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Abstract

Algeria's domestic political environment began to change rapidly in 1989
February, after the adoption of the new Constitution, article 40 of which guaranteed the
right to form political unions. This democratic process led to the legalization and further
strengthening of many parties, including the Islamic.

The purpose of this article is to present the socio-political developments in
Algeria, which emerged as a result of the widespread Islamic movements in the country.
The systemic crisis in Algeria during this period was one of the most important factors that
significantly influenced the spreading of extremist Islamic ideologies in society. The
Islamic movement united around the Islamic Salvation Front in a very short time and the
latter became the most influential, strong Islamic organization whose primary goal was the
Islamization of Algeria. In this context, special emphasis has been required on the role of
the army in resolving the Algerian crisis. Due to the peculiarities of historical
development, the army had a special role in the political life of the country, it was the only
real force that was able to maintain the secular system established in Algeria.

The attempts to resolve the economic, political, and social consequences of the
armed struggle launched by the authorities against the Islamists are also studied in this
article. The steps taken by the authorities and the opposition parties in the peaceful
settlement of the "Algerian crisis" are considered separately. It is noteworthy that despite
the fact that the supporters of the Islamization of the country were a huge and influential
force, nevertheless, the authorities managed to maintain the established system of the
government, preventing the further development of the Islamic extremist movements in
the country.

Keywords and phrases: Algerian crisis, Front Islamique du Salut, army, Islam,
parties, conflict.
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«ULdh/h BGLUIUU b» MUSBUNLENTL N CLGUSLL.
LU1ULULUL YUreudnNrUuL enrasre 1991-1995 (afe-.

uruu suunur3us
L SGhnnieynuubiph wgquiht wlwnGdhwih
wplbjwghwniejwu huunhunnunh wpwpwlywu Gpyputph pwduh
wnwowwnwn ghnwfuwwnnn,

wwwndwywu ghnnipniuttiph pluwdnt
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Cwdwnnunwghp

Uidhph ubippwnupwlwt Yutpp uljubg wpwg thnthnfunyejwt Gupwnlyt)
1989 . thtiwnpdwphu' Gpyph unp Uwhdwuwnpnyejwu punniunwhg htiunn, nph
40-pn hnnwop Gpwgfuwynpnd Ep pwnwpwywtu dhwynpnudubp  unbndtint
hpwiniupp: dnnnypnwdwpulwt wu gnpdpupwgp hwugbgnbg  pwquwehy
Ynwwlygnipniuutiph, win pYnd twl hujwdwlwu Ynwwlygnyeniuubph ophuw-
Ywuwgdwup U hitnwgqw wdpwwundwup:

<nnywodh  uwwuwwlu  E o ubplwjwgulp  Uidhpnid wnbnh  niubgué
hwuwpwywlwu-pwnwpwlwu qupqwgnwiubpp, npnup h hwjn GYwu Gpypnw
hujwdwlwu swpdnwdubph jwju Mwpwddwu hGnbwupny: Wu dwdwuwlw-
opswund Udhpnd hwunmwunydwé hwdwwpguiht 6quwdwdp Yuplnpwgnyu
gnpénuubiphg Ep, npu twwbu wqnbg hwuwpwynyejwu oppwund Swjpwhtin
huwdwlwu qunwihwpwfununienutph  (wju - wwpwddwup: Cww  Ywnpd
dwdwuwynwd  huwdwywu swpdnudp  dhwynpytbg buwdwlwu  hpynyewu
dwywwh onpe’  Jbpwodbing  wjiu wdbtwwgnbghy U ndbn  hujwdwlywu
Ywquwybpynyejwup, npp wnwouwiht uwywwwyu tp Uidhpph  hupwdwlyw-
twgnuip: Uju hwdwwbipunnud hwunnty npwnpnipniu £ nupdynd  pwtuwlyh
nGpwywwwpnipjuup «Ughph 6quwdwdh» Jupgquynpdwu gnpénwd: Glubing
wwuwndwlwu qupgugdwt wnwuduwhwwnynyeniuubphg' pwuwlyu wnwuduw-
hwwniy nbn tp gpunbgunwd Gpyph pwnwpwywu Yuwupnd b dhwy hpwlywt
ndu Ep, npu nwwy Ep wwhwwib] Uidhpnd  hwunwndwd  wofuwphply
hwdwwngp:

Lbpyuwjwgynud Gu uwb  ppfluwunieniuuph W hujwdhunubph  dhole
ujuwd ghudwsd wwjpwph' wnunbuwlwu, pwnupwlwu U unghwwlwu
hbinbwupubph  (nddwu  thnpsbpp:  Unwudhu  npunwpyynd £ pE hofuw-
unyeynuuubiph, RYE  gnpdnn  punnhdwnhp  Ynwwygnginiuubph  dbntwplwé
pwjltipp «Udhph 6qguwdwdh» fuwnwn Yupgwynpdwu gnpénid: Npwagpuy L,
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np, sbwjwd bGpyph puwdwlwiuwgdwu Ynnduwyhgubpp pwdwlwu dGs L
wanbghy nd  Ehu  ubpyuwywgunid,  wjunwdbuwiuhy  h2tuwunyeniutphu
hwonnytig wwhwwub tpypnd hwunwnjws Junwlwpdwtu hwdwlwngp W
funspunnuntip  pujwdwlwu  Swjpwhbnwywu  wpdnwdubiph  hGunwquw
quipggntdp:

Pwtwih pwntp b pwnwwwywlygnipyniuubp. Ujdhph dquwdwd, hujw-

duwlwu thpynypjwu dwlyww, pwuwl, huwd, Ynwwygnyeniuubip, hwlywdwnp-
nnijnLu:
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IMPUYUHBI U PASBUTHUE "AJZKUPCKOI'O KPU3UCA".
MNOMNBITKU NOJUTUYECKOI'O YPEI'YJIMPOBAHUSA 1991-1995 I'T

APAM I'ACITAPSIH
HarmonanpHas akageMus Hayk PecryOnuku ApMeHHs
HHCTUTYT BOCTOKOBEACHUS, OT/AET apaOCKUX CTpaH
BEIYIIUI HAYIHBIA COTPYIHUK, KAaHIUAAT UCTOPUIECKUX HAYK
mmcsar@gmail.com

AHHOTALUSA

BayTpunonutndeckas >ku3Hb AJDKHMpa Hadana OBICTpO MeHAThCS B 1989 romy
nocyie npuHsATHS HOBoM KoHctuTynuu, ctathst 40 KOTOpOW rapaHTHUpoOBajia IMpPaBO Ha
CO37]aHKE TOJIMTHYECKUX COI030B. DTOT JIEMOKPATHYECKUN IMpolecc MPUBEN K JIeraiu-
3allMU ¥ JalbHEHIIEMY YKPETJICHUIO MHOTUX ApTHii, B TOM YUCIIE UCIaMCKHX.

HGJIL }:[aHHOfI CTaTbu MPEACTABUTH 06HleCTBeHHO-HOJ'II/ITI/I‘leCKI/Ie NpouecCol B
AJKupe, BO3HMKILME B pE3yJbTaTe LIMPOKOTO PACIPOCTPAHEHHsI UCIAMCKUX TEUEHMH.
CuctemMHbIN KpU3uc B AIDKUpE B 3TOT MEPHOJ SBUJICS OJHUM M3 BaKHEHIINX (pakTopoB,
CYIIECTBCHHO MOBIHMABIIMX HA OBICTPOE PACHpPOCTPAHEHHE SKCTPEMHCTCKHX HMCIAMCKHUX
UICONIOTHI B 00IIeCTBE. 32 OYCHb KOPOTKOE BPEMS HCIAMCKOE JIBIDKECHHE 00BEIUHIIOCH
Bokpyr Uciamckoro (ppoHTa craceHus, cTaB caMOW BIIMATENLHOM, CUJIBHON HMCIAMCKOMN
opraHu3anueii, OCHOBHOH IENbI0 KOTOpOH Oblma ucmamm3amus Ajpkupa. B atom
KOHTEKCTe 0co00€ BHUMAaHHE YACTSACTCS POJIM apMHHU B YPETYIUPOBAHUHM AIDKUPCKOTO
Kpu3uca. B cuimy ocoOeHHOCTEH HCTOPHIECKOTO Pa3BUTHS apMHUS 3aHUMaIa 0co00e MeCTo
B MOJIMTUYECKOHN JKU3HU CTpaHbl, OHa Oblja €IUHCTBEHHOW peallbHOU CHIIOH, CITIOCOOHOM
TIOAIEP’KUBATh YCTAHOBUBIIHUICS B AIIKUPE CBETCKHM CTPOH.

PaccmaTpuBatoTcsi TakKe MONBITKM PEHICHUS SKOHOMHMYECKHX, MOJUTHYECKUX U
COLMANTBHBIX IOCTEACTBUN BOOPYKCHHOH OOpHOBI MEXAY BIACTSIMU M HCIAMHUCTAMHU.
OTAenpHO paccMaTpUBAIOTCS IIard, KOTOpble MNPENNpUHSUIA KakK BJAacTH, Tak U
ONIIO3ULMOHHBIE NAPTUHU IJIsI MUPHOIO YPETYIUPOBAHUS «QDKUPCKOTO Kpusucay. Ilpu-
MedaTesIbHO, YTO HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO CTOPOHHUKHU MCIaMHU3ALMU CTPaHbI MPEACTaBIIAIN
co00l KpYyMHYIO M BIHMSTEILHYIO CHIIy, TEM HE MEHee BJACTAM YIaJoCh COXPaHUTh
CJIOXKUBILYIOCSI CHUCTEMY IMpaBj€HUS B CTpaHE U BOCIPEMSITCTBOBATH AaJIbHEHIIEMY
Pa3BUTHUIO UCIAMCKHUX 3KCTPEMHUCTCKUX JIBUKCHUH.

KiroueBble €10Ba M CJI0BOCOYETAHMS: ADKUPCKUM KpPHU3HUC, UCIAMCKUN (POHT
CIIaCeHUs, apMHs, UCIIaM, TapTusl, KOH(IHKT.
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Introduction

In 1989 the new Constitution [1, p.101] proclaimed by Shadley Benjedid’ launched
a rapid change in the political system of Algeria. There was a transition from a one-party
state government established in the country to a new democratic, multi-party political
system. However, further events revealed that Algerian authorities were not ready for their
own democratic reforms. The deep-rooted systemic crisis in the country, the inability of
the state institutions to solve the country's social problem, the dominance of the clan elite
in the economic and political spheres as well, annoyed and disappointed the Algerian
society fighted for the independence. In such circumstances, the ideology of Islam quickly
spread among the society. The only way to solve the difficult social conditions was the
creation of an Islamic state based on the principles of justice and equality.

The tendency of politicization of Islam acquired further momentum. The
widespread Islamic movement united around the Front Islamique du Salut (FIS)? (Islamic
Salvation Front), turning it into the most influential, strong Islamic organization in a short
period of time. The spread of the Islamic ideology clearly shows that at the beginning of
the 19th century the pro-secular political forces, especially the Front de libération
nationale (FLN) (National Liberation Front)* lost their longstanding, undeniable political
prestige, significantly reduced their influence on various sections of society as well. The
best example were the local elections in 1990s when FIS with 54% of the vote gained
convincing victory, FLN got 28 % [3, p. 43. 4, 205].

Thus, the change of Algeria’s political system led to the formation of various
Islamic movements and groups. The latter’s proactive activity and consolidation became
dangerous for the FLN’s monopoly and stability. An undisguised ambition of the Islamists
to take their place in the government quickly grew into an uncompromising political
conflict with the state system, which culminated in 1991 during the parliamentary
elections.

Armed conflict for power

In 1991, December 26, FIS won almost half of the seats in the parliamentary
elections in Algeria* [5, p.52], after this the cycle of events significantly changed the
course of the country's historical development.

After the promulgation of the elections’ results, it was obvious that the Islamists
would be a majority in the second round of the upcoming elections which would give them
an opportunity to change the Constitution and declare Algeria an Islamic state.

The treat of the Islamization of the country induced an army to take active actions.
The army officers were a staunch supporter of the secular state, the armed forces were the

3th President of Algeria (1949-1992).
Front Islamique du Salut was formed in 1989.
Front de libération nationale was formed in 1989.

Front de libération nationale won 188, Socialist Forces Front (SFF) 25, Front de libération
nationale 15 of the 231 seats.

1
2
3
4

45


https://context.reverso.net/%D0%BF%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B4/%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9-%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9/convincing+victory

guarantor of that system, besides the army took an active part in the suppression of the
Islamic riot in 1989-1990 [3, p.32-35], so they were fairly concerned about possible
persecution by the Islamists. It should be noted that the Algerian elite, the Western-
oriented intellectuals, and the Berbers had a similar position. A growing crisis in the
country, the establishment of the new political realities, the polarization of the society, the
secularism of the state, the will to preserve the secular state and the authority, the
influence of the armed forces, eventually led to the latter’s counterreaction.

In 1992, on the eve of the second round of parliamentary elections in January,
Shadley Benjedid, the president of Algeria, dissolved the National Assembly at the request
of the Supreme National Security Council, a few days later the military overthrown the
president accusing him of collaborating with the Islamists. The governance of the country
headed the State High Committee (SHC)® leading by Mohamed Boudiaf [6, p.53]. At the
same time, the state of emergency was restored in the country®, the activity of the FIS was
banned, the leaders were imprisoned.

Thus, the army not only interfered in the domestic political life of Algeria, but also
lead the direct authority of the country. After seizing power, the army attacked the Islamist
movement unexpectedly arresting, convicting, and imprisoning more than 20,000 Islamist
figures [7, p.179]. However, the military’s operations did not yield the expected results.
The radical Islamists launched a counterattack, which escalated the situation. Armed
attacks were launched on various government institutes, there were armed clashes between
the army and the police in different parts of the country, terrorist acts were carried out and
so on. All this forced the Algerian leadership to change its tactics, from attacking to
defending possible facilities and infrastructure of significant importance. The crisis in
Algeria entered a new phase, which led to many casualties, bloodshed, devastation, huge
economic losses.

At the beginning of the 19th century, the leadership of the National People's Army
saw the only way to resolve the situation in the country in rapid, strong punitive actions,
making extensive use of the special forces and the army forces. As a result of such actions,
the army managed to achieve some success in the fight against Islamist militant groups.

It should be noted that military clashes between the Islamists and the army
sometimes resembled a large-scale war. During the attacks, the army openly used not only
the heavy artillery but also the air force.

Taking into consideration the fact that the Islamic groups were mostly settled in the
populated areas, such practice led to devastation and many casualties among the civilian
population, all this led to retaliatory violence in turn. In addition, many Algerians seeking
the revenge joined various Islamist groups. Thus, the abyss between the Islamist forces
and the Algerian authority was widening day by day.

> The State High Committee in Algeria consists of five people and is endowed with
presidential power. It was established in 1992, January 14.

® The State of emergency was canceled in 1991 for the parliamentary elections.
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We consider it possible that if the military leadership had decided to launch a large-
scale offensive assault, the victory over FIS would have been guaranteed. But in this case,
the possible human casualties and destruction would be comparable to 1954-1962. with
the losses of the struggle for independence. And it was clear that the Algerian leaders, who
had seen the horrors of that war, did not want to repeat the history leading the country in
this way for a second time’ [8, p.68, 9, p.48].

In addition, we must take care into consideration that the Algerian crisis, which had
been lasting for years, was exhausting itself. The majority of the Algerians, particularly the
urban population, was "tired" of terrorist acts, massacres, "pacification" of the districts and
the cities, assassinations, arbitrary arrests, torture, embezzlement of the generals, threats
and so on [7, p.184]. For the reasons above, in 1993 there was a need to find other ways to
resolve the situation.

The beginning of the process of peaceful settlement of the "Algerian crisis"

Considering these circumstances State High Committee considered it possible to
achieve national solidarity by restoring the electoral system partially, allowing the
Algerian society to participate in that process. To implement this idea, the SHC organized
an Assembly of National Accord, during which it was supposed to elect a new head of
state and to decide the type of governance for a three-year transitional period, during
which it was planned to prepare for parliamentary and presidential elections. Initially, it
was decided to elect the head of state by compromise between the SHC and its pro-
government forces on the one hand and the Algerian political parties represented at the
Assembly of National Accord on the other hand.

However, the authorities failed to involve the opposition in the Assembly, they
could not find common ground with either the moderate Islamist movement or the
demaocratic forces. As a result, the conference intended to resolve the situation was ignored
by almost all Algerian political organizations and parties, both Islamists (including
moderates) and supporters of a secular state. However, it was held in the capital of Algeria
in 1994 January. The conference had a predictable ending in such circumstances. The new
President of the Presidential Council was simply appointed by the Supreme National
Security Council [5, 63-65]. Thus, the sixth President of Algeria was declared the Minister
of Defense Liamine Zéroual [9, p.50].

It should be noted that the appointment of Liamine Zéroual would not lead to a
significant change in the policy of the military elite. At the same time, Zéroual was a
compromise candidate who was accepted and perceived by both the military and at least
by part of the Algerian society

The appointment of the army’s representative in the public office did not set a
precedent for the country. Due to the historical development’s peculiarities, the army

’ According to official data 27 thousand people died in 1992-1997 during Algerian crisis,
according to Algereian military and western researchers death toll rises accordingly to 40-45
and more than 100 thousand.
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played a special role in the political life after the independence® [1, p.82]. The real power
in the country was more often concentrated in the hands of army commanders, especially
in the first years of independence, who defined the most important social and state issues
[10, p.157].

The president Liamine Zéroual’s one of the first promises was to solve the Algerian
conflict politically. However, Zéroual didn’t manage to keep his promise. One of the main
reasons hindering the negotiation process was the fact that there were two opposing camps
around Zéroual. Not all the members of his government were the military, they were in
favor of a peace process, they were supporters of a peace process. On the other hand, the
president's inner circle, mostly high ranking military officers, were supports of a hard line.
This dichotomy prevented any dialogue with the Islamists [3, p.66]. According to the
latter, FIS would not make concessions and would not renounce the violence and the
terrorist acts. Nevertheless, Zéroual tried to start a dialogue with the leaders of Islamist
groups through personal meetings, but that was to no avail. After that Zéroual focused on
recovering the economy.

Zéroual rose to power in a time when Algeria was in the throes of crisis, the country
was in a though economic crisis. Zéroual was forced to turn to various international
financial and credit organizations in order to end and stabilize Algeria's sharp economic
decline. The latter demanded that Zeroual, as a precondition for the loan, resumed
dialogue with the parties involved in the Algerian crisis and initiate reconciliation efforts
with Islamists and democratic parties.

Taking into an account these requirements, Zéroual yielded and took steps to isolate
those who were opposed to negotiations with the Islamists contributing to the creation of a
positive atmosphere. In the end, Zéroual managed to get financial aid from the
international organizations [3, p 66]. In 1994 and in 1995 Algeria got $1.8 biliion loan
from International Monetary Fund [6, p.62] which provided an opportunity to upgrade the
army’s armament [11, p.148].

It should be noted that the Algerian opposition was also looking for the ways to
resolve the crisis. In late 1994 and in early 1995 the representatives of the most reputable
opposition parties, met twice in Rome through the mediation of the Catholic community of
Sant'Egidio [5, p.73]. After long and difficult negotiations, the parties, including the Front
Islamique du Salut, adopted so-called "The platform for a peaceful and political settlement
of the Algerian crisis." The platform called to recognize FIS as a legitimate political party,
prepare and hold democratic elections, deprive military from the political arena as well
[12, p. 98].

Although the demands of the opposition coincided with the plans of Zéroual in
some respects, the government had a negative attitude to both the participants and the
results of the meeting and declared that they were against the agreements reached in Rome
[7, p. 187-189].

® Houari Boumediene, Shadley Benjadid and Laimine Zeroual, the 3 presidents of Algeria,
were high-ranking militaries before becoming a president.
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The authorities’ position can be explained by a number of circumstances. First, the
fact that the meeting of the opposition organizations in Rome and their common position
was already a matter of concern. At the same time Zéroual wanted to solve the crisis in the
country on his own terms, he and his supporters had their vision and the plan, so they
didn’t need someone else’s guidance. The elite of Algeria immediately rejected the "Rome
Platform™ considering it as an attempt of external influence on the domestic political life
of the country [13, p.48]. In addition, we must take into account the position of the army,
which was not inclined at all, at least during this period, to leave power, leaving it to the
Islamists.

At the same time Zeroual was holding secret negotiations with one of the leaders of
FIS Ali Benhadj to carry out his plans, he was persuading him to end the violence and start
a dialogue. However, they did not yield any positive results [3, p. 67]. Ali Benhadj either
did not want or could not have influence on the activities of the FIS.

Various political forces immediately criticized the attempts to reach an agreement
with the Islamists. The representatives of democratic circles (Rally for Culture and
Democracy, Socialist Forces Front) strongly argued against the authorities’ "flirtation™
with radical Islamists and blamed them for trying to share power with the Islamists [10, p.
165].

However, Liamine Zeroual’s negotiations with the Islamists didn’t last long. It soon
became clear that the latter were not going to give up the armed struggle. Radical Islamist
groups intensified their activities, accompanied by violence and terrorism (political
assassinations, explosions, kidnappings, etc.) during 1995.

As the wave of violence escalated, Liamine Zeroual was forced to turn to the
security forces again, but this time the main strike force of the authorities was not the
regular army, but the police units with special anti-terrorist training. In 1995 their number
was reaching 60.000 [14, p. 232].

The country was in need of a radical change in political life. There was only one
way to resolve the situation. The Algerians should have the right to vote. Liamine Zeroual
chose to legitimize his power through presidential elections which took place in 1995
November. It should be noted that the decision to hold the elections received a negative
response from both extremist Islamic forces and some democratic parties, declaring them
in advance neither independent nor democratic. The latter called on the Algerians to
boycott the elections and not to go to polling stations. The Armed Islamic Group of
Algeria threatened to kill anyone who voted [7, p. 191].

The candidates in the election were Liamine Zeroual (independent), Mahfoud
Nahnah, (candidate of the Islamist Movement of Society for Peace (MSP), Said Sadi
(candidate of the secularist Rally for Culture and Democracy), Nour al-Dine Boukrouh
(candidate of the Party of Algerian Renewal (PRA)). Taking into the consideration the
Islamists’ threats tens of thousands of reservists were conscripted a month before the
election to ensure the security of the polling stations [5, p. 74-75]. Thanks to the measures
taken, the presidential election took place without any serious obstacles.
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The results of the presidential elections in Algeria were predictable for the majority,
Liamine Zeroual secured 61 percent of votes, Mahfoud Nahnah won 25 percent, Said Sadi
and Noureddine Boukrouh won 9 and 4 percent’ [4, p. 69, 15, p.236]. In this context, it
should be noted that the ISF was barred from running in the elections, which ensured
Zerual's victory.

Conclusion

Thus, the election of Liamine Zeroual not only legitimized his presidency, but also
showed once again that the army continued to maintain its influence, remaining the only
well-organized and functioning institution. In addition, two important realities emerged as
a result of the elections. The low ratings of secular opposition parties and organizations
suggest that these parties did not have the confidence of voters to solve the country's
problems. The moderate Islamists were in the same situation. The majority of Algerians
did not associate peace and sustainable development in the country with them at least in
this period. At the same time, it should be noted that the policy adopted by Liamine
Zeroual was perceived by some as a guarantee of dialogue At the same time, it should be
noted that the policy adopted by Liamine Zeroual was perceived by some as a guarantee of
dialogue, peace and stability in the country with the Islamists, peace and stability in the
country.

The presidential elections in 1995 concluded the most difficult period of Algerian
political development. Liamine Zeroual and his supporters succeeded in establishing
effective cooperation between the military and moderate Islamists, which was a
precondition for building a stable political system.

? It is notable that despite the calls to boycott, the elections in 1995 had higher voter turnout
(75%) than in 1990 and 1991.
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