-headed animal®. In No. 28
sepulchre of Karchaghbyur, a distinctive single-handled jug with a black-gray
burnished surface was found, with a lid having the form of a bull head (Fig. 2h).
Vessels with spouts in the form of the head of a bird and a horse were found
during excavations of the “Jodj-Dar” burial ground in Yeghegnadzor®®. A single-
handled jug with a spout in the form of an animal head is known from No. 1
sepulchre of the “Jaghatsi gloukh™ burial ground in Akhlat’yan*. In a destroyed
sepulchre (the 7"-6" centuries B.C.) in Shikahogh, a three-legged vessel with a
torus shaped body was found, on the top of which three horse heads were
sculptured?®.

The quantity of refined scent bottles and glazed vessels also increased
considerably during the discussed period. A faience single handled bottle was
found in No. 59 sepulchre of Oshakan®. According to H. Martirosyan*°, the black
burnished vessel with vertical fine grooves discovered in the wealthy cell of
Makarashen resembles late Assyrian faience samples. A reddish engobed bottle
was found in No. 2 sepulchre*, and a glazed small jug was found in No. 62
sepulchre of Lori Berd*. A faience bowl was uncovered in No. 22 sepulchre of
Karchaghbyur*®. Refined scent bottles were also found during excavations of the
“Jodj-Dar” burial ground in Yeghegnadzor**. A small bowl made of yellowish
porous clay, the outside surface of which was ornamented with green paint and
covered with transparent glaze, was found in No. 11 burial mound of Khodjali*®. A
rectangular prismatic four-legged “faience box™ covered with a lid was discovered
on the outskirts of Khodjali residence, in a roadside tumbledown stone chamber*®.
The outside surface of this unique item is glazed, and vertical illustrated ribbons
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are visible under the glaze. A whole illustrated faience vessel glazed from both
sides was found in the second burial mound, and a faience beaker and a painted
plaque were found in the fourth burial mound of Mingechaur*’. The glazed bowl
with emphasized bottom found in a Van period sepulchre of Trialeti is also
remarkable?®.

Not only faience ceramic vessels are decorated with cannelures. A shard of a
pitcher found during the excavations of “Dola” burial ground in Akhlat’yan village
is decorated with vertical wide cannelures*®. Most probably, the restored version
of this incomplete vessel, in its size, form, and decoration, should be similar to
one of the single handle jars with flat bottom, stretched body ornamented with
wide-furrowed vertical grooves, and an arc shaped handle descending from the
limb to the shoulder, found intact in the destroyed sepulchre of Harzhis®. The
mentioned jar uncovered in that sepulchre can help to correctly restore the
broken ceramic vessel found in the Scythian tomb. Hence, it is possible that the
bottom of the jar from the “Dola” sepulchre was not in a form of a truncated
cone. It could be that both jars were made in the same workshop, and both were
copied from the metallic forms. To the point, another single handled jar was
found in the destroyed sepulchre of Harzhis, the handle of which, according to
the archaeologist excavating the monument, “resembles a stylized animal standing
on widely opened legs™. The convex body of the single-handle bowl with black
burnished surface, found in the Small kurgan of the Mil steppe, is decorated with
vertical grooves®2. Unique goblets, jugs, spouted pots, and other types of ceramic
vessels ornamented with cannelures were uncovered in the burial mounds of
Mingechaur.

Drinking Horns and Narrow-necked Jugs with Spherical Body

Drinking horns, nipple-based, leg-based vessels, or pots with pointed
“bottoms” discovered in the Scythian-type monuments of Armenia are not
numerous yet. These are types found in sepulchres No. 1 (Fig. 3a) and No. 25
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(Fig. 3b) of Oshakan, No. 22 of Noratus®®, and No. 10 of Shikahogh’s “Kapen Art”
(Fig. 3c). Nipple-based vessels were found in northwestern Iran (Agrab Tepe)>.
Nevertheless, the Scythian origin of these vessels is doubtless, as they are
encountered in large quantities in ornaments of Scythian anthropomorphic (stone)
idols®®. Drinking horns were also found in the right hands of women depicted in
the bronze sculptures discovered in Ayrum®®.

Ceramic vessels with convex vaults or vault-formed knobs on their body
surface that emerge in the monuments of the 7"-6" centuries B.C. are also
remarkable®. Typically, narrow-necked jugs are ornamented with vault-formed
decorations made with various techniques (pressing, polishing)®®. The stone bowl
inlaid with silver (Mingechaur) is decorated with horseshoe knobs®®.

The unique jug with a bronze ring on its neck, discovered in Akhtala during
excavations by J. de Morgan, is also remarkable as a distinctive culture-making
type of pottery (Fig. 3d). This single-handled, generously decorated jug is
certainly a ritual vessel. The decoration on the surface of the jug from Akhtala is
viewed as a duplication of the ornaments of a similar jug found in No. 2 sepulchre
of Golovino (Fig. 3e). The mentioned distinctive jug from Golovino, which,
according to H. Mnatsakanyan®, is devoted to the worship of the sun, is obviously
comparable with single-handled ritual vessels with beam-formed decorations
found in a contemporary sepulchre in Vanadzor (Fig. 3f—g). Finally, the discussed
jugs from Akhtala and Golovino have been justifiably compared with an
incomplete vessel discovered in Karmir Blur®. The presence of such ceramic
vessels of one-off production distinctive in their form and ornaments in a number
of archaeological sites of Gugark and Ayrarat indicates the uniformity of the
mythological and aesthetic views of those, who made and used those vessels.
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Conclusions

Based on the numerous examples discussed above, an inference can be
made that in the archaeological complexes of Transcaucasia dated to the 7"-6™
centuries B.C., pottery was an important constituent of Scythian culture along
with weapon and horse tack collections. Despite the existing opinion that clayware
should not be viewed as a substantial feature of the culture of nomadic tribes, the
present article is an attempt to prove that the assortment of mixed types of
ceramic vessels distinctive for Scythian archaeological complexes of the South
Caucasus and the Armenian Highlands should not be ignored. The kind, shape,
ornaments, and other characteristics of pottery can serve as important sources
for archaeological observations. Zoomorphic clay vessels, drinking horns, narrow-
necked jugs with spherical, ornamented bodies, and vessels with zoomorphic
handles were not known to the Early Iron Age cultures of the region. These are
new types that indicate the fact of interaction between native ceramic complexes
and Scythian complexes penetrated Transcaucasia. Along with Scythian weapons
and horse tacks, the emergence of new forms including both pottery and stone or
metallic vessels in archaeological complexes of the 7"—6" centuries B.C. of the
region are particularly typical of archaeological sites of Armenia.
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Figure Captions

Fig. 1. Zoomorphic ceramic vessels: a. Duck shaped libation vessel from Khrtanots
burial ground (after Martirosyan 1964, Tab. XXVIII/8); b. Zoomorphic vessel from
sepulchre No. 4 of Lori Berd (after Devedjyan 1981: 73, Fig. 31); c. Zoomorphic vessel
from burial ground of Moussieri (after De Morgan 1889: 155, Fig. 169); d. Askos with
red burnished surface from sepulchre No. 23 of Karchaghbyur (after Yengibaryan
2002: 445, Tab. XII/6); e. Stag shaped ceramic vessel from sepulchre No. 10 of
Shikahogh (after Xnkikyan 2002, Tab. LXXXIII/15). f. Horse shaped vessel from
sepulchre No. 38 of Tandzaver (after Xnkikyan 2002, Tab. LXXXVI/38). g. Bird shaped
ceramic vessel from Il burial mound of Mingechaur (after Kaziev 1949: 20, Fig. 8:b).

Fig. 2. Vessels decorated with figures of animals and zoomorphic handles: a.
Ritual vessel with a spout from sepulchre No. 2 of Lori Berd (after Devedjyan 1981: 71,
Fig. 30); b. Goblet with stag head shaped handle from Moussieri burial ground (after
De Morgan 1889: 151, Fig. 162); c. Stone tray with ram heads shaped handle from a
pitgrave of Mingechaur (after Kaziev 1949: 24, Fig. 13); d. Jug with a dog shaped
handle from settlement of Saritepe (after Narimanov 1957: 139, Fig. 53/4); e. Animal
head shaped handle of a ceramic vessel from Arinberd (after Yesayan 1967, Tab.
XXII/7); f. Animal head shaped handle of a bronze goblet from Malaklu (after Kuftin
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1944: 25, Fig. 22/2); g. Ceramic vessel with bird head shaped handles from a
sepulchre of Khashtarak (after Martirosyan 1964, Tab. XXVI/II/16); h. Single-handled
jug with a bull head shaped lid from sepulchre No. 28 of Karchaghbyur (after
Yengibaryan 2002: 453, Tab. XX/6).

Fig. 3. Drinking horns and single-handled, narrow-necked jugs: a. Nipple-based
vessel from sepulchre No. 1 of Oshakan (after Hasrat’yan 1985: 212, Tab. 2/b); b. Pot
with pointed bottom from sepulchre No. 25 of Oshakan (after Yesayan, Kalantaryan
1988, Tab. XLIX/3); c. Leg-based vessel from sepulchre No. 10 of “Kapen Art” burial
ground (after Xnkikyan 2002, Tab. LXXXIII/16); d. Ritual jug with a bronze ring on its
neck from Akhtala (after De Morgan 1889: 148, Fig. 154); e. Jug from sepulchre No. 2
of Golovino (after Martirosyan 1954, Tab. XX/b); f. Ritual vessel with beam formed
ornaments from a sepulchre of Vanadzor (after Martirosyan 1964, Tab. XXII/1). g.
Single handled vessel with beam formed ornaments from a sepulchre of Vanadzor
(after Martirosyan 1964, Tab. XXII/2).

uvrunduyuup U.fe.W. Vii-vli % YUUPULULLEMNRU
<U3SLUPEMJUD lub8E1ELN NMNT AGUErh TNR'R

(eNhUUL3UL &.
Udthnthnud

Pwitugh pwnbip' Uunpyndyuwu, <wjwunwt, uynpulwt nwdpwpwu, dow-
Ynyp, jubgwunputp, futigbintu, qupnwpwuywdp:

Uunpynyywuh d.p.w. VI-VI nuptpny pwagnpynn huwghunmwlwu hwdw-
(hpubipnud wnlw qbuph W dhwuwnpph hwywpwdniubph hbwn uynypwlwu dow-
Ynyph Ywplnp punypwagphs £ bwl jubigbintup: Quwjwd Ywpdhp £ hwjnuyt),
np fubigbintiup wtinnp sf nhunwpytip npwtiu pngynp gtintinh dwynypubtiph bw-
Ywtu hwwnlwuhg, vwywjiu Cwjwlywt |Gnuwgfuwphph uynpwlwu Ewnnub-
phu punpn2 fuwnp whwh jubigwunpubph hwdwlwgdp wuwmbub) sh Yunpbh:
futigbintuh punypep, dup, qupnwpwujwsépp U wy hwwnlywuhoubpp Ywpnn Gu
huwghunwywu nhunwpynwubph Yuplinp wnpnp hub:

Ybkunwuwybpwy tubigwunputinp, tngtpwqwywprutipp, qunwaél, qupnw-
pwuywd hpwuny ubinyhq uwihnpubpp b YEunwuwybpw Ywuptpny wunpub-
np hwyjwnuh sGU nmwpwdwonpowuh Jwnbpywebtinwpwu dowynypubphu: FHpwup
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Unpwdndnieyniuutin Gu, npnup wqnwpwpnu Gu Uunpynlyuu ubppwihwu-
gwd uynpwlwu fubgtintuph W mbnwlywu hwdwhpubiph hnfuwqgnbignieiniuub-
nh dwuhtu: Swpwdwopowuh J.p.w. VIVl nwpbph huwghunwywu hwdwjhpub-
pnud uyjnipwywu gbuph U dhwuwpph htiwn huswbiu fubkigtinbuh, wjuwbu £ pw-
pt nu dGunwnw wunpubiph unp dubiph dJhwuptu hwunbu qwip punpn2 Lk, dwu-
twynpwwtiu, Kwjwuwnwuh hnwpdwuubphu:

O HEKOTOPbIX ®OPMAX KEPAMUKM, BbISIBJIEHHO B
NOIrPEBEHUAX 3AKABKA3bA VII-VI BB. 10 H.3.

TYMAHAH T.

Pe3iome

KnroueBbie cnosa: 3akaBKasbe, ApmeHua, ckudpckoe norpebenue, KynbTypa, Ke-
pamMmnyecKme cocyapl, KEpammKa, OpHaMeHT.

B apxeonornyeckux komnnekcax 3axkaskasba VII-VI BB. fo H.3., Hapagy ¢
KONNEKLMAMN OPYKMA U KOHCKOrO ybopa, XapaKTepusytoLLMM CKUPCKYIO Kynb-
TYpY 3N1EMEHTOM ABNAETCA TaKkme Kepamuka. Bonpekn MHeHWto o Tom, YTO Ke-
pamMmUKy He cnepyeT cYMTaTb 3HAYMMbIM MPU3HAKOM KYNbTyp KOYEBbIX MNEMEH,
AaHHaA CTaTbA Npu3BaHa MPOAEMOHCTPUPOBaTb, HACKONbKO HEBEPHO UIHOPW-
poBaTb XapakTepHble AnA CKUPCKUX norpebeHnii ApMAHCKOro Haropbs Kepa-
MWYECKME KOMMEKCbl CMeLLaHHOro Tuna. XapakTtep, popma, OpHaMeHT 1 apy-
re Npu3HaKkn KepammKky MOTYT CYKWTb BaXKHbIMW UCTOYHWUKaMW J/1A apXeono-
TMYECKNX UCCnefoBaHuid.

3oomMopdpHble cocyfbl, PUTOHbI, Y3KOrop/ble KyBLUWHbI C LUAPOBUAHbIM,
OpHaMEHTUPOBaHHbIM TyNIOBOM U COCYfibl C 300MOP(PHbIMK pyyKammn He bbinu
M3BECTHbI paHHeMKenesHbIM KynbTypam pernoHa. OHu ABNAIOTCA MHHOBALMAMMK,
KOoTopble CBUAETENLCTBYIOT 06 MMEBLLIEM MECTO B3aVMOBIUAHWUM MEHKAY MECT-
HbIMW KOMIMIEeKCaMi 1 KOMMIKEKCaMM MPOHMKLLIEV B 3aKaBKasbe CKUICKON Ke-
pamukn. Hanmune B apxeonornyeckmx komnnexcax pernora VII-VI Be. go H.3.
HOBbIX (DOPM Kak KepamMyecKkux, Tak N KaMeHHbIX U MEeTalIM4ecKnx COCyA0B,
HapAAy CO CKU(PCKUM OpYyMMEM U KOHCKUM YOOpOM, xapaKTepHO, B YaCTHOCTH,
ANA NaMATHUKOB ApMeHUH.

129



Tumanyan G.

Fig. 1.
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