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The General Picture

The centrally organized mass murder of the Armenians of the
Ottoman Empire during World War | is considered to be the first major
genocide of the twentieth century. Moreover, many scholars of the
Holocaust (Y. Bauer, L. Davidowicz, I.L. Horowitz, I. Chamy, R.
Rubenstein) in a variety o fways recognize that the Armenian Genocide
was more than a mere precedent It in fact became a connecting link to
the subsequent Jewish Holocaust by virtue of the impunity that was
accordedto the perpetrators o fthat genocide by the civilized world It is,
therefore, no accident that on the granite wall ofthe Exhibition Hall of
the U.S. Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C., engraved in block
letters Hitler's following statement: “Who after all is today speaking of
the destruction ofthe Armenians?” The Nazi leader was reassuring his
field commanders on the eve of World War 1M that his impending
genocidal initiatives too were likely to be consigned to oblivion.

Since genocide refers to the wholesale extermination of a given
religious, ethnic or nationality group, victims o fthis capital crime invariably
indude children who are often an integral part ofthe population. For this
veryreason, the subject o fthe genocidal fete o f Armenian children has been
generally subsumed within that of the entire victim population and not
generally treated as a separate and distinct subject o fstudy. This maybe



treatment of children. This attempt provides a perspective tnrougn

such asubcategory. Several factors played arole in this occurrence, but most particular'} die
ideology of the perpetrator group, the historical background of the Turidsh-Armenian
fmiflirt andthe instruments utilized for the mass murder. Therefore, abriefcomment in this
regardmaybein order.

TbU»» several other instances of twentieth century genocidc, the Armenian
Genocide is not a sui geners phenomenon but rather the culmination of a historical
process. As such it is antedated by decades of a series of periodic massacres, from
which the perpetrators remained free from prosecution and from ultimate retributive
justice. Predictably fearful ofthe wrath o fthe Great Powers of Europe, the perpetrators
o fthese massacres, especiallythose of 1894-1896, acted with some restraint as women
and children were mostly spared. Instead of becoming wholly exterminator}, these
massacres, along with the large-scale devastation the}' entailed, ended up serving the
purpose of crippling the Armenian population o fthe Ottoman Empire. The feet that, by
1915, when the World War | genocide was initiated, the very same population had
recovered .considerably and had become a viable and organized community was a
developmentthat had rattled the Young Turk leaders contemplating genocide.

The operative catch phrase was: ‘This time we will do a thorough job,” in
other words, that no category o f Armenians would be exempted from destruction. The
impunity accruing to the perpetrators of the previous series of massacres had
sufficiently emboldened them to embark upon operations of indiscriminate mass
murder. Accordingly, these leaders decided to rely on “bloodthirsty murderers” (kani
hatl) as instruments of massacre. Thousands of felons and repeat criminals were
selected and released from the various prisons of the Ottoman Empire for massacre
duty, they were to show no compassion or mercy for women, children or the infirm
The variety of ferocious and sadistic methods with which thousands of Armenian
children were murdered reflects the efficacy ofthis administrative arrangement As a
Turkish officer after the war conceded, “the worst crimes againstthe Armenians were
papetrated by these criminals” (en bUyUkcinayeteriika efttiler).’

There is one more aspectto this condition of differential treatment of children in
connectionwith the Armenian Genocide. Unlike the racistNazis, for example, the Ottoman
Turks were quite appreciative of the value of the gene pool that Armenian children
embodied; they were regarded as an invaluable resource for the enrichment of the
mamstream of the Turkish nation Accordingly, whenever possible, Muslim Turks, and
oaphanages nm by govemmentally appointed Turks, were encouragedto collect multitudes
ofArmenian orphans, mostly male, andto raisethem as Turks after some nominal rituals of
conversion to Islam, including serial circumcisions and name changes It is against this

in
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The Variety of Methods of Liquidation of Children

A significant portion of Armenian children, along with the other two principal
segments of the Armenian population of the Empire, i.e., women and old men,
succumbed to the severe hardships associated with the arduous and exacting treks ofan
unending series o f dislocations and deportations to the desolate deserts o f Mesopotamia
in today’s Syria. These were arranged in such a way asto accentuate the hardships by
deliberately prolonging, for example, the routes o fthe treks, by denying food and water,
and by terrorizing in many brutal ways of mistreatment the already critically wasted
deportees. Exposure, exhaustion, starvation, disease and epidemics further aggravated
the plight ofthe victims thereby compounding the scale of lethal attrition, ft should be
noted in this connection that the absence o fable-bodied men in these deportee convoys
was dueto the feetthat nearly all o fthem were conscripted at the start of World War |
and later gradually annihilated in a variety o fways.

Another sizable portion of Armenian children fell victim to the vast array of
episodic massacres carried out in all comers ofthe Empire, massacres that were in and of
themselves exceptionally atrocious. As American Ambassador Henry Morgenthau stated,
to save ‘powder and shell,” the Moslem peasant population in the countryside, acting as
support groups to the criminal gangs recruited for massacre duty, used “clubs, hammers,
axes, scythes, spades, and saws. Such instruments... caused more agonizing deathsthan guns
and pistols... 2 Noted British historian Arnold Toynbee’s massive compilation of
eyewitness accounts o fthe Armenian Genocide is replete with details about these types of

atrocities.

Reliable evidence indicates that in the general scheme ofthings, the method of
outright massacre was to be primarily applied in operations directed against the male
population o fthe six provinces in Anatolia. These included Sivas, Diyarbekir, Harput,
Erzurum, Bitlis, and Van; to these was added Trabzon province. All o fthese provinces,
considered to be potential flash points, or bones o f contention in the lingering Turkish-
Armenian conflict, were put under the jurisdiction of the High Command of the
Ottoman Third Army, headquartered in Erzurum. The relentless liquidation of an
estimated 90% o fthe able-bodied males o fthese provinces was effectively carried out
in the spring and summer of 1915 by General Mahmud Kamil, commander-in-chiefof
the Third Army. The rest o fthe population was to be liquidated indirectly, i.e., through
exhausting and endless deportation treks.

But dueto the interplay o fseveral factors, including the whims o f 1herespective local
organizers o fthemassmurder, die procedures o fannihilation were neither uniform nor regular, as
far as differentiating between outright massacre and deportation was concermed The bulk o fthe
Armenian population o fBitlis province, for example, which consisted almost entirely o fold men,
women, and children, was destroyed within the boundaries of the province, there was no
deportation, soto speak Except forthe city o fVan itself the rest o fthe Armenian population of
Van province, which, togetherwith Bitlis province, comprisedthe cradlc o fthe Armenian nation,
was likewise extenninated through a sefies o flocal messacres. In the provinces o f Sivas, Harput,
Trabzon, Erzurum, Diyarbekir, as well as the independent sanjaks of Urfa and Marash foe
genocidewas earmed outin partthrough deportations

andin partthtough messacres.

b all ofthese operations children were part of foe general population targeted for
wholesale destruction, h many instances they were also subjected to separate and differential
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irons of mass minder. This was the case eachtime children constituted a d isti” andsgprate
group. In Tiabzm province, for exanple, thousands o fchildrenwereaBowedtobeleftbjndas

the woe pushed into deportation comvoys. In the deserts of Mesopotamia, DorZor
districtin particular, thousands of emaciated children, skeletorHike sunrvore t f the dgportato

treks, were likewisetargeted asa distinct category. faErancan, in Erzurum province, hundreds of

fericm childrenlikewise constitutedaseparatetarget
What follows is an outline cf the three principal methods of killing employed, Le
drowning operations, burning alive, and wholesale rapes to precede killing tlirough which

itvncnvfc o fArmenian dddnm mettheirgenocidal file in the 1915-1916 period AsJecified by
mec eru v o o CoOnsUlofMosul, andby Turkish govemmental fiat, male and fenale children
4

Trabzon: A Microcosm of Multi-Level Child-killings
The Drowning Operations and Serial Rapes

A major port city on the Black Sea andthe capital ofthe province bearing the
same name, Trabzon served as a crucible for the Armenian Genocide. Nearly all forms
and aspects ofthe crime were devised and successfully implemented there. The data
cited below are excerpted from a study soon to be published by Cambridge University
Press/ As noted above, some three thousand children were left behind as orphans in
various buildings o f Trabzon. During the proceedings ofthe Turkish Military Tribunal in
Spring 1919, some two dozen Turks, including physicians, military officers, govemmental
officials, and merchants, in the course oftwenty sittings, testified orally and in writing to the
methods used to dispose ofthese children.6 Two Turkish MDs, Dr. Ziya Fuad, Inspector of
Health Senices, and Dr. Adnan, tire city’s Health Senvices Director, testified based on evidence
gathered from local Turkish physicians that Dr. Ali Saib, Director of Public Health of Trabzon
province, systermatically.poisoned Armenian infants broughtto the city’s Red Crescent Hospital
and orderedthe drowning atthe nearby Black Seao fthose who resisted talcing his "medicine.”
Another method Dr. Saib applied in a house full of Armenian infants was "the steam bath.”
Throughthe installationthere o fan army contraption, babies were exposedto suffocating
hot steamand thereby instantly killed Father Laurent; the French Capuchin Father Superior in
Trabzon, testified through aninterpreter that he personally sawthe corpses ¢ fthe dead poisoned
children bang sgueezed into large, deep baskets on the haspital grounds, like animals from a
slaughtohouse, then dumpedintothe nearby sea.

That same Red Crescent Hospital had been reduced to a pleasure dome, where the
province’s govermnor-general, Cemal Azmi, kept fifteen young Armenian girls (Court-Martial
10th sitting, April 12,1919), to be used for frequent sex orgies. This had prompted Customs
InspectorNedimto denouncethe govermnor (16th sitting) andTurkish lieutenant KbsanM aiufto
expose the additional feet that “ After committing the worst outrages the govemment nffiralc
involved had these young giris killed” h a separate study, a young Armenian, who had
befriended 1hegovernor’s sonin Berlin, wherethe governorhadtakenrefuge rightaflerthe warto
escape prosecution in Turkey, provided additional data on this episode of lethal debavichety.
During onecthis boastfiil narrations aboutthis debauchery, Governor Azmitold Ihe following to
the young Armenian, whom he believed to be a Turk as the latter had by then assumed a

the Kuran, the Islamic Sacred Law, and circmicisicn: “ Among the most pretty Armenian girls,
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1013 yeais old, | selecteda number o fthemand handedthem overto my son [vAo wastten 14
yeais old] asagifl; the others | haddrownedin the sea.”

During the same courts-martial, Nuri, the police chiefof Trabzon, admitted carryingto
Istanbul several young Aimenian giris as govemor Azmi'sgiftto CUP leadersthere. (Sth sitting,
April 10,1919). Similar sexual indulgences woe reported in connection with the activities of
other'Young Twuk party potentates, such asthe CUP commissar in Trabzon, Yenibahceb Nail,
whoai, accordingto US. Consulin Trabzon, Oscar S. Hdzer, “hasten o fthehandsomest giris in a
house in the central part ofthe city.” 8 Heinrich Bergfeld, the German consul at Trabzon, a
lawyer by profession, and an ardent Turkophile, in his decrial ofthe mass murder in Trabzon
called attention to “the numerous rapes ofyoung giris.” In its Verdict issued at the end ofthe
Trabzon trial series, the Tribunal underscored the feetthat these “serial rapes,” “die violation of
helpless victims,” and the feet that “young girls were deflowered (zaleyi bikr) [took
place] in the hospital that supposedly had a humanitarian mission.”

One ofthe ghastliest features of child-killing in Tralbzon province was the method of
drowning them en masse, utilizing Trabzon'’s river, Degirmendere, but mainly that pot city’s
coastiines on the Black Sea The most poignant testimony on these latter drowning operations
was provided by the Turkish deputy o fthat province” Hafiz Mehmed, who by professionwas a
lawyer. In a postwar cheech (December 11,1919) in the Chamber o f Deputies o fthe Ottoman
Parliament; he revealed that he personally saw how, one day, Armenian women and children
were loaded cnto ba”\gs at the port dty of Onduin Trabzon province and drowned cn the high
sess. He then stated thatthe local people were lamenting with the words, “God will punish us for
what we did.” Atthe 15th sitting ofthe Trabzon trial series, Turkish Ordu merchant HQseyin,
appearing asa witness, confirmed this very drowning operation In its VVerdict, the Tribunal with
emphasis referred to these operations o fmass drownings targeting asthey especially did “male
and female infents” fyQkur ve incts cocuklan) with the help of “repeat criminals” (cemyimi
mikerrere). Deputyb M z Mehmedin his above-mentioned speechalsoindicated ~ Trabzon's
govemnor-general Djemal Azmi was reported to have applied the same metfod o f drowning in
the rest ofthe province. This attribution to the govemor-general was confirmed by General
Mahmut (Qmiksulu) who ataboutthe sametime in a speechin the Ottoman Senate dedaredthat
Djemal Azmi had authorized the procedures o fwholesale extermination for the entire provinoe.

In one of his longest and most detailed reports to Washington, U.S.
Consul at Trabzon, Oscar Heizer, likewise referred to:

.. a number o fighters. [They] were loaded with people at different times
[with the result thaf] a number o fbodies o fwomen and chidren have lately been
thrown up by the sea upon the sandy beach below the wals o fthe ltalian monastery
here in Trabzon andwere buried by Greekwomenin the sand where they werefound

For his part, Signor Gorrini, the Italian Consul-General at Trabzon, in a
detailed report called attention to the fact that:

the chidren [were] tom awayfrom theirfamiies... placed by hundreds on
board ship in nothing buttheirshirts, and then capsized and drowned in the Black Sea
and the rive r Degimendere — these are my neflaceable memots ofTrabzon, memois
which s til, ata month s distance, tormentmysouland aimostdrive mefra n tic ....

The consul of Austria-Hungary, Ernst von Kwiatkowski, and the consul of
Germany, Heinrich Bergfeld, both wartime allies of Ottoman Turkey, holding
doctorates as a historian and ajurist respectively, did in numerous cipher telegrams sent
to Vienna and Berlin refer to “women and children being loaded into barges, taken to
the high seas, and drowned there.” Colonel Stange, the highest-ranking German combat
officer, whose regiment o fTurkish irregulars was first assembled at Trabzon, personally
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confinned these drowning operations ( Meerhimixgefdiren mddam IberBord

After denouncing in his “secret’ report sentto German headquarters these
fcts of “beastiv bmtality” [which] were peipetrated by Trabzon s (Gesmdely
S the “brigands” released fiom the prisons, he concluded that d | o fthese operations
were partand parcel o fan overall scheme o fwholesale mass murder conceied a long
time aBo” 9b erring the prima facie evidence the postwar court matrtial proceedings
were generating, the Turkish newspaper Hadisat underscored the three-dimensional
atrociies perpetrated against the Armenian chidren of Trabzon: serial rapes,

Other Sites of Drownings and Serial Rapes

The drowning operations were not limited to seas or rivers; they extended to lakes
aswell. Thereportby . Consul at Harput, Leslie A Davis, is notable in this respect h
his lengthy analysis c f the genocide that took place in his jurisdiction, Haput province, he
describes how orphanages in which Armenian children were gathered after the liquidation of
their families served as transit camps for subsequent annihilation through drowning, ft
develops that Consul Davis had requested permission from Harput province’s governor-
general, Sabit, to open an orphanage for ‘hundreds of children arriving all the time fiom
nrits+ places....” Saying thatthe government will take care ofthem, the governor denied
permission. Shortly afler the Consul leftthe governor’s office, an order was issued that all
children, along with the other remaining women, hadto leave on the following Tuesday, i.e.,
inthree days. ‘Thenthe children disappeared and it was reported that they had all been taken
to a lake abouttwenty miles from Harputand drowned”

Consul Davis then describes a horrendous scene of butchering around Lake
Goeljuk which was “about five hours distant” fiom his seat in Harput. “Finally a Turk
told me in strict confidence that he had seen thousands of dead bodies around Lake
Goeljuk and offered to take me to the places where they were.” The Consul estimated
that "in the space oftwenty-four hours, we had seen the remains of not less than ten
thousand Armenians who had been killed around Lake Goeljuk. This, of course, is
approximate... | am sure, however, that there were more, rather than less, than that
number....” After describing the gaping bayonet wounds on most o fthe naked bodies,
usually in the abdomen or chest, sometimes in the throat with the victims showing
“signs o fbarbarous mutilation,” Consul Davis declared: ‘That which took place around
beautiful Lake Goeljuk in the summer of 1915 is almost inconceivable. Thousands and
thousands of Armenians, mostly innocent and helpless women and children, were
butchered on its shores and barbarously mutilated.” 1.

Another center for mass murder through drowning involving especially
children was the Kemach Gorge on the Euphrates River, about 50 km southwest of
Eizincan in Erzurum province. A large part of the Armenian population of that
province, about 20-25,000, in particular that o f Erzincan, was massacred at that narrow
gorge with the help ofthe irregulars, i.e., the brigands o fthe 86th Cavalry Regiment o f
Ihe 29th division ofthe Ninth Army Corps o fthe Ottoman Third Army headquartered
in Erzurum. Relying on “a consular report,” America’s ambassador to Turkey,
Morgenthau, statesthat at Kemach Gorge, “ hundreds o f children were bayoneted by the
Turks andthrown intothe Euphrates 12
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An equally large number of Armenian children were destroyed through mass
drownings atthe Mesopotamian lower ends o fthe Euphrates River, especially in the areaof
Deir Zor, the Armenian counterpart of Auschwitz. According to the testimony of an
Armenian survivor, Mustala Sidld, Deir Zor's police chief on August 10,1916 selected the
prettiest giris fiom a convoy of deportees. They were taken to a bridge on the Euphrates
where the police chiefand his accomplices raped them. The victims were then all thrown
into the river to be drowned. The same police chief“on October 24, 1916 ordered some
2,000 Armenian orphans carried to the banks ofdie Euphrates, hands and feet bound. They
were thenthrown into the rivertwo by two to the visible enjoyment o fthe police chiefwho
took special pleasure atthe sight o fthe drama o fdrowning.” 13

As described in connection with the atrocities committed in Trabzon, rape in all
forms was one ofthe most common by-products ofthe Armenian Genocide. As Turkish
lieutenant Hasan Marufadmitted to his British captors, “ cases of rape ofwomen and girls,
even publicly, are very numerous. They were systematically murdered after the outrage.” *
As was the case in Trabzon, multitudes o fyoung girls were transported to Constantinople
fiom many parts o f Anatolia for avariety o fpurposes involving sex. An Austrian residentin
Tarsus, near Adana, Mrs. Christie recorded in her diary that a large number of girls were
collected from the city’s schools and placed at the disposal of the officers in the town’s
military barracks. “ Over a hundred o fthem were carried in automobiles to Constantinople.”
One ofthem, about fifteen years old, managed to escape the fee of the others.55 In the
deserts o f Mesopotamia, in the triangle formed by the rivers Euphrates and Khabour that
conjoin near Deir Zor, rape was routine. According to one survivor, for example, Ras-ul-
Ain’s mayor, Huseyin Bey, a Tchetchen, bragged that he alone had raped 50 to 60 young
Armenian giris. Histwo sons emulated him on aregular basis.

Another venue for rape on a massive scale was the use and misuse of Armenian
churches as temporary brothels. Young Armenian girls were assembled and made available to
Turkish officers and soldiers. As a Swiss pharmacistreportedin the city ofUrfa, for example, “the
large, Armenian Gregorian church, an edifice of Armenian sanctity, had been reduced to a
bordello. Military officers, gendarmes, police officers, and plain city Turks would come thereand
dcose giris for sexual indulgences.” I7 A similar episode of desecration for sex is narrated by a
Turkish staff captain, Nebil Bey. As he related, some 300 young giris ‘Monging to the best
Armenian families ofBitlis” were collected in the Armenian church ofthe dty “forthe use ofthe
army. Soldiers and officers alike visited the church, which soon became a hotbed o fdisease. Each
regimentthatpassedthroughthe town onits wayto the front left its traces, as afier atime all these
unfortunate giris became infected.”

As a result, the commandant of Bitlis decided to punish the girls “for exhausting
the vital forces ofthe Ottoman army and poisoning with their infection the children ofthe
Fatherland.” Some ofthe girls were given poison, others were killed outright The captain
added that all this was done through the orders of Third Aimy Commander-In-Chief
General Mahmud Kamil. 8The tocense afforded the Turkish military and civilians to rape at
will any Armenian girl did take its toll in fatality through exhaustion As one Turkish court
official conceded, in TJrfa “ninety-five out of a group of one hundred soldiers... died of
exhaustion and disease from committing excessive rapes.” °
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The Scope of Homosexual Rapes

ide was not limited to the

TMiandtraveled extensively in the area assertsthat widespread homosexual rape occurred
both in connection with genocidal killings and in Turkish homes where young adopted
Armenian boys wsre kept As he reported, ‘Turkish officers, especially, engaged in
unbelievable and unspeakable acts of [sexual] bartering of Armenian girls, but nobody can
imaginethe magnitude o fcrimes o funnatural sexinflicted upon hundreds, yesthousands, of
Armenian boys.” He also stated that ‘long after the killings had stopped, rapes, acts of
deflowering virgins and other forms of sexual violations, especially of young boys,
continued.” 20

The following two accounts by the Swiss pharmacist exemplify the modalities
of rape above. An Armenian boy, adopted by a Turkish family in Mezre,
Harput province, related a graphic description of rapes committed regularly by a
Turkish man with the full knowledge of his wife in that household. There is also an
instance where a hodja, a Muslim teacher, is depicted at attempted rape. The other
modality involves rape before murder. In Ankara province, near the village of Bash-
Ayash, two rapist-killers — a brigand, Deli Hasan, and a gendarme, Ibrahim — raped
twelve boys, aged 12-14, and subsequently killed them. Those who did not die instantly
weretortured to deathwhile crying “Mummy, Mummy.” "

Finally, reference may be made to another replica of mass poisoning of
children described above in connection with the Trabzon case. A female survivor fiom
Giresun relates how in Agn (Egin), Harput province, some 500 Armenian orphans
collected from all parts ofthat province were poisoned through the arrangement o fthe
local pharmacist and physician. Upon completion of this lethal operation, the Turkish
physician is reported to have declared: “The Armenians have no burial plots. The
Euphrates is their graveyard” (Erm enierin topragiyoktur O nlarin mezarn Y epraddi).23

The Holocaust of Armenian Children:
Infernal Mass Deaths by Burning Alive

As described at the outset ofthis study, the decision makers and organizers of
the Armenian Genocide were determined to be as radical as possible in their scheme o f
wholesale extermination. They were unpleasantly surprised as to how ineffective the
s"mental massacres afthe era ofSultan Abdul Hamid had beenin the 1894-96 period and
how the Armenians, fer fiom being crippled permanently had, within a matter of two
decades, bounced back as a viable and vibrant community. To avoid a similar mistake and
to renderthe projected genocide as optimal aspossible in terms ofits outcome, they invented
anew device: the liberation from the prisons o fthe Empire o fthousands o fcriminals. They
wereto be asvicious as possible so asto avoid succumbing to occasional sentiments o fpity
vis a vis old men, women, and children, and massacre them indiscriminately and
mercilessly. They were joined by thousands of Kurds and displaced immigrants from foe
Caucasus, particularly Chechens from the Caucasus and the Balkan peninsula All ofttese
groupswerefilled with hatred o fdie Armenians toward v&om they projected their anti-Christian
animasities inherited from their conflict with Christian Russiaorife Ibricrisin natimalfripc fir”i
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the Balkan peninsula, fiom which they were either evicted or they opted to leave. No less
compelling, however, was their sense o favarice and greed, andtheir urge fcr lasciviousness and
unrestrained sexuality.

fa the mass burning of Armenian orphans, plain sadistic fiendishness was mostly at
wok. Afier eliminating the rest of the Armenian population, these remnants had become a
nuisance to the perpetrators. In several regards it was deermed most economical to end tteir
misety by torching them en masse. In four provinces, Diyarbddr, Harput, Bitlis, and Aleppo, this
method was applied with special ferocity. In Diyarbddr, for example, Dr. Reshid, a Circassian
with ethnic roots in the Caucasus and that province’s governor-general, "took 800 children,
endosedthemin abuilding and setlightto it’  That such barbarismwas not limited to burning
alive is evidenced by the following excerpted from thejournal o fa French Catholic missionary
whowastherethroughoutlhe period o fthe massacres, ie,Jun&December 1915:

In this province it was customary to bury alive in large diches and in onefe |l
swoop hundreds o fchidren in the 7-13 age category. Afier a lapse o fseveraldays, one
could see the undulatons o fthe earth conveying these "agony that was stirring
from the boweh o ftheirhecatombs.

According to the account o fan eyewitness, in another instance in Funmcular, districtc f
Malatya, in Harput province; the gendarmes buried alive in a large pit dug beforehand 90-100
Armenian children, aged 3-4. The victims, sensing their imminent death, started to scream
hysterically and hopelessly asthey were thrown into the pit, located in a place ironically named
‘The Garden of Children” (CocuJdar-Bahches). But the gruesome operation was completed in
just a few minutes. In Harput province, the county supervisor Kadri ‘burned to death 800
childrenwhowerefiom Palu” in Diyarbekir province.

During one o fthe major death marches fiom Deir Zorto two major death campsin the
desarts o fMesopotamia, Souvarand Shedadiye, some 5,000 Armenian children were consumed
alivein a holocaust o fflame and death. For four days, approximately 60,000 emaciated deportees
were drivento thesecamps, was on August 25,1916 (or September 7,1916, new style (fate),
the day ofthe Muslim Festival of Sacrifice (kurban baymnd) that the orphans were gathered
together and crowded into a large orphanage building in Deir Zor. They were then pushed in
batches to a spot about an hour distant fiom the dty, doused with petrol and torched to deathB
This hokxaustal method o fimmolation was not always limited to children, however. As narrated
by a Jewish eyewitness, it was inflicted aboutthe sametime in fire same areaof Deir Zor on
multitudes o fother Armenians, mostly women. Ehan Bdkind was an officer in theTurkish army
andwas assignedto Ihe headquarters o fthe Ottoman Fourth Army, whosejurisdiction included
Aleppo, the Mesopotamian deserts, and Deir Zor, in particular. He was assignedto the vicinity of
theKhabourRiverthatflows by Suvarand Shedadiye.

Here is his account:

After a three day ride | reached the heart o fMesopotamia where 1 was a
winess to a terrible tragedy... The Circassian soldiers ordered the Armenians to gather
thoms and thistes and topile them into a ta llpyram id., afterwards they ted a Il o fthe
Amenians who were there, aimostfive thousand , hand to hand, encircled them
ke aring aroundthepie o fthistes and thoms andsetit afre in a blaze which rose up
to heaven together with the screams o fthe wretchedpeople who were bumed to death
by thefire ... Two days later 1 retumed to this place and saw the charred bodies o f
thousands o fhuman beings.®

A high-ranking German officer, Colonel Ludwig Schraudenbach, the
commander o fthe Ottoman Fourteenth Division operating mainly in Mesopotamia, in
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c fthe province, Mnstafi Abdulhalik (ItendaX vAo happenedu he

the brother-in-law of Interior Minister, later Grand Vwer, Mehmed Talaat Pasfe the
principal architect of the Armenian Genocide. According to the testimony of the

Armenian Catholic Bishop ofTrabzon,
tfmwg toge”r J1I000 M e chidren, the govemor-generalM ustafa

Abdulhalk led them to aplace caled Tashod where he had them bumtto death in the
presence o fnotables and Turkish crowds, atthe same tme shouting at the top o fhis
voice, 1t is necessary to erase once andfo r a llthe Armenian name in these provinces

fo rthe security o fTurkey. o o
Tteirremains, with those still alive, were afterwards thrown into ditches prepared

especially beforehand; the moans o f thase not yet completely consumed could be heard for

Two European eyewitnesses likewise reported these incidents o fburning alive.
Swedish missionary Alma Johansson, who was running the German orphanage in
Mush, reported that the Armenian orphans, along with the staff o fthe orphanage "were
burnt alive” (ebendig verbrammt). “It was heartrending to hear the cries ofthe people
anA children who were being bumnt to death in their houses. The soldiers took great
flightin hearingthem....” 2 For his part, German M.D. H. Stoffels, staff physician
with the Persian Expeditionary Corps, reported to the Austrian consul in Trabzon that
on his way to Mosul he came across in Mush (and Siirt in the same province) “a large
number of formerly Armenian localities, where in the churches and houses he saw
charred and decomposed corpses of women and children” {yerhohite und vernweste
Frauen- undKindereichen)3

Reference may also be made to a Venezuelan major who had volunteered his
senvicesto the Ottoman-Turkish army in World War | and was assigned to duties in the
areas ofBitlis, Van, and Mush as Inspector General ofthe Turkish Forces in Armenia.
In his memoirs he stated that in Mush “women and children were penned up and
burmed alive... .”  Perhaps the most trenchant eyewitness testimony on the veritable
holocaust of Armenian children in Mush, Bitlis province, comes fiom a Turkish Army
Commander, General Mehmed Vehib. Following the completion o fthe main part o fthe
Armenian Genocide, he was appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Third Army in
February 1916. A gallant military officer, he was dismayed at his realization that an
entire nation had all but disappeared from the land. A local massacre o fArmenian labor
battalion soldiers in his jurisdiction prompted him to investigate, to set up a court-
martial and execute two genocidists. In his detailed postwar report, prepared at the
request of the Turkish Military Tribunal, he provides a glimpse into the nature ofthe
genocide that had taken place in the areas ofthe six eastem provinces subject to the
authority of the Third Army. In that report, General Vehib testified as to what he
personally saw while on an inspection trip: “ Armenian women and children were burnt
alive in the village Tchurig, located 5 km north of Mush.” He had seen the victims’
chaired remains, and with indignation he declared, “One can hardly find in Islam a
parallel to such atrocity and savagery” (T arihiklamda mistigOrimemis b ir zuum ve
vahse).
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Another very credible Turkish military source openly and without
equivocation confirms die sweeping holocaustto which the Armenians o fMush and the
ninety-eight Armenian villages of Mush Plain were subjected — with the dubious
justification that “ armed Armenian units were assaulting Turkish soldiers and villages.”
This source also reveals the wholesale burning-alive operations that were conducted by
Kin+uk Kazim, who, according to this Turkish source, “was burning down the entire
Mush valley and was annihilating the Armenians.”

The Elements of License for Fiendishness
Against Armenian Children

As arule, the degree o f success in genocide hinges, all otherthings being equal,
can the degree of ruthlessness, bordering on viciousness, with which the crime is
conceived, organized, supervised, and implemented. More often than not, however, it is
at the level of implementation that ultimate success is measured and determined. As
indicated above, a large body of the executioners of the Armenian Genocide were
highly motivated for their involvement Frustration, displaced aggression, rage,
cupidity, and in no small measure cultural conditioning for primordial violence were all
factors that converged in an atavistic impute for genocide.

A briefreview ofthe modus operand4of Salihzeki, the mutasamfo f Deir Zor,
and the arch-organizer of the secondary Armenian Genocide in the deserts of
Mesopotamia in the summer of 1916, provides insight into this type o f motivation. On
several occasions he scolded his Chechen underlings for ineptness in the art of cruelty
and viciousness. In Deir Zor, for example, he assembled his Chechen executioners and
admonished them not to be swayed by pity or lured by bribes and thereby help some
Armenians escapetheir fete.

He then rode his horse to a nearby tent, grabbed a two-year-old Armenian
child, brought him to the Chechens and said,

Even this innocent one — assuming that it is possble to consider innocent an
Ammenian offspring fo r these sons o fhiches are no longer nnocent— needs to be kiled,

Justike a llothers othis age, withoidpity. Therew illcomea day when theyw illrise up, hunt
down those responsblefo r the kiings o fthe Amenians and w il avenge themseles. He
then whirled the chid in the a ir round and round severaltmes and violently h ithim to the
ground

Another time he again admonished his Chechen and Arab aides, strictly
forbidding themto ever relax and allow any Armeniansto escape:

Why do you need brbes? | f whatyou wantis money, k ill themfirs t and then
you have a lltheir money and goods. K il themfirs tand thenyou w il have a lIthat they
possess.. Youare rendering a service to the Empire, henceyourworkis legiim ate. You
have accomplishedyourmission butbe cognizanto fthefa ct thatif one o fthese sons o f
biches, if he is a tittle boy, stays alive, he w ilavenge himselfone day}1

Salihzeki relied almost entirely on Chechen tribes who lived mostly in Sefa,
southeast of Ras-ul-Ain, and who originally had migrated from the Caucasus. The
heads of local governments in Ras-ul-Ain, Suvar, Shedadiye, and Hassiche were his
closest accomplices. In addition, he had co-opted the deputy of Deir Zor, the governor
of Aneh, Commanders Salahaddin and Ali Bey, Cavalry Colonel Hasan, Lieutenant of
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Cavalry Tevfik, b eir z or Ganison Ccmmariant Mistafi, Aneh’s police d ie f Bedri, Inspector

m ilitate S S S itarism W .imofullplay sevtnUinscmca
that would be recorded by foreign eyewitnesses and Armenian survivors. A German
£ £ £ relates, for example, how gendarmes battered out the brams of Armauan
children who lagged behind convoys by smashing their skulk. And here are three
S S L | examples fiom the killing fields of the notorious Kemach Gorge near
Erzincanin testimony supplied by two Armenian survivors:

1, — May 25,1915

At the plain near the passof Kemakh, where we had camped, the
gendarmes entered a neighbor’stent and in order to getthe beautiful
girl Armine, they slaughtered her father, her brother, and two young

neohews Armine was taken away and never returned.
H YEPRAKSIYANIKIAN

2,— May 26,1915
At the same place, in bright daylight two gendarmes killed with
bayonets Aram Kasbarian and took away his beautiful wife. His six
years old son when crying and screaming on his father's bleeding
body, was taken and a long wooden stick was forced in through
his rectum and in this condition he was shown to the people with
the cries, “Here is your flag...
YEPRAKSI YANIKIAN
3,— May 26,1915
Atthe same place, several gendarmes took by force the young child
Mesrab, five years old, from his mother'sarms and nailed him on a
wooden frame through his eyes, hands and feet, then he was elevated
in the midst o fthe people with shouts of£ “Here is your Christ and
his Cross, let him come and save you...
AREVALOUYS PASHALIAN 4

Mabel Evelyn Elliott, an American physician who served in Istanbul during the
Armistice as Medical Director of Near East Reliefand was the representative of the
American Women’s Hospitals recorded in her memoirs case studies she [conducted] at
Ihe Rescue Home for Armenian girls in tTskudar, a city on the Asiatic side of Istanbul,
where Florence Nightingale had laid the foundation for the Red Cross and the tradition
of modem nursing. The cases involved some 150 survivor-victims of the Armenian
Genocide, victims which Dr. Elliott described as “ giri-children:”

You must see them as | remember them, passing, one by one, through my
consultation room; gentle, well-bred giris, with brushed hair and shining fingpr nails,
who spoke in tow voices and wore wife instinctive taste their borrowed clothes. None of
them had discussed with anyone her experiences during the war. Forthe first tiir»» their
reticence was disturbed, necessarily, by professional questions, and when they had
begunto speakit was asthoughthey could not stop. The whole story poured fiom them.

The things that | heard were unbelievable. A doctor sees more deeply intn the
abysses of human society than any other person except a priest, but | knew only
America.... was incredible, too, thatthese girls could have seen and endured them,
and survivedto sitthere telling o fthem. The stories did not vary greatly, the variety was
in the revealed temperament o fthe girls. Some sat quietly, with folded hands, talking on
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and on in a low voice, growing whiter and whiter until there was no blood in their lips.
Others became excited, little by little lost their self-control, and ended screaming and
sobbing.

ft was better for them to pour outthis bitterness that had been so long damned
behind their silence, and | did not stopthem | satin the little, white room and listened...
. Thenthere was another girl, whose story had a touch ofthe incredibly fantastic. With
eyelids closed, she was the mostbeautiful girl I have seen among a people renowned for
feminine beauty. Her features were like those preserved for us from antiquity by the
chisels o f great artists; her skin was like that ofa child, and her body was a rhythm of
line. But when she opened her eyes, it became painful to look at her. One eyeball,
swung outward in its socket so grotesquely that one thought ofa gargoyle... .1 did not
believeit | had grown accustomedto hearing o fmonstrous things as | shall ever be, but
this was incredible. When a knife or hot iron would have served the purpose, why
resort to an infinitely delicate surgical operation? It is a question | cannot answer, a
guestion whose answer is so deep in the Turkish character that only a Turk could
answerit Forwhen | examined the eye, and saw beyond doubt that the story was true.
The microscopic scars were there, in the minute muscles o fthe eye. Some finely trained
and skillful surgeon had used his training at the operating table to make this girl hideous.
He had done this, while hundreds of Turkish soldiers, wounded in fighting for their
country, were dying for lack o fsurgical help 4

Hus manifestation of the concentrated hate of the centuries, turned into
professional sadism, cannot be divorced from the social system in which that hatred was
nurtured, fueled, and even rewarded. Dr. Elliott's additional data and her related
comments attest to this fact, highlighting at the same time the diabolical and hideous
targeting o fchildren as an integral part o forganized genocide.

Finally, reference may be made to a report sentto the U.S. State Department by
another American physician. Dr. George B. Hyde, of the American Red Cross, who
was stationed in Cilicia in 1919. In 1920 he advised the State Department and also
Senator Warren Harding shortly before this Republican Senator from Ohio was elected
the 29thPresident o fthe United States, onthe victimization of Armenian children during
World War L He stated that he “ had treated several hundred Christian children ofboth
sexes, ranging between the ages of 5 and 12, upon which, the Turks had committed
beastly outrages.” He gave his opinion that at least “ nine out often ofthese victims of
Turkish savagery must have succumbed.” n

Scant Exceptions of Benign Turks

H b magnitude oflhs number o fvictims o fthe Armenian Genocide is testimony to the
scale ofthe suocess o fthat lethal undertaking by the Ittihadist Young Turk regime. But it also
atteststo Ihe paucity o f* righteous” Turks whose involvement in significant numbers could have
madea differencein the outcome ofthat genocide. It treethatthere were strict ordersand\« y
stemthreats against such involvement, but the opportunities to circumvent such coxders were
likewise considerable. Religious deavages and wartime incitements against Ihe Armenians
combined to impede the engagement of a significant number of Turks to intercede or directly
assistthe Armenianstargetedfor annihilation.

Notwithstandingthis, it  only right that evenwhen a negligible minority triesto help,
suchbrave people should be singled out and recognized for their benevolence. Tte casesbelow
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areafl butithistratheeanplesTh” rarea* meantto be oarrpdhoisivewedHi*e. One of

anwnber ofkind Turkish military officers, at great
with them and banding over to the

Dhaibddr b anatherinstances colonel daredto transport at onoe eleven Kifle giris to Istanbul
and. ..« ti*overtotte Patriarch8In ArabpunaraTurkish majorwho dhoke Germantold a

wrttitem aMa Armenian girl whomthey had fixmd in the streets o f Ras-ul-Ain. He stiotigly
amWire for the atrocities which he said, “our Koran fcrbids.~  Even more
movingsthe stay c fa Turkish/wiia/T; areligious chiefjudge in Mush, who died trying to save
Artpnisn women and children. The notaious Kurdish brigand chief, Mbussa Beg, afier
selectingandremovingthe youngest and prettiest Aimenian giris fiom the collected crowd was
getting readyto bumto deaththe rest in the village of Avzcud The mulah, arguing that no
religion, whether Muslim or Christian, allows the buming alive of women and children,
enagstkally intervened with his protest And, hoping that he cowld thus prevent an imminent
holocaust hetook sheltermite samebuilding wherethe victims were piled together. The killers
justTiHimifri him sriH undeterred, they proceeded with their scherme andthe mullah perished in
tie ensuringinfernoalongwith the othervictims hewastryingto sae.

The gpocidal victimization of Armenian children is equally relevant and
significant interms ofdie final fete o fthe surviving children is concemed. Thousands o f
male children were adopted as sons and raised as Turks. Tens ofthousands of female
children and young girls were likewise absorbed in the mainstream of the Turkish
nation as servants, concubines for harems, or legitimate wives following conversion to
Islam. Still many others languished in orphanages. The subject o f Armenian children as
victims o fgenocide, in order to be complete, needsto be additionally explored in terms
ofthe final stage of that victimization, namely, the differential fete of the surviving
orphans, concubines, brides, and religious converts.
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, nip -

Pe3tome
JeTa - »xep1BbI reHoLMAaA.

Baara flagpsaH

>KepTtBamu nepsoro reHouuda 20 Bexa- reHouyga apmsx, CTam
TaKke feta.

Croco6er YHUUTOXEHVS ETCH 6uinu M3OLIPEVHBIMM. OHX OT/INYa-
JINCb oco6oii XECTOKOCTBIO. 3MaLliTesibuas YacTb [eTell CTasia HernocpeACTBEHHOM
YKEpPTBOW PesHN. ApPEHOI MaCcCOBOI Pe3HU 6ein TPaNMaoH, rae AeTeli NPoCTo Bpo-
canm B Mope. YacTb aeTeld Bbuia npocTo coseHa. B cBOK ovepedb - apMsiHCKUE
[IeBYLLIKW MOMOMHSNM TYPeLIKVie U KYPACKME FapeMbl.

Bonpoc cyapbbl apMAHCKYIX AeTeil BadkeH C TOM TOUKW 3peHWs, YTo
OH HOB 1 HY>KaeTCs B JOMO/HUTEIbHOM MCC/ICA0BAVIMH.





