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GOHAR VARDUMYAN

ANCIENT ARMENIAN MYTHO-WORSHIP SYSTEM
(BRIEF SURVEY)

SUMMARY

Ancient Armenian mythology and worship have passed a long course of
development during millenia and represent a complete spiritual system. The first
stage of this process represents the archaic beliefs (prehistoric times IV mill.
B.C.), including most ancient cults and myths, nature worship, hunting and
agrarian cults, good and evel spirits, ancestral veneration, cosmological perceptio-

ns etc.
The second stage represents the Haykid pantheon (I11 mill. B.C. - IV century'

A.D.), including Prefather gods, gods of Aratta, Hayasa, Nairi and Arme-Shupria,
Van kingdom gods, and those of Ervandid and Artashesid period of Great

Nl o -

, , 1997:
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Armenia. The formation of pantheon proceeded in parallel with the development

of the Ancient Armenian statehood.
Later echo of ancient mythology and worship is traced in medieval folk rites

and customs, some traditions enduring even nowadays.

[OAPBAPJIYMAH

MNDPO-KYJIbTOBAA CUCTEMA APEBHUX APMAH
(KPATKWIA OB30P)

PE3IOME

Mwudhonorna n KynbTbl APEBHUX apMsH pa3BUBa/INCb B TEYEHMNE ThiCAUYENETUI
N MPeAcTaBNAlT co6oi LENOCTHYIO OYXOBHYK cuctemy. [lepBbin 3Tan 3TOro
npoLiecca npeacTaBnAlT apxandeckne BepoBaHua (gouctopuyeckme BpemeHa - IV
TbiC. A0 H.3.), BBMpawLlMe B CeBA APEBHeWMINE Ky/bTbl U MUbI, Takue Kak
NOK/IOHEHME MpUpoAe, OXOTHUULM N 3eMiefeNibyeckme Ky/bTbl, NpeacTaBieHna o
AOBPbLIX U 3/1bIX AyXaxX, Ky/1bT NpeakoB, KOCMOJIOrMyeckme npeactaBneHns u T.n.

BTopoit stan npeactaBnaetr Xaumkuackuii naHteoH (Il Teic. o H.3. - |V
B.H.3.), BK/IIOYAIOLWMI 8 CEBS BOrOB-NEPBONPEAKOB, soros Apanbl, Xanacbol, Hanpwu
n Apme-ITNyunpnH, BaHckoro uapcrtea, Benvkoin ApmeHnn epBaHaMaCcCKoro n apta-
LLlecuacKo-cpBaHANACKOTO nepuoaoB. dopmMuMpoBaHMe MnaHTeoHa npoTekasio na-
pau1IeNIbHO C NPOLLeCCOM pas3BUTUSA APCBHEapMAHCKOro rocyaapcTsa.

[anbHenwme OTrosiockn ApeBHENn MHAIO-KY/IbTOBOW CUCTEMbI MPOC/eXuBa-

KOTCA B CpeAHEBEKOBbLIX HaAPOAHbLIX OBpAAdax N OBblHaAX, a HEKOTOPbIE Tpaguunuu
XUBYYU N B HaLUN OHWN.
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